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Western Neon School of Art is a non-profit institution 
based in Seattle that supports the exploration of 
light, space, and interactive technologies. 
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BLACK AMERICAN RIDESHARE 


In Jitney, August Wilson predicted the Uber economy. 

BY CHARLES MUDEDE 



I t is not at all amazing to claim that 
August Wilson is one of the greatest 
American playwrights of the 20th 
century. This fact is as interesting as 
the fact that it rains a lot in Seattle, 
Wilson’s third and last city (His first was 
Pittsburg, his next was Minneapolis—he 
died in Seattle in 2005.) The more amazing 
thing to say about Wilson is this: He was the 
greatest black American economist of the 
20th century. 

Some might first think this to be a bit of 
a stretch. Wilson did not study economics, 
and the profession is never mentioned in his 
plays. Fair enough. But Wilson also never 
officially studied theater. He learned his art 
pretty much on his own. So if you can claim 
he was a playwright, despite having no for¬ 
mal training in this discipline, I can just as 
fairly claim he was an economist. 

Indeed, Wilson’s first play, Jitney, which 
was completed in 1979 and is set in 1971, is 
not only a masterpiece of 1970s economics, 
it also predicted the rideshare economy of 
our times. 

The play, which Seattle Rep is staging 
under the direction of the talented Ruben 
Santiago-Hudson, is about black cab driv¬ 
ers who informally serve Pittsburgh’s black 
community because white-owned cabs will 
not. The business is owned by the play’s key 
character, Jim Becker, a man in his 60s who 
retired after devoting decades of his life to 
a Pittsburgh steel plant. His employees are 
war veterans and retired men trying to make 
some extra scratch on the side. 

This is how Wilson described the real 
jitney drivers who inspired his play: “There 
were a lot of jitney stations in Pittsburgh, 
located in storefronts with a pay phone... 
They [were] generally older men who had 
jobs working in the steel mills and on the 
railroad. If they were lucky enough to have 
a pension, there was a need to supplement 
with additional income, so they drove jitneys. 
And I think they do it because they enj oy the 
company of each other; they have something 
to do and it’s a place to belong. They are a 
microcosm of the community at large.” 

That description of jitney drivers in the 
early 1970s can easily be applied to the lives 
of a large number of Uber drivers of the pres¬ 
ent gig economy. But I think that this match 
is not a mere coincidence or an accident. It 
is a consequence of the fact that Wilson 
was also a brilliant economist. You can read 
Jitney and other plays in the Century Cycle 
(each play is set in a decade of the 20th cen¬ 
tury) as economic texts that have the same 
depth, academic integrity, and predictive 
power as those by John Maynard Keynes, 
or Joan Robinson, or Hyman Minsky. 

In our day, of course, economics is most¬ 
ly about mathematics and models. But this 


was not always the case. Before the 1870s, it 
was concerned with how wealth is distrib¬ 
uted in a given society, a matter not for math 
but moral philosophy. 

In 2014, the young French economist 
Thomas Piketty revived political economy 
in a spectacular way. Though trained as a 
mathematician, he questioned its useful¬ 
ness for his field and instead boldly claimed 
that the novels of 19th-century authors like 


True, he did not study 
economics. But he 
also didn’t formally 
study playwriting. 


Honore de Balzac and Jane Austen provide 
excellent materials for economic analysis. 
The fictional works by these authors contain 
lots of information about the value of money, 
the modes of occupation and production, and 
the top financial instruments of the times. 
The exact same thing can be said about Au¬ 
gust Wilson’s plays. 

However, what we see in Wilson’s works is 
not the economy as a whole, but rather that 
which black Americans experienced in the 
20th century. In Jitney, we see the capital- 


starved working conditions for black men 
who have pensions or served in the army. 
They do whatever they can to make ends 
meet. But no matter how much time and in¬ 
novation they invest in their economy, which 
is much smaller and less profitable than the 
mainstream and white economy, the returns 
(in the form of wages or a fee from a hustle) 
always fall short of settling real needs: food, 
housing, transportation. The terrible fate of 
Jitney’ s main character, Becker, who is not 
even poor (he is lower middle-class), shows 
that dream deferment is not the exception 
but the law of the black economy. 

For example, this is how Rena, a jitney 
driver’s girlfriend, describes her tight sit¬ 
uation: “I’m doing everything I can to try 
to make this work. I’m working my little 
job down there at the restaurant... going to 
school... trying to take care of [son] Jesse... 
trying to keep the house together... trying to 
make everything better. Now I come home 
from work, and I got to go to the store. I go 
upstairs and look in the drawer, and the food 
money is gone. Now you explain that to me. 
There was eighty dollars in the drawer that 
ain’t in there now. What you need it for? You 
tell me. What’s more important than me and 
Jesse eating?” The money was used by the 
jitney driver to pay a debt. 

One of the key pieces of economic in¬ 
formation in this monologue, however, is 


the dollar amount that was taken from the 
drawer. It is $80. Why is it important to know 
this? In his best-selling 2014 book Capital 
in the Twenty-First Century, Piketty makes 
the thought-provoking claim that the nov¬ 
els of the 19th century never failed to pin 
on their sentences, passages, and pages the 
real cost of things. Rent is this much, bread 
is that much, and so on. Piketty added that 
this literary realism (the pricing of everyday 
life) disappeared from the fiction of the 20th 
century. Here, Piketty was wrong. What he 
exposed by this assertion was his ignorance 
of Wilson’s plays. In all of these works we 
find dollar amounts for food, real-estate 
deals, informal and formal wages, and, of 
course, the money that was taken from Re¬ 
na’s drawer (exactly $80). 

The mathematician Alfred North White- 
head once wrote: “The tool required for phi¬ 
losophy is language.” Because economics is 
first and foremost a branch of moral philos¬ 
ophy, its required tool is also language. You 
can send a human to the moon with math¬ 
ematics. But you can understand the real¬ 
ity of being a black working-class human 
in the Hill District of Pittsburgh only with 
words—especially the beautiful words of the 
economist August Wilson. ■ 


Jitney runs February 28 to March 29 at 
Seattle Repertory Theatre. 
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THIS 'BACHELOR' WILL NOT BE TELEVISED 


A live stage version of the reality TV shitshow. 

BY LEILANI POLK 


i, my name is Leilani, and I watch 
The Bachelor. Earnestly. 

I tuned in when it first premiered, 
during the post -Survivor reality tele¬ 
vision explosion of 2002. And I continued 
watching even as the singles started skew¬ 
ing younger, with fewer “real” women and 
more Instagram stars, C-list models, college 
students, and ex-beauty queens. 

The main reason I’ve kept tuning in is the 
sheer bizarre humanity of it all. It’s not real¬ 
ly about finding love, even though that’s the 
show’s premise. It’s about competing for love, 
and how much a person is willing to endure 
to win (to claim a prize that is essentially an¬ 
other human being), and how seemingly nor¬ 
mal people can turn into complete buffoons. 

Something about this forced situation— 
and the way contestants willingly toss all the 
normal stuff that goes with dating and falling 
in love out the window in favor of vying for 
the attention of (and a rose from) a person 
who is also seeing 15 to 30 other people, all 
while the cameras roll—has me hooked. 

Sure, there are those rare authentic mo¬ 
ments when you can tell two people are real¬ 
ly and truly vibing on each other. But it’s the 
drama that unfolds that makes it all fun to 



DAVID PRADO/GETTY IMAGES 


You can apply to he a Seattle contestant 
at hachelorliveonstage.com. 

watch. Who’s there for the “right” reasons (to 
find love), who’s there for the wrong reasons 
(fame, self-promotion, free vacation), who 
secretly has a girlfriend or boyfriend IRL, 


whose buffoonery turns them into the “vil¬ 
lain,” who is so thirsty you want to give them 
a goddamn glass of water and a pep talk. 

Bachelor Nation is one big, incestuous 
family, with The Bachelorette drafting its 
leading lady from the pool of contestants on 
The Bachelor, and vice versa, and all the re¬ 
jects from both franchises getting the chance 
to “find love” again in Bachelor in Paradise. 
Which makes you want to keep watching, to 
see how these contestants fare on their sec¬ 
ond—or third, or fourth, or fifth—go-round. 

There are two types of fandom: Those of 
us who watch for shits and giggles with our 
girlfriends (we follow the blogs, we know 
what’s happening with these people after 
the show, we have a private Slack channel 
at work where we gossip about it, but we’re 
under no illusion that it’s real). And then 
there are those viewers who are deeply in¬ 
vested in it (who believe in the process, who 
take time to write hate mail to Jed Wyatt’s 
family when things go south with Hannah 
Brown). My guess is the latter camp are 
women who desperately want to be on the 
show, but can’t, or won’t, or wouldn’t get 
through vetting for whatever reason. 

One thing is certain: All types of us will 


be on hand when The Bachelor Live onStage 
lands in Seattle. 

In the show’s touring edition, one (TBA) 
eligible Bachelor is selected ahead of time 
from each city where the tour stops, and 
during the live show, he’s introduced to 
10 local ladies from the audience for a 
“chance at love.” These single Seattleites 
will be recruited by the tour’s casting di¬ 
rector (you can fill out an application at 
bachelorliveonstage.com—no one is chosen 
unwillingly) and participate in the two-hour- 
and-20-minute event, during which, through 
a series of “games, challenges, onstage 
dates, and other fun ‘getting to know you’ 
scenarios,” the women are whittled down 
through multiple rose ceremonies until the 
Seattle Bachelor finds the woman he’s (the¬ 
oretically) most compatible with. Bachelor 
Nation alums Becca Kufrin and Ben Higgins 
will serve as the hosts/matchmakers. 

Who will be Seattle’s Bachelor? Will the 
eligible ladies seem as thirsty in this unedited 
environment as they do on TV? I don’t know, 
but I’m buying tickets to this shitshow now. ■ 


The Bachelor Live on Stage goes down 
Saturday, March 7, at the Paramount Theatre. 
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I HEARD GOD IN A GRAIN OF SOUND 


Minimalist-music deity Terry Riley performs at Benaroya Hall. 

BY DAVE SEGAL 



LEO ZAROSINSKI 

Imbued with a pantheistic spiritual profundity , Riley's music seeks to immerse you in the infinite. 


N ot to put too fine a point on it, but 
Terry Riley’s music is my religion, 
my drugs, my ultimate source of 
peace—although not necessarily 
in that order. In my musical pan¬ 
theon, he occupies the upper echelon, along 
with Miles Davis, Alice Coltrane, Can, Funk- 
adelic, Jon Hassell, Brian Eno, and Wolf¬ 
gang Dauner. The 84-year-old California 
composer/keyboardist has become one of 
the most influential musicians of the last 50 
years among artists seeking to tap into that 
ocean of sound at the intersection of mini¬ 
malist composition, drone, and tape-based 
experimentation. 

While Riley’s music is revered by the more 
freethinking academics, it doesn’t come off 
as dry and stuffy, like much highbrow output 
from the neoclassical realm does. Rather, his 
epic trance-outs are redolent of outdoor raves, 
psychedelic j am band shows, and Indian raga 
concerts in the way they accrue a halluci¬ 
nogenic effect over long durations. Imbued 
with a pantheistic spiritual profundity, Riley’s 
music seeks to immerse you in the infinite. 

In a conversation with fellow American 
avant-garde composer Robert Ashley, Riley 
said: “Music is my spiritual path. It’s my way 
of finding out who I am. The rhythms of the 
land that you live in, the way the sun affects 
you, have an impact. I think our music has to 
come out of the land.” This strikes me as odd, 
because Riley’s music seems to emanate from 
vast bodies of water and deep space. 

Similarly strange is the sense that his com¬ 
positions seemingly derive from ragas, North 
African Sufi/Moroccan devotional music, and 
gamelan, but Riley insists that they have roots 
in that echt American art form, jazz. After 
Riley became a student of vaunted Hindustani 
singer Pandit Pran Nath in 1970, he began to 
delve deeper into the intricacies of raga and 
extended vocal phrasings. Decades later, those 
elements continue to impact his creativity. 

Out of this vital cultural cauldron, Riley 
has emerged as one of the world’s most in¬ 
genious improvisers, a minimalist who pos¬ 
sesses an unerring knack for the tones and 
chords that trigger the most powerful holy 
and healing forces—regardless of your reli¬ 
gion, or lack thereof. 

Riley’s run of recordings from the early 
1960s to the mid 1980s ranks as one of the 
greatest hot streaks in musical history. So 
much amazing music surfaced during this 
period that it’s impossible to do it justice in 
the space I have here. But since he’s coming 
to perform here in February, I’ll discuss some 
of the highlights. 

Music for the Gift (from 1963 and featuring 
j azz icon Chet Baker on trumpet) established 
Riley as a unique presence in avant-garde mu¬ 
sic. It represents one of the first uses of Plun- 
derphonics in a recording, with Riley warping 
and disrupting Jr. Walker & the Allstars’ R&B 
hit “Shotgun” into a shattered cubist sculp¬ 


ture. As the piece progresses, Riley renders 
the sample source to charred detritus and 
generates a Rube Goldberg machine-like 
nightmare out of the atomized sound. Music 
for the Gift stands as Riley’s strangest mate¬ 
rial; he probably rarely thinks about it, but it 
still sounds ahead of its time. 


Riley’s music is my 
religion, my drugs, 
my ultimate source 
of peace. 


The 1964 piece In C has been accurately 
called the big bang of minimalist music. It’s 
an endlessly adaptable work, as radical ver¬ 
sions done by the Japanese rock group Acid 
Mothers Temple, the Canadian ensemble 
L’lnfonie, and the Damon Albarn collabora¬ 
tion with Malian musicians Africa Express 
prove. No matter how it’s rendered, In C is 
a wondrous gust of fresh air. It gives you the 
sense of something momentous happening, 
of many little wings beating relentlessly in a 
patient ascendance to the heavens, a feathery 
confluence of mini-ecstasies that you hate to 
see end. Although it came to prominence in 
1968 when CBS issued it on LP, In C— which 
Riley and Seattle Symphony performed out¬ 
side of Seattle Art Museum in 2013—tran¬ 
scends its era. One can envision every gener¬ 
ation zoning out to its hypnotic undulations 
till the electricity runs out. 

Olson III is a massive piece full of seesawing 
violins and eerie, automaton chanting record¬ 
ed in 1967 with a Stockholm, Sweden, high- 
school band. It emphasizes Riley’s reliance on 


repetition as a means to attain transcendence 
and hypnosis... or perhaps insanity in those 
not blessed with long attention spans. Olson 
III sounds like something Stanley Kubrick 
might have used in a sequel to 2001: A Space 
Odyssey— or to score an even more sinister 
film in the vein of A Clockwork Orange. 

One of Riley’s most popular recordings, A 
Rainbow in Curved Air is an unbelievably eu¬ 
phoric geyser of bubbly, bejeweled keyboard 
effusions. Hearing it is akin to receiving a 
deep-tissue massage and getting your brain 
fluffed... in a j acuzzi. We are not worthy of this, 
but Riley magnanimously bestows the aural 
blessings anyway. I recommend daily listens 
upon waking for optimal mental health. 

On “All Night Flight” from 1968, Riley uses 
soprano saxophone, organ, and time-lag accu¬ 
mulator to create an opus that sporadically 
spasms out of joint, like an opiated dream 
interrupted by random strong breezes. It’s 
an extended exercise in shuddering ecstasy. 

Church of Anthrax with former Velvet Un¬ 
derground bassist/violist John Cale proved 
that Riley could thrive in an art-rock con¬ 
text—and even get complexly funky, as the duo 
does on the monumental title track, which I’ve 
dropped into D J sets with rewarding results. 

In the liner notes for the 2017 reissue of 
Persian Surgery Dervishes, which documents 
concerts in Los Angeles and Paris circa 1971 
and 1972, Julian Cowley perceptively sum¬ 
marized Riley’s MO: “In the coiling melodies 
and whirling repetitions of his keyboard so¬ 
los, he nonetheless sought to connect with 
the universal mind and to draw music from 
that source, without the hindrance of a score 
or any restrictive sense of his own technical 
limitations.” This is mercurial trance music 
of the highest order, born out of superhuman 
keyboard wizardry. 


Shri Camel is the Riley album that per¬ 
haps resonates most strongly with me, as I 
first heard it while tripping on acid... in Ak¬ 
ron, Ohio. Uh-huh. It felt as if Riley’s organ 
tones were communicating on a subatomic 
level, each triumphal chord cluster andbassy 
pulsation murmuring that even my misera¬ 
ble self was one with the universe and that 
whatever passed for my soul would prosper 
for eternity (preferably not in Akron). What 
a splendid delusion! I have eternal gratitude 
for that glimpse into paradise. (TheLast Cam¬ 
el in Paris— which is available only on a CD 
released by Elision Fields in 2008—serves 
as a live addendum to Shri Camel and as an 
essential elaboration of this classic album’s 
panoply of chakra-tickling keyboard tones.) 

Released in 1982 but recorded in Berlin 
in 1975, Descending Moonshine Dervishes 
is perhaps Riley’s last classic full-length. 
It’s one of those massive works that move 
within narrow parameters, but Riley uncan¬ 
nily finds the most sublime tones/timbres/ 
chords/oscillations to propel it, minute 
variation after minute variation, toward the 
stars. Possessing the most majestic throb, 
Descending Moonshine Dervishes could work 
as an alternative soundtrack to Koyaanisqat- 
si. It mirrors Philip Glass’s obsessive-com¬ 
pulsive genius and thrillingly manic pulsa¬ 
tions, but Riley’s timbral choices, if I maybe 
so bold, surpass Glass’s. On certain days, this 
feels like the best Riley album. 

You will hear many such elements of Ri¬ 
ley’s sublime, six-decade body of work when 
he takes the stage at Benaroya Hall with per¬ 
haps his most sympathetic collaborator—his 
versatile, virtuoso guitarist son Gyan Riley. ■ 


Terry Riley performs on Wednesday, February 
19, at Benaroya Hall 
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DUKE ELLINGTON’S 
SACRED MUSIC 


Saturday 

December 28, 7:30pm 
Town Hall Seattle 

1119 Eighth Ave ^ 


Seattle Repertory Jazz Orchestra 

and Northwest Chamber Chorus 
w/ Special Guest Vocalists 

Stephen Newby and NicholEskridge 

and tap dancer Alex Dugdale 


TICKETS AVAILABLE AT EARSHOT, 


A u 
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NO MONSTERS, NO FEAR 


Although I’m an atheist, I believe in 
the God in Faure’s Requiem. 

BY CHARLES MUDEDE 


W e will get to the 19th century, and 
to the music that transforms me 
into a merman, but first we must 
start with zombies. 

In the horror movie 28 Days Later, a virus 
that transforms humans into zombies has 
destroyed London. Four uninfected people 
learn on the radio that an army base offers 
safety to the uninfected (“salvation is here”). 
The four jump into a cab and head north on a 
desolate motorway. During their trip, we hear 
on the soundtrack one of the most ethereal 
pieces of music ever composed. It is Gabriel 
Faure’s In Paradisum (“Into Paradise”), the 
last work in his masterpiece Requiem— Latin 
songs from the Catholic Mass for the Dead. 

In a funeral program, In Paradisum is for 
the moment a corpse is transported from its 
final observance in the church to its lower¬ 
ing in the graveyard. In the movie, the music 
presents a tranquil moment during the jour¬ 
ney from humans infected by the monster 
virus to humans who are monsters because 
they are... humans. 

Faure, a French organist and composer 
who achieved fame at the end of the 19th 
century, composed the Requiem in the late 
1880s. It is one of his few long works, and 
also one of his few religious works. The reli¬ 
gious status of the Requiem is made strange 
by the fact that Faure did not believe in God, 
despite being trained as a church organist 
and working as one for the L’eglise de la 
Madeleine (the Church of Madeleine). But 
from this godless man came the most God- 
filled music imaginable. 

I’m an atheist, but I do believe in the God 
in Faure’s Requiem. I have never felt Him 
present in a megachurch, but I have felt Him 
at home in each of this work’s seven utterly 
beautiful movements. 

A reason for this is Faure’s interpretation 
of the Catholic Mass for the Dead is pretty 


much deathless. And this deathlessness 
is no accident. He purposely removed the 
dark sides of a mass from his interpreta¬ 
tion. The usual Catholic God, if crossed, 
banishes you to the everlasting spiritual 
burning of your flesh. 

Faure wanted nothing to do with a bar¬ 
baric King of Kings. He removed from his 
Requiem the Dies irae (“the Day of Wrath”— 
or Judgment Day), and Latin passages that 
made God sound too angry. He wanted a 
death that was soothing. No monsters here, 
no fear, and, most importantly, no drama. 

The removing of the Dies irae in a requiem 
was like removing the spectacular, climactic 
battle scene from a superhero film. Faure 
wanted his work and his God to be as gentle 
as him. He wrote to a friend: “Elle est d’un 
caractere doux comme moi-meme” (“It is 
gentle in character, like myself”). 

Now, I have a thing that happens not long 
after midnight. It goes like this. I awaken. My 
room is dark. It is too early for me to open a 
book and read until dawn. I order Alexa to 
play ocean sounds; then I connect my phone, 
via Bluetooth, to a speaker and play Faure’s 
In Paradisum; then I prop the top of my body 
on four or so pillows; and then I smoke a little 
CBD/THC joint. 

It takes only two minutes for me to be 
transformed into a merman. I’m on a beach. 
And again and again, rising warm water 
reaches my scaly body, and then returns 
to the sea, which reflects the light of a full 
moon. In the distance, there’s an island. And 
on this island, there’s a cathedral with a choir 
and organist performing In Paradisum. At 
this moment, I’m the most enchanted mer¬ 
man in the universe. ■ 


Choral Arts Northwest will perform Faure’s 
Requiem on Saturday, March 14, at Plym¬ 
outh Congregational Church. 



HELLO HELLO 




MATTRP. 


RELAX. 

WE MAKE SHOPPING FOR A NEW MATTRESS 
FOR YOUR HOME, BOAT, OR R.V. 
STRESS FREE! 


Locally Qmteif Since I $82 

wwwie attle M att ress. N et 


OPEN EVERY DAY 
ilam-7pm 

(20G) 632-2240 
6019 lSth Ave NYV 
Seattle, WA m07 
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Fashion, Decor & Gifts 

for Art Lovers 


Visit these 
unique 
retailers 
to find 
the perfect 
holiday gift 
for the 
art lovers 
on your list! 



v HAPPY 


met 


LJleefwit: 





905 E. Pike St. 

ineedretailtherapy.com 

• CLOTHING • 
GIFTS • JEWELRY 


Exhibiting work by independent artists and 
designers in the Northwest since 1996 



Tall Espresso EXP Mugs by Peter Shue T $30 each 

vetri 

Beautifully Designed 1 Thoughtfully Curated I Handmade Objects 


\4Q4 First Ave I Seattle, WA 981011 206.667.9908 I vetriglass.com 



^QOyiTr^tALoATA 

26 yEA RS 0E UNIQUE!!! 


Third Friday art shows, statuary & garden 
art, silver & amber Jewelry, artsy t-shirts, 
mythology, mayhem, and more!!! 

4550 University Way NE • Seattle, WA 
www*gargoylestatuary*com 
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A HEARTBREAKING WORK 
OF STAGGERING KOREAN GENIUS 


E.J. Koh’s memoir The Magical Language of Others 
is a time-traveling tale of inherited trauma. 

BY RICH SMITH 

PHOTOS BY JENNY JIMENEZ 


here is a Korean belief that 
■ you are born the parent of 
the one you hurt most/’ E.J. 

Koh writes in her new mem¬ 
oir, The Magical Language 
of Others. “I was revenge when I was born 
in 1988 at O’Connor Hospital in San Jose, 

California.” 

This is the logic that drives Koh’s narra¬ 
tive, a cinematic and multigenerational saga 
about the hard work of repairing past trans¬ 
gressions through present action so that the 
future can be, hopefully, maybe—so long as we 
keep working at it—more joyful. 

At 15 years old, Koh and her brother were 
left in the United States when Koh’s father 
took a lucrative, high-powered job in South 
Korea, and her mom went with him. The par¬ 
ents moved Koh and her 19-year old brother, 
along with a husky dog and a parakeet named 
Mieko, into a small house in Davis, California, 
where they more or less raised each other. At 
a recent reading from the memoir, someone 
approached Koh and quipped, “It’s like you 
wrote A Heartbreaking Work of Staggering 
Korean Genius”— rifling on the title of Dave 
Eggers’s 2000 memoir about a couple of sib¬ 
lings basically raising each other. 

Koh’s father initially signed a three-year 
contract with the firm in South Korea, but 
her parents ended up staying for seven years. 

They then moved to an apartment on Mercer 
Island. By then, Koh was in graduate school in 
New York, studying poetry. The family was ul¬ 
timately reunited when Koh moved to Mercer 
Island after getting her MFA, nine years after 
the first separation. 

Koh’s attempt to understand how her moth¬ 
er could have left her during such a formative 
period has been a central struggle in her life. 

Through the practice of writing poetry (she 
has published a book of poetry, A Lesser Love, 
with Pleiades Press), and through her work 
as a translator, and through research into her 
family’s history, she eventually learned that 
her task wasn’t only to understand why her 
mother would do that, but to forgive her for 
it, and even to love her for it. 

Otherwise, she’d risk passing on that 
unreconciled trauma, perpetuating a cycle of 
pain that started in her family long before she 
or her mother were born. 

In West Seattle (where she now lives) at a cafe, 

Koh was swathed in loose linens and radiated 
the strength and calm happiness of a person 
who meditates for two hours a day (which 
she does). She reflected on her Davis years: 

“Legally maybe that was okay, but it was not At 15 years old, E.J. Koh was left in the United States when her parents moved to South Korea. 
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PERFORMING 
Afi TS SEASON. 


'.laMgpj - TS season 


December 13,14,19,20 & 2117pitt 
December 14,15,21 &2212pm 

Auburn Community 
Players; The five 
Ghosts of 
Ebenezer Scrooge 


■Hi/fiLffrr *\ve J hetiier 


March 6,7,13.14,20 & 2117pm 
MarchS, 14,15,21 & 2212pm 

Auburn Community 
Players; 

Matilda The Musical 

M uil 

/tire 5,6,12,13 & 1917pm 
June 6,7,13,14 & 2012pm 

Auburn Community 
Players; 

Bio The Musical 


f* TRIBUTE 

I January 18 (7:30pm 

Anthem - Rush Tribute 


February 117:30pm 

Buddy, Ritchie & 
The Copper 


February 817:30pm 

Ted Vigil - John Denver Tribute 


j**’ 

February 15 
7:30 pm 

Cherry Cherry 
-Tribute to Neil 
Diamond 



#LiveAtTheJ 

This Winter 


The 

ater 

9 * 4 * 

k k 

W ‘“Eight 
f Nights” 

* Tuesday 

Dec 10 

A 


‘The Good 
Adoptee" 

Sunday Jj/k 


Feb 9 



Concerts 





Beyond 
the l*ale 
Klezmer 
Fusion 

Saturday 


Noa in 
Concert: 
“Letters 
to Bach" 

Thursday, 

March 12 


Seattle Jewish 
Film Festival 

25Tt1 SILVER 
ANNIVERSARY 

March 19-29+April 4-5 2020 
COMPLETE LINEUP AT 

5JCC.ORG 

3801 East Mercer Way 
Mercer Island WA 98040 

BoxOffice@sjcc.org 

_ 


okay/’ she said laughing. But that situation, 
she added later on, is not uncommon for the 
children of immigrants. 

Though her parents were physically ab¬ 
sent during those years, her mother asserted 
her presence in the form of two-page letters, 
which she sent to Koh every week. Since Koh 
only knew Korean by ear at that age, she had 
to read her mother’s letters to herself aloud 
to understand them, embodying her own 
mother’s voice. She was mothering herself. 

Though Koh’s mother wrote the letters in 
Korean for the most part, she used “kiddie 
diction,” since “my Korean was limited when 
I was a child.” For advanced vocabulary, her 
mother would transcribe “the first English 
definition in her English dictionary” and 
note it “in parentheses in place of or next to 
the original vocabulary,” Koh writes. 


Before she was a 
writer, Koh was a 
serious competitive 
hip-hop dancer. 


“The letters note, at times, the wrong En¬ 
glish definition. In one, she means Promise 
yourself and in place of promise, she writes 
confirm, but misspells it as conform. She 
says, Promise (conform) yourself Her er¬ 
ror becomes a delight that cuts tension, or 
stalls grief.” Koh’s education in close reading 
stemmed from an urgent need to soak up as 
much love—as much meaning—from her 
mother as language allowed. 

In the original letters, which Koh scanned 
and included between the chapters in the 
book so that you can see her mother’s hand¬ 
writing and all her funny drawings, Koh’s 
mom sounds like your best friend’s mom, 
the one you like hanging out with. She’s full 
of pithy advice, shade, defiance, and goofy 


be heartbroken or sad about. Because that’s 
how (life) has always been.” 

You can tell she’s trying to rationalize 
away the pain, trying to find some context 
in which it doesn’t hurt to be away from her 
daughter, and yet also trying to mother and 
demonstrate strength, which is what she’s 
hoping to give her daughter in this moment. 
It’s wrenching. And throughout the book, 
there are many other moments like it. 

As a reader, I spent just as long drawing 
out the multiple valences in her mother’s let¬ 
ters as I did reading the narrative portions 
of the book. “Free” and “easy,” for instance, 
are so often paired together in an English 
phrase. But Koh’s mom’s distinction be¬ 
tween the two shows that she knows how 
hard it really is to give or to truly receive a 
gift without some sort of implied reciprocity 
or unintended consequence. 

Another thing that kills me in the above 
passage: In her actual letter, her mom writes, 
“It’s paid back what I did,” which Koh trans¬ 
lates as “It’s payback for what I did.” The 
possibilities for meaning become more 
apparent when you learn more about the 
family history, which stretches back to the 
Jeju Island massacre of April 3,1948, where 
thousands were killed and the majority of 
the island burned. 

Koh’s maternal grandmother, who was 
“prettier than anyone,” died “young and 
tragically” when Koh’s mother was just a 
little girl. “She left me to live without her,” 
her mom says in the book. But she also left a 
large family behind, and, as the child with the 
most financial means, Koh’s mother felt an 
intense obligation to mother her siblings the 
way their mother never could—an attempt to 
repair the pain her death caused the family. 

In the letters, it becomes clear that Koh’s 
mom’s pain is compounded by her belief that 
mothers are reincarnated as their daughter’s 
children. 

“We’re seeing ourselves as reincarnations 
of the past,” Koh explained. “We’re more 



mom humor. Her tone—expertly captured 
in Koh’s translations—conveys her intense 
independent streak. 

But between the jokes and mundane de¬ 
tails of her life, her mom excoriates herself 
for leaving her own child. 

“When I visit in March, I’ll have to discuss 
what to do next,” Koh’s mom writes. “Noth¬ 
ing comes easy in life, they say. (Free) things 
are even rarer. I get what I give, (It’s payback 
for what I did), and if there are hard times, 
there are also good times. And when there 
is money, there are times of spending, right? 
That’s living. So they say there’s nothing to 


than our present, physical selves. We’re 
like longer forms of these souls. So things 
are falling apart, and there’s this inherent 
belief that somewhere in me I have this in¬ 
telligence to help her, this wisdom to help 
her, and she needs me to help her. [In these 
letters, she’s saying,] T’m not calling on you 
as Eun Ji. I’m calling on you as your soul, 
which embodies the life cycle of many gen¬ 
erations, to help me because I can’t do it. Are 
you the reincarnation of my mother? And 
who’s the reincarnation of you?”’ 

“So then it becomes like you’re raising your 
own mother and father,” Koh continued. “At 
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Her faraway mother wrote letters that Koh would read aloud to herself 


very hard times, it’s asking me to revert back, 
like they’re saying, T miss my mom, I miss my 
father, can you talk to me, can you help me?’” 

The letters are the heartbeat of the book, 
pulsing between chapters that reveal details 
of Koh’s life that still surprise even her own 
husband. 

Before she was a poet, for instance, Koh 
was a serious competitive hip-hop dancer 
for a famous crew in Los Angeles. She nearly 
entered the world of K-pop girl-group star¬ 
dom, which would have allowed her to move 
to Korea and live with her parents, but the 
industry’s intense misogyny and Harvey 
Weinstein-like power structure convinced 
her to stay away. And she also studied Jap¬ 
anese in Japan, which is saying something 
given the violent recent history between 
those two countries, a history that runs in 
Koh’s own blood. (Later on, Koh tells me, 
she took up mixed martial arts. “So I know 
how to take a punch, and I know how to get 
someone closer to me in a way that allows 
me to escape,” she said.) 

These scenes are so vivid, they read like 
watching television. And, like any good poet, 
she uses up everything—every image returns, 
and every idea chimes with another, so that 
the book’s short 200 pages contain the emo¬ 
tional and philosophical heft of a doorstop. 

So it’s no wonder that her path to poetry, a 
practice that gave her the tools to start seeing 
things from her mother’s perspective, ends up 
dominating these chapters. It’s not that po¬ 
etry allowed her to “work through” her pain, 
but that the process of writing poetry sent up 
signals about the work left to do in her life. 

“I live through my work—it’s not just this 
sort of imagining,” she said. “As the poem 
comes to an end, my feelings or reservations 
about this scene or that moment must come 
to some sort of finality, too. Otherwise, I can¬ 
not complete that poem.” 

Koh doesn’t blame her inability to con¬ 


clude poems on some inherent deficit of 
meaning in language—indeed, as a trans¬ 
lator she knows that words can mean too 
much—but, rather, on herself. “I never try to 
change my poems as much as I think about 
the ways that I ought to change to make this 
poem happen,” she said. This is the process 
she used to help understand her situation 
with her family, and it’s one she hopes she 
can impart to readers. 

It’s also the kind of work she was born to 
do. Her last name, Koh said, suggests she de¬ 
scends from one of the founding families of 
the Jeju-do Islands, home of the haenyeo, a 
hearty class of mermaids, basically—women 
who dive into the shark-infested ocean to 
gather food to eat and sell. They hold their 
breath in the icy waters for more than three 
minutes, according to Koh’s research, as they 
dig under rocks for octopus and urchin. 

Koh sees her own literary practice as an 
extension of that tradition, a deep dive into 
the darkest nooks and crannies of her trau¬ 
mas in an attempt to find any nourishment 
she can bring to the surface. And not just 
for herself, of course, but for her readers. 
“It creates a reverse chain reaction... in that 
it gives others the opportunity to do that 
themselves.” 

In the project she’s working on now, she’s 
taking her connection to her readers one 
step further. In 2016, she sent out a tweet 
saying she wanted to write 1,000 love letters 
to strangers. The next day, she was inun¬ 
dated with letters from all over the world. 
So far, she’s sent out 83 replies, and, just as 
her mother did for her, she hopes to send out 
more each week. 

“I just really want to feel less alone, and I 
really want everyone else to feel less alone,” 
she said. “And I feel like I have the ability to 
see people, and I have the ability to give myself 
in this way. That’s what I really want to do.” ■ 


E.J. Koh will give a reading on Tuesday, 
January 7, at Elliott Bay Book Company. 




MARIA SCHNEIDER 

ORCHESTRA 


Friday 

April 24, 7:30pm 
Town Hall Seattle 

1119 Eighth Ave 

The NEA Jazz Master 
Leads her alt-star 
New York City big band 


TICKETS AVAILABLE AT EARSHOT.ORG 
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WINTER 

2019/20 


THINGS™ DO 


DEC 9 

MARCH 15 



COURTESY OF ENCHANT CHRISTMAS 



Art 

Let vibrant color and 
creative innovation 
guide you through the 
gray months. Read our 
winter art calendar for 
information on uncon¬ 
ventional painting/ 
sculpture hybrids by 
Aaron Fowler, ener¬ 
getic abstractions by 
Tara Flores, and even 
an exhibition devoted 
to the Christmas 
demon known as 
Krampus. 



Performance 

Turn to our winter 
performance calendar 
to discover where you 
can see a gritty, funny 
Sam Shepard play, a 
glittering Cinderella 
ballet, a Jinkx Monsoon 
and BenDeLaCreme 
holiday show, and more 
major theater, dance, 
comedy, and drag 
shows. 



Books ft Talks 

Celebrate the literary 
life of our brainy 
city with novelist 
Isabel Allende, 
#MeToo-spearheading 
journalists Jodi Kantor 
and Megan Twohey, 
cognitive scientist 
Daniel Levitin, and 
many others, all found 
in our winter books & 
talks calendar. 



Music 

Celebrate the frost 
in the air with festive 
musical events like 
the powerful joy of 
Handel’s Messiah , an 
exploration of jazz 
phenom Charlie Park¬ 
er’s heyday, a four-day 
multidisciplinary music 
festival helmed by 
brass quartet the 
Westerlies, or one of 
the other concerts 
you’ll find in our winter 
music calendar. 



Film 

Spend the sunless 
hours at the movies! 
We’ve gathered every¬ 
thing from Star Wars: 
The Rise of Skywalker 
to Greta Gerwig’s 
much-anticipated Little 
Women to Terrence 
Malick’s resistance 
drama A Hidden Life 
to a retrospective on 
the wry French master 
Eric Rohmer. Learn 
more in our winter film 
calendar. 



Festivals 

Local holiday traditions 
and mischievous elves 
head up the festival 
circuit this season, but 
those interested in 
more than whimsical 
winter wonderlands 
and lights aglow won’t 
be left out. Our winter 
festivals calendar also 
features events for 
beer and wine connois¬ 
seurs, fans of crafty 
goods and thrifted 
wares, and serious 
gamers alike. 
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OHS GALLERY 


mti 


The 13th Annual CVG Show 

January 18 through February 29,2020 


the 


Silver Wig, by 
Marc in Gtowiski 
2019 CVG Show 


se Admission! 


Gtrzen, 
sculpture by il rl 
2019 CVG Show 


HOURS: Tuesday through Saturday, I I am to 6 pm 
331 Pacific Avenue, Bremerton, Washington 98337 
Just three blocks from the ferry terminal! 


Leading artists from every corner of 
Washington state 

^The CVG Show is the best 
juried art competition in 
^ the state, attracting the 

mF highest quality art*” 

■ ~ Gary Faigin 

Sk Founder, Gage Academy of Art 

Reception and Awards Ceremony 
at Kitsap Conference Center 

Special Arts Events every weekend: 
panel discussions, films, music 

Complete calendar at 
'• - www.cvgshow.com 


m KITSAP 

f PUBLIC 

FACILITIES 

DISTRICT 
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THINGS ™ DO - Art 


By Jasmyne Keimig, Charles Mudede, 
and Joule Zelman 



Playa Made: The Jewelry of Burning Man 

JANUARY 24-JUNE14 

This celebration of the jewelry of Burning Man features more than 200 objects-from the very hand¬ 
made to the professional-by 60 artists of various backgrounds. (Bellevue Arts Museum ) 


MUSEUMS 


Asian Art Museum 

★ Be/longing: Contemporary 
Asian Art The Asian Art Museum 
comes back to life after a long hiatus 
with this exhibition of 12 expatriate 
(or onetime expatriate) contemporary 
artists originating from Azerbaijan, 

Iran, India, Thailand, China, Korea, 
and Japan. Their work, which comes 
from the museum’s collection and 
two private sources, reflects their 
perspectives on Asian heritage “as 
both insiders and outsiders" in the 
world. ( Opens Sat Feb 8) 

★ Boundless: Stories of Asian 

Art Explore the complexity of the 
huge and populous continent of Asia 
in the newly reopened Asian Art 
Museum. Rather than separating the 
artwork geographically, the curators 
have organized the displayed pieces 
around 12 themes, like “worship and 
celebration, visual arts and literature, 
and clothing and identity,” with a broad 
division of “spiritual life”-themed art in 
the south galleries and “material life" 
in the north. ( Opens Sat Feb 8) 

Bainbridge Island 
Museum of Art 

Carol Milne: Knit Wit Milne uses 
kiln-glass techniques to mimic the 
process of knitting, creating intricate, 
variegated, slumpy forms. ( Through 
Tues Dec 31) 

★ Face First What can possibly be 
more compelling to the human gaze 
than the human face? Artists from 
around the Puget Sound (Christopher 
Paul Jordan, Jessica Rycheal, Romson 
Regarde Bustillo, Paul Marioni, and 
many others) depict this most essen¬ 
tial of subjects through sculpture, 
painting, photography, artist books, 
glass, and mixed media. ( Through Sun 
Feb 23) 

Glass from the Permanent Art 
Collection See glass from Bainbridge 
Island Museum of Art’s permanent 
collection, featuring works by Sonja 
Blomdahl, Robert Carlson, Steffen 
Dam, Walter Lieberman, Dante 
Marioni, Steven Maslach, Nancy Mee, 
Janis Miltenberger, James Minson, 
Paul Marioni, Susan Stinsmuehlen- 
Amend, and Dick Weiss. ( Through Sun 
Feb 23) 

Jessixa Bagley: Worlds in Pictures 

Bagley’s art is so adorable, it’s netted 
the illustrator/author the 2016 
Washington State Scandiuzzi Chil¬ 
dren’s Book Award and other prizes. 
Immerse yourself in her sweet and 
playful world. ( Through Sun Feb 23) 

★ Jite Agbro: Deserving Agbro is 
concerned with what you’re wearing. 
Well, okay, maybe not exactly with 
what you’re wearing right now, but 
more with how what we wear and how 
we wear it as an expression of our 
“projected narratives and our authentic 
selves." JK ( Through Sun Feb 23) 

Bellevue Arts Museum 

★ Emerge/Evolve 2018: Rising 
Talents in Kiln-Glass The winners 
and some finalists of Bullseye Glass 
Company’s 18-year-old competition 
have kiln-glass on display. Some take 
geometric vase-like forms, like Andy 
Plummer’s ovoid / Moved on Her Like 
a Bitch ; others are weirder, like Evelyn 
Gottschall Baker’s eerily realistic 
Bones-Group. (Through Sun Jan 12) 

★ Nicole Gordon: Altered States 

Once again demonstrating their 
penchant for art that makes you feel 
like you’re tripping balls, the museum 
presents the lysergic paintings of 
Chicago-based Nicole Gordon, who 
remixes past, future, and alternate reali¬ 
ties in eye-boggling colors. ( Jan 24- 
June 14) 

★ Playa Made: The Jewelry 
of Burning Man Taking place in 


Nevada’s Black Rock Desert, Burning 
Man is the festival to end all festivals: 
crowds of people on hallucinogens? 
You got it. Lighting a giant wooden 
effigy on fire? Cool. Constructing a 
temporary city from scratch where 
radical self-expression runs free? 
Great, but I’m also tired. Playa Made is 
an exhibition that specifically focuses 
on and celebrates the jewelry of 
Burning Man, featuring over 200 
objects by 60 artists of various back¬ 
grounds, from the very handmade to 
the professional. Also on display: 
photographs of the Black Rock City 
by George Post. JK ( Jan 24-June 14) 

★ Maria Phillips: Hidden in Plain 
Sight Instead of being completely 
paralyzed into inaction by the 
overwhelming lack of response to 
climate change and environmental 
degradation, Seattle artist Maria 
Phillips is diving head first into 
interrogating her own consumption 
habits. Using non-recyclable plastics 
and single-use items generated by 
Phillips and her family over the course 
of nine months, the artist has created 
a two-part exhibit. The first part will 
feature a series of jewelry pieces and 
small-scale works accompanied by a 
video installation. The second will be 

a large-scale, immersive installation 
that’s meant to confront viewers 
with the role that plastic has in our 
everyday life. Spooky, beautiful shit. JK 
(Through Sun March 8) 

★ Robert Williams: The Father of 
Exponential Imagination The work 
of Robert Williams is sick, perverse, 
offensive, violent, erotic, profane, 
and firmly without any sort of god to 
speak of. That is also precisely why 
it is incredible. A technically skilled 
draftsman, Williams’s works are often 
psychedelic, depicting an alternate, 
unhinged reality. He is naughty to 
the nth degree, hemmed in neither 
by “good taste" or any type of moral 
responsibility. In addition to being 

an artist and comic book illustrator, 


Williams was also a key figure in the 
California hot rod scene of the late 
1960s. JK (Through Sun March 8) 

Frye Art Museum 

Recent Acquisitions: Mary Henry 

As part of their Recent Acquisitions 
series, the Frye displays two works 
from this Whidbey Island artist’s 
estate, North Slope #15, Kuparuk and 
Brooks Range, based on the Brooks 
Range mountains seen from 
Wiseman, Alaska. Henry was a 
pioneering Minimalist who, despite her 
long career, did not start exhibiting 
until the 1990s, at which time she 
began to be recognized as a “matri¬ 
arch of Modernism.” (Dec 17-June 7) 

Dress Codes: Ellen Lesperance 
and Diane Simpson Lesperance and 
Simpson use grid forms to interpret 
the values and significations of 
historical clothing. Lesperance paints 
the garments of nuclear disarmament 
activists, rendering “American Symbol- 
craft, the visual shorthand of knitting 
patterns” with gouache instead of 
stitches, while Simpson constructs 
three-dimensional sculptures based on 
gridded interpretations of “illustrations 
found in antique clothing catalogues, 
window dressing manuals, and histo¬ 
ries of dress." (Through Sun Jan 5) 

★ Pierre Leguillon: Arbus Bonus 

French artist Leguillon’s medium is 
the exhibition itself. In this show, he 
uses 256 photographs by or inspired 
by 20th-century photographer Diane 
Arbus, as well as appropriations of her 
eerie postwar Americana. In the words 
of the museum, “ Arbus Bonus reveals 
the ways larger cultural histories are 
assembled and disseminated, and 
encourages us to form our own, more 
inclusive counter-narratives." (Through 
Sun Jan 5) 

★ Rebecca Brewer: Natural Horror 

Inspired by trash-strewn fishing nets 
or organs in a network of tissue, 
Brewer stitches large “scrims” of 


wet-felted wool on silk gauze to 
create dreamy, acidy, tapestry-like 
swathes that resemble diaphanous 
abstract paintings. The museum is 
also hanging her embossed enamel 
monoprints in resin frames. The title 
of the show refers to the humans-ver- 
sus-nature subgenre of horror (we’re 
thinking Annihilation). Drift among 
images that lie somewhere between 
plant microbiology and the upwellings 
of the visual subconscious. (Jan 25- 
April 19) 

★ Subspontaneous: Francesca 
Lohmann and Rob Rhee Seat¬ 
tle-based artists Lohmann and Rhee 
probe the boundaries between “the 
natural and the manufactured” with 
sculptures based on the concept of 
subspontaneous plant species, which 
spread through human meddling but 
continue to flourish without further 
help. Both artists experiment with 
unpredictability in their processes, like 
Lohmann’s sprouting potatoes, moldy 
sausage casings, and liquid plaster 
sculptures hardened in woven fabric 
bags and tubes, or Rhee’s gourds 
grown in welded steel receptacles. 

(Jan 25-April 19) 

★ Donald Byrd: The America That 

Is To Be Local Tony-nominated, 
Bessie-winning choreographer 
Donald Byrd’s dance pieces confront 
the horrors of contemporary society: 
gay-bashing, war, racial terrorism, 
misogyny. This installation, Byrd’s first 
solo museum show, uses archival 
footage and artifacts to advance 
the artist’s idea of a future America, 
“multi-racial in every aspect.” (Through 
Sun Jan 26) 

★ Agnieszka Polska Krakow 
and Berlin-based audiovisual artist 
Agnieszka Polska revels in the digital, 
the hallucinatory, and the ASMR-ish 
to create her seductive video works. 
Interested in the intersection of 
language, history, and scientific theory, 
she examines individual and social 


responsibility. The show will also mark 
the US debut of two of Polska’s video 
installations that address climate 
change and mass extinction: one is 
a giant projection of a childlike sun 
with huge eyes witnessing the envi¬ 
ronmental collapse of our own blue 
planet, the other an immersive video 
re-creating a lush and ancient prehis¬ 
toric environment that contemplates 
“humanity’s potential to overcome 
enormous threats like the current 
climate crisis.” JK (Feb 15-April 19) 

★ Unsettling Femininity: Selec¬ 
tions from the Frye Art Museum 
Collection Why does femininity 
“unsettle”? The museum curates 

a selection of mostly 19th- and 
20th-century German paintings 
of women that either challenge or 
reflect the traditional “female” traits 
of meekness and sexual submission. 
Many mysteriously suggest a narrative 
without overt indications of a story. 
This exhibit asks viewers to consider 
the act of looking and its relation¬ 
ship to power, gender, religion, and 
morality. (Through Sun Aug 23) 

Henry Art Gallery 

★ In Plain Sight This group show is 
stacked. Featuring some of the best 
and most interesting artists currently 
working nationally and internationally, 
In Plain Sight “addresses narratives, 
communities, and histories that are 
typically hidden or invisible in our 
public space (both conceptually and 
literally defined).” The work in this 
exhibit isn’t confined to one particular 
gallery but is spread throughout the 
entire museum. Particularly of note is 
Iraqi painter Hayv Kahraman and her 
work surrounding memory, gender, 
and diaspora; Kiwi visual artist Fiona 
Connor, who deals in the overlooked 
infrastructure we are surrounded by; 
and the vibrant mixed-media pieces of 
Jamaican artist Ebony G. Patterson. JK 
(Through Sun April 26) 


★ Samantha Scherer: These Are 
Their Stories Local artist Scherer 
confronts the depiction of suffering, 
loss, and vulnerability in her series 
of 35 small-scale black watercolor 
drawings of victims in the TV show 
Law and Order. (Dec 7-March 8) 

Museum of Glass 

★ Alchemy 5: Transformation in 
Contemporary Enamels This juried 
exhibition, traveling from the University 
of Oregon, pays tribute to the “alchem¬ 
ical” process of firing powdered glass 
to produce vitreous enamel, a coating 
that can turn glass, metal, stone, or 
ceramic into a shining object of deep, 
sheeny colors. See some of the best 
enamel-coated objects in the world. 
(Through Sun May 31) 

★ Transparency: An LGBTQ+ 

Glass Art Exhibition Philadelphia’s 
National Liberty Museum organized 
the US’s first LGBTQ+-only studio 
class exhibit in 2017. Now, the Liberty 
Museum will team up with the 
Museum of Glass to bring the works 
to the Northwest. See pieces by 
Sabrina Knowles, Jenny Pohlman, 
Joseph Cavalieri, Pearl Dick, Kim 
Harty, Jeff Zimmer, and others. 
(Through Sun Sept 27) 

★ Richard Marquis: Keepers 

American studio-glass master Marquis 
has works in permanent collections 
across the globe, from the Carnegie 
Mellon Museum of Art in Pittsburgh 
to the Koganezaki Glass Museum 
in Shizuoka, Japan, to the Finnish 
National Glass Museum. This retro¬ 
spective of clever, inventive, asym¬ 
metrical “keepers” (Marquis’s favorites 
from his archive) spans his 50-year 
career. (Through Sun Nov 29) 

Museum of History & 
industry (MOHAI) 

Mont-Saint-Michel Gaze deep 
into the alleys and crevices of this 
16th-century model of the medieval 
citadel of Mont-Saint-Michel, brought 
to you by Microsoft, the museum, 
and Paris’s Musee des Plans-Reliefs. 
(Ongoing) 

★ Beyond Bollywood: Indian 
Americans Shape the Nation The 

long and varied history of Indian 
Americans stretches back to the 19th 
century, and this exhibition explores 
their contributions to American life from 
the age of railroads to the civil rights 
movement. (Through Sun Jan 26) 

Museum of Pop Culture 
(MoPOP) 

★ Prince from Minneapolis Prince’s 
“If I Was Your Girlfriend” did to my 
erotic imagination what the flower revo¬ 
lution did to the earth millions of years 
ago—transformed a monochromatic 
vision of sexuality into one blooming 
with color. Listening to the song for the 
first time in 1986,1 realized that sex 
was more (if not all) about play, rather 
than function, mission, or purpose. 

Many years later in college, I learned 
that this form of play was not specific 
to humans, but was the state of things 
in nature-most developed animals 

are not blind and efficient fuckers, but 
conscious wasters and abusers of sex. 
Fucking is mostly waste, wonderful 
waste. And lovers are only fully such 
when they are playful, when the 
borders between them are destabilized, 
when the sex is purely the energy of 
sex-a glowing substance that's there 
to be exploited and explored. Prince will 
never die, especially with exhibits like 
this one at MoPOP that uses nearly 
50 artifacts (instruments, photographs, 
artworks, clothes) to delve into what 
made the late soul-pop artist a super- 
star. CM (Through Sun Jan 5) 

Body of Work: Tattoo Culture 
Immerse yourself in the history and art 
of the tattoo-from First Nations prac¬ 
tices to counterculture trends-with 
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THINGS™ DO 



Flesh and Blood: Italian 
Masterpieces from the 
Capodimonte Museum 

THROUGH JANUARY 26 

Artemisia Gentileschi’s Judith and Holofernes is among 40 works by 
Renaissance and Baroque masters currently on display. (Seattle Art Museum) 


artifacts, films, interactive stations, and 
photos. ( Opens Sat Feb 1) 

Minecraft: The Exhibition This 
immersive exhibition, created in 
collaboration with Minecraft maker 
Mojang, celebrates the addictive virtual 
building game’s 10th birthday. Publicity 
materials tease “life-size Minecraft 
monsters" and a soundscape and 
score combined with backdrops and a 
day-night lighting cycle. Find out about 
Minecraft’s creativity, community, and 
influence. ( Through Sun Sept 6) 

Nordic Museum 

Oleana Discover the story of Norway 
textile company Oleana, which relies 
on traditional, sustainable methods 
of clothing production. ( Through Wed 
Jan 15) 

★ L. A. Ring: On the Edge of the 
World This is the first exhibition of 
Danish artist L.A. Ring’s work in the 
United States. Ring worked within 
the Symbolist and Realist tradition in 
the early 20th century, documenting 
the change in lifestyle occurring 
during that period in Denmark. 

Though extremely important to both 
Danish and Nordic culture, his work is 
relatively unknown outside his native 
land. The exhibit will feature 25 key 
paintings that best represents the 
work Ring did as a whole. The Nordic 
Museum will also be offering a special 
aquavit cocktail in their cafe, Freya, 

in honor of this exhibition-you can’t 
miss it. JK ( Through Sun Jan 19) JK 

★ Jacob A. Riis: How the Other 
Half Lives In this era of extreme 
inequality, the work of groundbreaking 
Danish American photojournalist 
Jacob Riis reminds us that the desper¬ 
ation of the urban poor is nothing 
new. Exploiting newly invented flash 
powder to explore night scenes, Riis 
documented life in tenements, sweat¬ 
shops, and city streets. This exhibition 
reveals moving photos by Riis and 
other photographers of the time, as 
well as excerpts from his journals and 
letters. ( Feb 1-March 16) 

Northwest African 
American Museum 

★ Iconic Black Women: Ain’t I a 
Woman Hiawatha D. pays artistic 
tribute to brilliant Black women of 
history. ( Through Sun March 15) 

Christopher Shaw: 
Algorithm:Archetype Shaw explores 
the intersection of design and divi¬ 
nation through ceramic sculptures. 
(Through Sun April 5) 

Olympic Sculpture Park 

★ Regina Silveira: Octopus Wrap 

Brazilian artist Regina Silveira was 
drawn to the PACCAR Pavilion’s imme¬ 
diate surroundings. “The topography 
of this park is really special because it 
crosses many lines of traffic flow, from 
cars to trains,” she told The Stranger via 
telephone from her home in Sao Paulo. 
“I found it magical and was really 
impressed with the park’s strategy to 
take over the plot of land.” That focus 
on Olympic Sculpture Park’s decidedly 
urban context inspired Octopus Wrap's 
design: a series of black tire track 
adhesives that crisscross the pavilion’s 
walls and ceiling, all emanating from 
tiny motorcycles. Wrapping the building 
in such a fashion-a longtime practice 
of SiIveira’s—certainly makes the glass 
building stand out rather than blend 
into the landscape. GREGORY SCRUGGS 
(Through Sun March 8) 

Pacific Bonsai Museum 

Stone Images X Puget Sound 
Bonsai Association’s Viewing Stone 
Study Group unveils exemplars of 
these severely beautiful objects. 
Viewing stones are small natural rock 
formations that are usually displayed 
on wooden stands and sometimes 
polished. (You may have seen such a 
stone play an important role in Bong 
Joon-ho’s film Parasite.) (Through 
Sun Jan 5) 

Seattle Art Museum 

★ Danny Lyon: Dissenter in His 
Own Country American photogra¬ 
pher Danny Lyon has long been part 


of the civil rights movement and its 
successors, beginning in his student 
days in the 1960s. This exhibition 
gathers prints from three bodies of 
work from 1963 to 1980, offering 
honest and dramatic images of 
subjects from “bikeriders on a race 
track” to “children in the streets of 
Colombia." (Through Sun June 28) 

★ Aaron Fowler: 2019 Knight 
| Lawrence Prize Winner Every 
other year, the Knight | Lawrence 
Prize is awarded to an early-career 
Black artist. And in 2019, the prize 
went to Harlem, Los Angeles, and 
St. Louis-based Aaron Fowler, who 
creates elaborate assemblages 
made of discarded found objects and 
other unconventional materials. The 
results are pieces falling somewhere 
between painting and sculpture, 
grander and larger-than-life and quite 
literally coming off the wall into the 
gallery. Looking to the compositional 
form of American history painting 
and religious iconography, his mixed- 
media work addresses issues such as 
American history, hip-hop, incarcera¬ 
tion, and family. JK (Dec 13-June 28) 

★ Exceptionally Ordinary: Mingei 
1920-2020 Unfussy treasures of 
the Mingei movement, which was 
launched by the Japanese collector 
Yanagi Soetsu in the 1920s and 
fostered an appreciation for simplicity 
and utility, include folk-art-influenced 
ceramics, textiles, sculptures, and 
prints from Japan, Korea, and the US. 
(Dec 14-July 11) 


★ Flesh and Blood: Italian Master¬ 
pieces from the Capodimonte 
Museum Flesh and Blood consists 
of 40 works by Spanish, Italian, and 
French Renaissance and Baroque 
master artists. These works are from 
the collection of Museo e Real Bosco 
di Capodimonte, in the hills of Naples, 
Italy, and this is the first time many of 
them have traveled together. Perhaps 
the most exciting thing is the inclusion 
of Italian Baroque painter Artemisia 
Gentileschi’s Judith and Holofernes 
(1612-1613). It depicts the Old 
Testament story of Judith, a beautiful 
Jewish heroine, assassinating the 
Assyrian general Holofernes. Judith 
used her looks and Holofernes’s 
desire to get into his tent, where he 
passed out after drinking too much, 
and she beheaded him with a giant 
sword, absconding with his decap¬ 
itated head and saving her city and 
the people in it. Gentileschi’s Judith is 
clothed, and she shows absolutely no 
qualms about the task. The surety and 
determination on her face is matched 
by the way she grabs Holofernes’s 
hair, holding him so that she can 
position the sword accurately. She’s a 
butcher of tyrannical men. JK (Through 
Sun Jan 26) 

American Modernism Georgia 
O’Keeffe, Marsden Hartley, Arthur 
Dove, and John Marin were modernist 
painters championed by photogra¬ 
pher Alfred Stieglitz. This exhibition 
features two major works from the 
movement, O’Keeffe’s Music—Pink 


and Blue No. 1 and Marsden Hartley’s 
Painting No. 49, Berlin, as well as 
other works from the permanent 
collection. (Through Sun Feb 23) 

★ John Akomfrah: Future History 
Three works by nontraditional film¬ 
maker John Akomfrah play on multiple 
screens in the gallery. Immerse 
yourself in Tropikos, set during the 
encounter of Europe and Africa in the 

16th century; discover maritime explo¬ 
ration in Vertigo Sea, a combination 
of archival and new recordings about 
both peaceful waters and disasters at 
sea; and revisit the birth of the internet 
in The Last Angel of History. (March 5- 
May3) 

★ Georgia O’Keeffe: Abstract 
Variations The museum celebrates 
the acquisition of O’Keeffe’s Music- 
Pink and Blue, No. 1, which it calls 
“the first complete expression of 
her personal brand of modernism,” 
with an exhibition that also features 
loaned paintings, drawings, and Alfred 
Stieglitz’s photographs of the artist. 
(March 5-May 3) 

★ Material Differences: German 
Perspectives This gallery is dedicated 
to post-World War II German art, 
including Anselm Kiefer’s large, thickly 
layered canvases and Katharina 
Mann’s giant mouse sculpture, 
supplemented by photos of the 
Russian front by Dmitry Baltermants. 
The works offer fascinating glimpses 
into the trauma of dictatorship and 
war, and the ways in which artists have 


grappled with new representations. 
(Through Sun April 26) 

★ You Are on Indigenous Land: 
Places/Displaces Traditional and 
contemporary art of Native peoples 
reflects matters of land, ancestry, and 
kinship through modern forms and 
handicrafts like basketry and weaving. 
Go for the artists’ mastery of their 
media, but also for a reminder of the 
deep roots of pre-Western cultures 
and the urgency of sovereignty and 
environmental issues. (Through Sun 
June 28) 

★ Michael Nicoll Yahgulanaas: 
Carpe Fin Yahgulanaas has been 
producing “Haida manga,” a new 
style marrying Haida formline with 
Japanese manga storytelling and 
other visual influences, for nearly two 
decades. SAM has commissioned a 
major new work from Yahgulanaas: 

a 6-by-19-foot watercolor mural 
based on a Haida story about a 
hunter “taken underwater to the 
realm of a powerful spirit.” The mural- 
accompanied by a 19th-century 
headdress made by Yahgulanaas’s 
relative Albert Edward Edensaw, a 
naaxin robe and pattern board, and 
the artist’s sketches-comments on 
environmental issues and humanity’s 
relationship with nature. (Through 
Sun Nov 1) 

Tacoma Art Museum 

★ Bart at TAM: Animating America’s 
Favorite Family This unauthorized 
look at the first 13 seasons of The 
Simpsons features 100 animation 
cels, scripts, and drawings in a zanily 
decorated exhibition space. (Through 
Tues Dec 31) 

Key to the Collection The museum 
displays some of the treasured gifts 
of its 5,000-piece collection, including 
legacies of Japanese woodblock 
prints, European paintings, and Amer¬ 
ican modern art. (Through Sun Jan 5) 

★ Monet, Renoir, Degas, and Their 
Circle: French Impressionism and 
the Northwest The Impressionists, far 
from ethereal or wishy-washy, were 
artistic badasses, turning traditional 
academic painting on its head. Don’t 
miss this chance to see paintings 

by Claude Monet, Pierre-Auguste 
Renoir, Camille Pissarro, Alfred Sisley, 
Gustave Caillebotte, Paul Gauguin, 
Berthe Morisot, Mary Cassatt, and 
Edgar Degas, plus American artists 
inspired by these innovators. (Through 
Sun Jan 5) 

Forgotten Stories: Northwest 
Public Art of the 1930s This exhi¬ 
bition revisits the public art initiatives 
under the WPA that helped pull 
America out of the depression. You’ll 
find art treasures created by some of 
the hundreds of artists employed by 
the government during the 1930s. 
(Opens Sat Feb 22) 

Native Portraiture: Power and 
Perception This exhibit invites you 
to contemplate structural oppression 
and appropriation of Native subjects 
in portraits by non-Native people, as 
well as Native artists’ reflections and 
reworking of this stereotypical iconog¬ 
raphy. (Through Sun March 1) 

Places to Call Home: Settlements 
in the West See representations of 
Western cities throughout their history 
and development, including beautiful 
works by immigrant or immigrant-de¬ 
scended artists like Kenjiro Nomura 
and Mian Situ. (Through Sun March 1) 

★ Immigrant Artists and the 
American West This exhibit helps 
rediscover stories and experiences 
of immigrant artists in Western 
expansion with works by people from 
Austria, Belgium, Canada, China, 
Denmark, England, France, Germany, 
Ireland, Russia, and Sweden. (Through 
Sun June 14) 

Washington State 
History Museum 

Men of Change: Power. Triumph. 

Truth. This traveling Smithsonian 
show highlights the achievements 
of African American men, from the 
Harlem Hellfighters to John Coltrane 
to LeBron James. (Dec 21-March 15) 


Collections Selections: Canoe 
Models Elegant models of canoes 
were created by different tribes as 
tourist trade items and representa¬ 
tional objects. The museum brings out 
some examples from its collection. 
(Through Mon Jan 13) 

Horizon Selections from the 
Washington State Historical Society’s 
collection from 1870 to 1966 are 
arranged so that their horizons align 
in imitation of a single landscape. 
(Through Mon Jan 13) 

Wing Luke Museum 

Woven Together This exhibition 
is devoted to personal stories from 
Burma. (Opens Fri Dec 6) 

Shining Through: Reflections of an 
Oceanic Future Five Pacific Islander 
artists take inspiration from “stories, 
myths, and personal experiences" to 
create visions of the future in various 
visual media. (Dec 7-Nov 10) 

New Year’s All Year Round Cele¬ 
brate the familial and cultural aspects 
of the Lunar New Year as the Year of 
the Pig segues into the Year of the 
Rat. Explore food, games, stories, and 
more. (Through Sun Feb 2) 

Where Beauty Lies The relationship 
between beauty standards, personal 
presentation, and representation 
among Asian Americans is examined 
in this new exhibition. (Through Sun 
Sept 19) 

GALLERIES 


4Culture Storefront Arcade 

Gala and Zack Bent: You Go Ahead 
(No, You First) - Round 2 Artists 
and partners Gala and Zack Bent will 
launch their video, which is “a recre¬ 
ation and restaging of [their] first 
collaboration" 20 years ago. (Dec 5- 
Oct31) 

Joe Hedges, Jiemei Lin: ‘A Curious 
Inventory’ and The Experimen¬ 
talist’ These partners’ surrealist, 
tragicomic video art will be on view. 
(Dec 5-Oct 31) 

Cheri Gaulke: Peep Totter Fly 
Multidisciplinary artist Gaulke’s four- 
channel video installation is adapted 
from her 2011 interactive installation. 
It shows a pair of bare legs in high 
heels struggling to navigate different 
natural environments, like Iceland’s 
volcanic wastelands and the Death 
Valley desert. (Dec 5-Oct 31) 

A/NT Gallery 

Festals of Seattle: Holidays of 
Diversity See holiday artwork 
courtesy of the multicultural festival 
producer Festal. (Through Sat Dec 28) 
Art of Alzheimer’s The community 
gallery hangs art by those experi¬ 
encing Alzheimer’s. (Jan 4-31) 

Center for Architecture 
& Design 

Balancing Act: Urbanism and 
Emerging Technologies This exhibi¬ 
tion explores the effects of pervasive 
technology on urban life, speculating 
on the future of cities and new tech. 
(Dec 5-Feb 22) 

Center on Contemporary Art 
(CoCA) 

★ Northwest Mystics 2019: 

Women of the PNW Twenty-two 
women artists working in various 
media, from music to sculpture to 
video, pay tribute to gallery owner 
and Northwest School maven 
Zoe Dusanne with performances, 
installations, and “lighted animatronic 
motion-sensitive ‘flowers’ that seem to 
speak directly to visitors." (Dec 5-21) 

cogean? 

★ Lulu Yee: I am attracted to you. 

Bushwick-based artist Lulu Yee’s 
ceramic figures have power. That is 
certain. When I visited the exhibition 
at cogean? gallery in Bremerton (the 
home of artists Joey Veltkamp and 
Ben Gannon), I was immediately 
struck by the playful joyousness of 
Yee’s work. Her gnomes come from 
the depths of the kindest imagination, 
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reminiscent of real-life animals 
combined with ones that crawl out of 
flower-filled dreams: sloths that walk 
like llamas, dogs with the grace of 
cows, etc. Yee often photographs her 
creations in situ, the bright ceramic 
figures contrasted against the craggy 
landscapes of Iceland and Montana 
(two places she also calls home). JK 
(Through Sun Dec IS) 

Columbia City Gallery 

Diverse Directions in Ceramics 

Discover a collection of ceramic art 
curated by Patti Warashina and Carol 
Gouthro, including works by Timea 
Tihanyi and Lois Harbaugh, for the 
gallery’s 20th anniversary. ( Through 
Sun Jan 5) 

The Paths We Travel Member artists 
Carol Hershman, Kamla Kakaria, 
Eliaichi Kimaro, Leslie Nan Moon, 
and Olivia Zapata reveal what they’ve 
been working on. ( Through Sun Jan 5) 

Core Gallery 

Collaboration on Canvas These 
collaborative paintings on canvas were 
made by more than 250 guests and 
supporters of local nonprofits Mary’s 
Place Day Center and Northshore 
Family Center, Angeline’s Day Center, 
Street Youth Ministries, Friends of 
Youth, Solid Ground, and Seattle 
Union Gospel Mission’s Hope Place. 
(Dec 4-14) 

Davidson Galleries 

Leaves from a Book of Hours The 

gallery displays vellum pages from a 
1501 Horae, Book of Hours (a type of 
prayer book owned by wealthy people 
in the Middle Ages) printed by Jean 
Poitevin. Feel awed by the survival 
of this precious devotional artifact, 
illustrated with lush wood-engraved 
panels. (Dec 5-21) 

★ Natural History: Botanical 
and Naturalist Subjects Who 
doesn’t love botanical and faunal 
illustration? This exhibition presents 
work by the 16th-century engraver 
Andres Lagunas, illustrator of the 
Dioscorides Anazarbeo, Acerca de 
la materia medicinal (“the Anazarbeo 
Dioscorides, on medicinal matter,” 

1555). These are accompanied by 
other hand-colored engravings of 
natural subjects. (Dec 5-21) 

Fantagraphics Bookstore 
and Gallery 

★ Short Run Marathon Prolong the 
excitement of the year’s biggest indie 
comics event in Seattle, Short Run, 
with this exhibition of select festival 
guests. ( Through Wed Dec 11) 

★ Krampus Kristmas Because 
Santa shouldn’t get all the love, the 
gallery pays homage to the Christmas 


demon with a collection of vintage 
images and works by local and 
far-flung artists. (Dec 14-Jan 8) 

Guy Colwell: Miniatures Under¬ 
ground artist, onetime Mattel toy 
artist, and Vietnam-era draft resister 
Guy Colwell (Doll) shows miniature 
paintings. (March 14-April8) 

Fogue Studios & Gallery 

Art Under $100 Shop reasonably 
priced art by local artists. (Through 
Tues Dec 24) 

Foster/White Gallery 

Erin Armstrong: The Space 
Between Faced with the reality 
of approaching climate change, 
Armstrong paints images that express 
“nostalgia for the natural world” as it 
rapidly transforms. (Dec 5-21) 

★ James Martin: The Book of 
Sunshine Circus denizens, anthropo¬ 
morphic animals, and mythical beings 
populate James Martin’s art. Martin 
was born in 1928 in Everett and 

has been creating these whimsical 
scenes for decades. This exhibition 
will include selections from his 
lengthy career, including pieces that 
haven’t been seen in public since their 
completion. (Jan 9-25) 

Group Show: New Works by 
Gallery Artists Discover works by 
artists represented by the gallery, 
including renowned painters like 
Shawn Huckins and Sheri Bakes, and 
sculptors like Tony Angell and George 
Rodriguez. (Feb 6-22) 

Gallery 110 

A Pet Project The gallery features 
paintings from the Pet Project, a local 
art show benefitting the Doney Coe 
Pet Clinic, which offers free vet care 
for the pets of homeless and low-in- 
come owners. (Dec 5-28) 

Gallery 4Culture 

★ Yunmi Her: The factory worker 

in 2016 Every morning outside Seat¬ 
tle-based artist Yunmi Her’s window, 
a factory worker stepped outside, 
ordered a sausage and drink from a 
food truck behind the building, ate it 
on the lid of a trash bin, and entered 
back through the blue door he exited 
from. Her-riveted by this quotidian 
routine—recorded her observations 
with a camera. Compelled by the 
idea of closeness to this worker, she 
created a video work based on her 
extrapolations of the factory worker’s 
life outside those brief moments they 
spent “together.” Using a two-channel 
video, male and female voice-overs, 
and Twitter accounts, Her explores the 
“shared but different” perspectives of 
subject and observer, jk (Jan 9-31) 

Tatjana Pavicevic This Seattle 
abstract artist, who hails from Sarajevo, 


creates etchings and other works 
on paper that reflect the trauma of 
modern warfare. (Feb 6-27) 

Nichole DeMent DeMent makes 
mixed-media encaustic paintings with 
a ghostly effect. (March 5-26) 

Ghost Gallery 

13th Annual Holiday Mini Art 
Exhibit Choose from hundreds of 
10-by-10-inch or smaller works by 
locals and artists farther afield. 

(Dec 12-Feb 10) 

Greg Kucera Gallery 

★ Norman Lundin: Remembered 
Detail I do believe in the holiness of 
certain overlooked spaces. Especially 
at times of the day that almost do not 
exist. Like, 3:30 p.m. is definitely a 
time, but 6:43 am? I don’t know her. 
Seattle-based artist Norman Lundin’s 
work memorializes and depicts this 
kind of time, in these kinds of spaces. 
The way the light from the late-after- 
noon sun slants through the windows 
onto the neglected side of a studio, 
or the orange glow of dawn outside 
the windows of a dark workroom. A 
reminder that the forgotten, the over¬ 
looked, the just barely remembered 
can be sacred and beautiful, too. JK 
(Through Sat Dec 21) 

★ Paul Rucker: Forever In past 
exhibitions, this Guggenheim Fellow- 
ship-winning artist and cellist has 
meditated on such topics as police 
shootings, racism, slavery, and other 
atrocities against African Americans 
and other people of color. His 2016 
series Forced Migration, for example, 
used animation and acrylics to expand 
upon the image of an enslaved 
person on a Confederate $100 bill. 
This exhibit features stamp prints on 
aluminum that depict activists, school- 
children, falsely accused teens, and 
others murdered by white suprema¬ 
cists. (Through Sat Dec 21) 

Harris Harvey Gallery 

Hart James: Blue Informed by 
the work of the Northwest Mystic 
painters, James portrays nature in its 
relationship to individuals using oils 
and charcoal. (Through Sat Dec 28) 

Small Works Group Exhibition 

Support the artist community and 
shop paintings, photos, prints, and 
more for the holidays. (Dec 5-28) 
Provenance This exhibition, drawing 
on private collections and artist 
estates, places emphasis on each 
artwork’s history—its journey from the 
artist’s hand to its current home. All 
works are for sale. (Jan 9-Feb 1) 

Gregg Laananen: Recent Works 

Laananen’s oil paintings bring out 
the textures and emotions of Pacific 
Northwest landscapes, German 
Expressionism-style. (Feb 6-29) 



Prince from Minneapolis 

THROUGH JANUARY 5 


MoPOP uses nearly 50 artifacts (instruments, photographs, artworks, 
clothes) to delve into what made late, great soul-pop artist Prince a super- 
star. (Museum of Pop Culture ) 
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(PALACE 

'• THEATER & ART &AR 


THE GAYEST bttk in (KORQOOWn 


Drag Shows, 
Burlesque, Music, 
Craft Cocktails & More 
Happy Hour 5-7 
~j Late Nights After 11pm 

5813 Airport Way S. R 


Make your winter brighter. 


No Minors - 21+ 


PLAY 


SfflTUTmM 

S P001P00M 


5811 AIRPORT WAY S. 


M.L. HOLLOWAY 
INSURANCE 






CAR, RENTERS, HOME, LIFE 
BUSINESS / MERCHANTS 
PROPERTY OWNERS 


REAL INSURANCE 
FROM REAL PEOPLE 

ZACK@MAUREENHOLLOWAY.COM 

425-271-0358 


VEGAN & VEGETARIAN MENU 
BOOZY TREATS • WEEKEND BRUNCH 

5501 Airport Way S. 

Round back by the tracks (206) 763-6764 
georgetownliquorcompany.com 


TRAC* 

Gill 13th AveS 
*767*2718 


teach guitar, bass, piano, 
voice, brass/ujooduiinds, 
strings, ensemble classes, 
and drums (dub!) 

☆ Z^/aQfefoOoQ ☆ 

Seattle Drum School of Music 

:ity: 12729 Lake City Way NE - 206.364.8815 
Georgetown: 1010 S. Bailey - 206.763.9700 
SeattleDrumSchool.com 


GEORGETOWN ART ATTACK! 


4K HERE 


FANTAGRAPHICS 

BOOKSTORE & GALLERY 
Comix, Graphic Novels 
and Badass Books 

1201 S. VALE STREET 
GEORGETOWN 
206.557.4910 


studio 


609 S Brandon, Seattle, WA 96109 
Open: Ehureday ■ salu relay 
l-Eprn or by appointment 
5ludioe9aSlerynet ^ infe@ 5 iudioe 9 a 3 lery.net 
206-7S2-S322 
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DECEMBER 14, JANUARY 11, FEBRUARY 8 




FAMILY VISITING FOR THE HOLIDAYS? 

KEEP THE PEACE. BOOK WITH US. 


BURGE 


For our winter discount, enter PROMO CODE: hatandboots 

georgetowninnseattle.com • 206.762.2233 


r * [ i f f c vineyard & 
k— 1 11 | ^ winery 

Georgetown Tasting Room 
Open Thu-Mon, Noon-8pm 
6006 12TH Ave. S. 
206-453-5034 


MACHINE 

HOUSE* 

BREWERY 


Onsite Taproom 
Open Wed-Sun 


^ WINE FLIGHTS, CHARCUTERIE, 
SEATED TASTINGS & HEATED PATIO 


English Cask Ales in 
Historic Georgetown 


fiwiOut 


6235 AIRPORT WAY S N 
SUITE 102, SEATTLE, WA ^ 
206-717-7387 ,,/S 


TheStran9er.com/EverOut 


NASHVILLE HOT CHICKEN 
1128 3 ALBRO PL, GEORGETOWN 
206-762-3767 


Now Open 


SEE THE MENU 

WWW.KATSUFUK&£il.COM 


OPEN AT HAM DAILY 
HAPPY HOUR 3-6PM DAILY 
KID FRIENDLY 
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E30 

WEST 


Building 30 West Art Studios’ 
OPEN STUDIO event 

Sunday Dec. 15, l-5pm 

Magnuson Park: 7448 63rd Ave NE, Seattle, WA 98115 

This is a FREE event and FREE parking is available. 

Come to Magnuson Park to visit Building 30 West during 
their bi-annual Open Studio event. Explore the working 
studios of over 30 artists and see the art show, “Duet” 
which will be in the Magnuson Park Gallery (housed in 
Building 30 West). There will be music and merriment! 



•)A. 50 ARTSFUND 

v 

Leadership 1 Advocacy | Grant Making 

l_ _l 

BUILDING COMMUNITY THROUGH 

dll JBL 

s* V f®\ 

THE ARTS FOR 50 YEARS 

( , V\ W 


1 II 




a community 
art space 
with new, 
non-juried, 
shows opening 
every month 



December l td 28,2D19 
■ MdvfCekbwlm with for !'. 1 
► Miirydfl Kanbyr: Mrttmoflife 

Opening Saturday December 7 
0 is 9pm 

December H 2019 thru January 25, 2020 
'AftofAbhmtfs 
Opening Saturday January 4 
6 to 9pm 

Jan wry 28 Him February 2 2,2020 
*hmtbftckkkmF&it 
Opening Saturday February 1 
0 to 9pm 

Seattle Center 
International 
Fountain Pavilion 

antBr3Hery.org/winter2020 


ARTISTS COOPERATIVE 

GALLERY 


THINGS™ DO 



EDUARDO CALDERON 


Fay Jones: Las Golondrinas 

THROUGH JANUARY 25 

Fay Jones presents new large-scale works on paper that depict landscapes 
based on things she observed looking out her bedroom window. (James 
Homs Gallerr /) 


John McCormick and Joel Brock 

Northern Californian artist John 
McCormick’s traditional landscapes 
and nature studies are paired with 
Joel Brock’s natural and architectural 
studies in pastel, charcoal, graphite, 
acrylic, and gesso. ( March 5-28) 

Jack Straw New Media 
Gallery 

★ Naima Lowe: Aren’t They All Just 
Love Songs Anyway? Multimedia 
artist Naima Lowe poses a question 
with the title of her exhibit that I have 
often wondered about myself. Aren’t 
They All Just Love Songs Anyway? will 
feature new music, videos, sculptures, 
and drawings that explore the “risks 
and pleasures of being Black and 
valuing love.” Like in her past work, 
Lowe will draw on Black musical tradi¬ 
tions, tracing the relationship between 
Black trauma and Black joy. Lowe will 
also use the color pink “as a cipher to 
reclaim Black humanity.” JK ( Through 
Fri Dec 13) 

Jacob Lawrence Gallery 

★ As, Not For If you don’t know much 
about African American modernist 
and Bauhausian design, this exhibition 
co-organized by the gallery and the 
design firm Civilization will get you 
started with a survey of work created 
by artists from 1865 to 1999. Jerome 
Harris curates. ( March 5-26) 

Janies Harris Gallery 

★ Fay Jones: Las Golondrinas 

Seattle-based artist Fay Jones- 
whose work you may recognize from 
the Westlake Station-speaks in 
symbols and signs. The characters 
and figures of her paintings seem 
to come out of a lovely but strange 
dream: bunnies floating in the sky, 
sentient clouds, giant shadows of 
palettes hovering just above the 
horizon. In Las Golondrinas, Jones is 
presenting new large-scale works on 
paper that depict landscapes based 
on things she observed looking out 
her bedroom window. Dedicated to 
the memory of her late husband, artist 
Robert C. Jones (who passed away 
in January 2019), Jones explores 
grief, hope, loss, and joy. JK ( Through 
Sat Jan 25) 

J. Rinehart Gallery 

★ New Additions: Lesley Frenz, 
Emily Gherard, Saya Moriyasu 

Frenz’s abstracts mimic the atmo¬ 
spheres and landscapes of the Pacific 
Northwest and the coast. Gherard’s 
phantasmal monochromes seem like 
humped shapes, doorways, human 
figures, or even coffins, depending 
on how you look at them. Moriyasu’s 
representational ceramic sculptures 
sometimes channel a folkloric vibe 
while alluding to “animism, Americana, 


class, history, consumerism, humor, 
decorative arts, Buddhism and love of 
beauty.” ( Through Sat Dec 21) 

★ Shaun Kardinal: Present Tense 

The art of active local conceptualist 
Kardinal is always worth a look. Here, 
he uses embroidered paper collages 
“revealing connections between 
spaces" to weave a reflection on space, 
time, nature, and climate. The gallery 
writes, “A portion of proceeds from 
sales will be donated to the Sierra Club 
Foundation, funding climate solutions 
and conservation.” ( Jan 4-Feb 15) 

★ Tara Flores: Subtle Matter The 
paintings of Tara Flores are supremely 
satisfying to take in-their colors, 
patterns, and energies are radiant, 
always beginning from a point either 
in the center or corner, bursting in 
seed-like rays, moving outward. In their 
colorful abstraction, they are sublime. 

In Subtle Matter, Flores meditates on 
and responds to the healing properties 
of individual crystals, the title of the 
show referencing the Etheric or Subtle 
Body, which is the layer of energy 
just outside the physical body. In her 
exploration of the physical effects of 
energies, the vibe check on this show 
is curious, positive, and healing. JK 

C Feb 22-April 4) 

King Street Station 

★ Brighter Future: To be heard. To 
be seen. To be free. More than 50 
local artists of color respond to the 
current political climate in this non-juried 
exhibition. Discover creative achieve¬ 
ments by Carol Rashawna Williams, 
Juliana Kang Robinson, Eliachi Kamaro, 
Tatiana Garmendia, Barry Johnson, 
Anouk Rawkson, and many, many 
others. ( Through Sat Jan 11) 

Koplin Del Rio Gallery 

Winter Salon Budding collectors are 
encouraged to peruse this exhibition 
of work by emerging and established 
artists. (Dec 5-Feb 1) 

Photography Group Show Travel 
back to the analog era with this 
exhibition of “pre-digital” Pacific 
Northwest photography. (Feb 6- 
March 28) 

Linda Hodges Gallery 

★ Klara Glosova and Mya Kerner 

This show brings us work by two 
Seattle-based artists. Glosova is a 
Czech-born multidisciplinary artist 
who creates primarily through 
drawing and paintings. Taking 
inspiration from her history growing 
up in Eastern Europe as well as her 
experience as an artist and mother, 
Glosova’s work is bright, its figures 
draped in bold swatches of color. 
Kerner—a multidisciplinary artist with 
a background in permaculture—works 
in mediums like paint and wire to 
create tranquil mountainscapes that 


seemingly exist outside of space and 
time. Her approach to her work is 
influenced by her Eastern European 
forester lineage, which aids in her 
exploration of place and memory. JK 
(Jan 3-Feb 1) 

★ Gabriel Fernandez and Lisa 
Golightly It’s a twofer of Oregonian 
painters: Beaverton resident Gabriel 
Fernandez paints photorealist scenes 
of unpopulated ordinary rooms and 
neighborhoods, taking as subjects 
sleek Airstream trailers, empty 
bathrooms, or unoccupied sofas. 
Portlander Lisa Golightly, who paints 
figurative and abstract works, makes 
excellent use of dapples of light, 
reaching for “the unplanned and the 
in-between.” ( Feb 6-29) 

★ Justin Duffus Duffus’s realistic 
paintings resemble snapshots of 
turbulent human behaviors, calling 
to us to flesh out the stories behind 
them. They isolate the strangeness of 
our fellow people, our possessions, our 
spaces, and our rituals. ( March 5-28) 

MadArt 

★ Ian McMahon: Aperture Virginia- 
based artist Ian McMahon’s work deals 
with the oversized and overstuffed, the 
permanent and ephemeral. Upending 
expectations of material and form, 
McMahon creates steel structures 
stuffed with what look like voluminous 
down pillows. It appears inviting 
enough to hop onto. But instead of 
goose feathers, his puffy pieces are 
made of molded plaster that only 
mimics softer material. With MadArt’s 
mission to bring art into people’s 

lives in unexpected ways, McMahon’s 
site-specific work is sure to awe and 
inspire. JK (Jan 6-March 28) 

Meany Center for the 
Performing Arts 

Empathy While you’re attending a 
performance at Meany Center, take 
in these videos, paintings, and photos 
by UW School of Art + Art History + 
Design students, who evoke themes 
of diversity, relationships, languages, 
and empathy. Student Elizabeth 
Calvillo curates. (Through Sat June 13) 

Method Gallery 

Margaret Chodos-lrvine: Corral 

Chodos-lrvine joins 12 identical 
white men’s dress shirts into a single 
cloth ring in this examination of the 
“psychological shell” provided by 
formal garments. (Dec 5-28) 

Ryan W. Kelly: Forest from the 
Trees Wander through a dreamy, 
illogical “ad hoc forest” fashioned 
from papier-mache, ceramic, and 
wood. (Jan 3-Feb 15) 

★ Alison Stigora: Shelter Jasmyne 
Keimig writes: “Seattle artist Alison 
Stigora creates gigantic sculptures 





















WINTER 2019/2020 27 


that are constructed of coastal drift¬ 
wood or galvanized steel, often filling 
up the gallery space and overpowering 
the viewer with their presence. Her 
work is aware of itself in a way that 
doesn’t seek to shrink it or make 
it easy to comprehend, but rather 
forces viewers to interact with it." In 
this exhibition, according to publicity 
materials, she creates a “vaulted struc¬ 
ture filling Method Gallery in a vortex 
that threatens to overtake the space.” 
{March 5-April 18) 

Museum of Museums 

Brian Sanchez and Neon Saltwater 

This new gallery space opens with a 
bright red installation by kitschy, tech¬ 
nology-oriented Neon Saltwater and 
painter of luscious abstracts Brian 
Sanchez. {Opens Fri Feb 7) 

★ Goodwitch/Bad witch This new 
indie arts space’s first-ever group 
show focuses on a trendy topic: magic 
and its relationship with contemporary 
art. It’s curated by occult artist Hood- 
witch and includes work by horologist 
Brittany Nicole Cox, among others. 
{Feb 7-April 26) 

Oxbow 

Lauren Boilini and Hank Cowdery in 
Residence See new work developed 
by large-scale painter Lauren Boilini 
and artist/sculptor Hank Cowdery 
during their residency. {Jan 11-Feb 8) 

★ Emily Gherard in Residence 

Former Stranger critic Jen Graves has 
written, “For quiet contemplation and 
wonder, we need Seattle artist Emily 
Gherard’s living, breathing drawings 
of something-they hint at rocks 
or shadows or sheer presences." 
Gherard develops new work at this 
residency. {Feb 24-March 16) 

Path with Art 

Winter Visions The students of Path 
with Art once again show what they’ve 
learned. (Dec 5-Jan 31) 

Patricia Rovzar Gallery 

Celebrate Art The Patricia Rovzar 
Gallery will celebrate 27 years of 
existence with their annual group 
show. (Dec 5-28) 

Photographic Center 
Northwest 

★ Innovation at the Intersection 
of Science, Technology, and 
Photography Witness historical and 
contemporary photography at the 
cutting edge of science and tech¬ 
nology by Amir Zaki, Richard Barnes, 
Evert Bongers, Barbara Bosworth, 
Eadweard Muybridge, Zachary Burns, 
and many others. {Through Sun 

Dec 15) 

★ Exploring Passages within 
the Black Diaspora In this massive 
link-up of the Frye Museum, Jacob 
Lawrence Gallery, Photographic Center 
Northwest, and independent curator 
Berette Macaulay, the cause celebre 

is female-identifying photographers 
of the Black diaspora. This is courtesy 
of the MFON Collective (a journal and 
movement founded by artists Delphine 
Barrayn and Laylah Fawundu, and 
named after Nigerian American photog¬ 
rapher Mmekutmfon “Mfon” Essien), 
which brings attention to photography 
rarely seen, celebrated, or critically 
engaged by the art world at large. At 
PCNW, work by these artists will be 
on display for viewers to take in. And 
cheers to that. JK {Jan 16-March 22) 

Pottery Northwest 

Tzyy Yi Young: Solo Show This artist 
finishes her residency at the pottery 
studio with pieces and installations 
reflecting on “intimacy, community, 
strength, and altruism.” {Jan 10-31) 

Amanda Salov: Solo Show Discover 
what former resident artist Salov has 
been doing at this solo sculpture 
exhibition. {Feb 7-28) 

Soda Fired Invitational Soda firing 
involves spraying a sodium vapor into 
a hot kiln while a work is baking. Nine 
artists show off their proficiency with 
the technique in a variety of forms. 
{March 6-27) 

Push/Pull 

Collective Conscience The art coop¬ 
erative invites members to contribute 
nicely priced work to this non-themed 


exhibition. All the pieces are ready 
to take home, and you can also 
buy an issue of the third Collective 
Conscience comics and illustrations 
anthology. {Through Tues Dec 17) 

★ Julia Wald: The Golem: A Family 
History Pen-and-ink artist Julia 
Wald, locally known for her skillful, 
idiosyncratic architectural drawings, 
posters, and comics, reflects on her 
Jewish family’s history of refugeeism 
through the metaphor of the golem, a 
benevolent monster made of mud and 
stones. The artist states, “My family’s 
collective history can be summed up 
pretty nicely as a combination of hope 
and despair, monsters and saviors.” 
(Dec 19-Jan 14) 

Black & White & Re(a)d All Over 

Artists from the collective restrict 
themselves to a palette of black, 
white, and red to fulfill a single 
requirement: They must include a 
“literary or print reference” in their 
work. {Jan 16-Feb 18) 

Sanctus Ignotus Artists from the 
collective illustrate canonical and non- 
canonical/unconventional saints. 

{Feb 20-March 17) 

SAM Gallery 

Under the Influence Local artists 
Deborah Bell, Alfred Harris, Iskra 
Johnson, Laura Van Horne, and 
Junko Yamamoto celebrate Asian 
influence, in conjunction with the 
2020 reopening of the Seattle Asian 
Art Museum. (Dec 5-29) 

New Art New Artists 2020 SAM 
welcomes new artists like Phyllis 
Emmert, Annie Lewis, Anne Nequette, 
and Joey Robinson. {Jan 1-Feb 2) 

★ Northwest Abstractions In 
conjunction with the Seattle Art 
Museum’s opening of Georgia 
O’Keeffe: Abstract Variations, the 


gallery brings together work by skilled 
contemporary abstract artists Alfred 
Harris, Anna Macrae, and Laura 
Thorne. {March 4-29) 

Schack Art Center 

Holiday Exhibit Shop festive works by 
the Colored Pencil Society of America 
artists as well as potters, painters, and 
others. {Through Sat Jan 4) 

Shift 

Miha Sarani: Everywhere at Once 

Sarani made the news in 2016 
when his large-scale thesis painting 
of musician Sananda Maitreya was 
slashed in what some thought was a 
racially motivated act of defacement. 

In this exhibition, Slovenia-born Sarani 
delves into representation, authorship, 
the role of medium, and the painting 
process. {Jan 2-Feb 1) 

Theatrics: Behavior that is 
intended to get attention David 
Traylor, Barbara Shaiman, James 
Gill, and Karen Klee-Atlin hold your 
attention with ceramics, photography, 
and prints. {Jan 2-Feb 1) 

★ Kara Mia Fenoglietto: Hope all 
is well. Recently, I’ve been confronted 
about my use of “Best” when signing 
off e-mails. Where I thought the 
valediction exuded professionalism, 
competence, and friendliness, it’s 
apparently interpreted as hostile, 
insincere, and condescending to the 
recipient. Seattle-based artist Kara 
Mia Fenoglietto uses another sign-off, 
“Hope all is well," as a starting point 
for her conceptual soft sculpture 
installation that “examines the discon¬ 
nect between anxieties and appear¬ 
ances." Fenoglietto’s sculptures and 
garments will use bold digital patterns 
and shape-distorting silhouettes to 
bridge the divide between the public 
and private self. JK {Feb 6-29) 


★ Peggy Murphy: The Still Life 
Question In early 2019, Chase 
Burns wrote of Murphy’s last exhibit 
{Uprising), “Peggy Murphy’s lush and 
scrawling works on paper, based on 
‘observations on an unruly garden,’ 
are helpful things to meditate on as 
we straddle the line between winter’s 
darkness and spring’s grayness.’’ In 
The Still Life Ouestion, her acrylic 
paintings convey ideas of “tenuous 
stability, slippery boundaries, and 
blurred identities." {Feb 6-29) 

SOIL 

Playground The Tropical Contempo¬ 
rary collective-made up of self-de¬ 
scribed femmes, queers, kinksters, 
and people of color-explore fantasy, 
play, and their vital role in society 
through mostly two-dimensional 
artworks. (Dec 5-28) 

★ Chris Buening: Empty Heads 

Buening has previously mined his past 
to conjure childhood and adolescent 
memories and artifacts. Here, he 
displays ceramic work enlivened by 
such influences as “face (celfie) plant 
pots, face jugs, 70s creamers and 
vases, memory pots, and other folk 
pottery." {Jan 2-25) 

SPAC 

At the edge of both Serrah Russell 
and Zack Bent have curated a 
selection of artists who plumb “liminal 
spaces," evoking imaginary realms. 

{Jan 13-March 6) 

Specialist 

Madeleine Cichy: A Body as Big 
as This Room California artist 
Cichy paints beaded curtain scenes 
in watercolor and acrylics. Here's 
a little poem that accompanies the 
exhibition: "My edge meets the beads, 


which I can feel. / Me feeling me, in 
a hanging responsive field. / And it’s 
a twinkling debut, like your birthday 
in an instant! / Ora quick how-do- 
you-do without a handshake. / A 
brief passage, made fun and candy 
colored." (Dec 5-Jan 25) 

Stonington Gallery 

★ Stonington Celebrates 40: 40th 
Anniversary Group Exhibition 

Celebrate 40 years of top-notch 
Northwest Coastal and Alaskan art 
with a Native focus as this excellent 
gallery hosts a group exhibition. 

(Dec 5-31) 

studio e 

Organic Archival This group exhi¬ 
bition promises “lusciously packed 
surfaces, playful personal narratives, 
[and] deliciously indulgent use of 
material and other forms of escape." 
{Through Sat Dec 28) 

★ Places Dreamed/Real Michael 
Doyle, Christopher Gee, David C. 
Kane, Emily Pettigrew, and Sue Rose 
generate uncanny scenes drawn from 
the ambiguity of dreams and reality. 
{Jan 16-Feb 1) 

Suzanne Zahr Gallery 

Catherine McMillan, Michelle 
Williams Drink some wine and check 
out Michelle Williams’s “minimalist 
porcelain vessels” and Catherine 
McMillan’s “stoneware and porcelain 
donuts," and enter a $10 raffle to win 
one of said donuts. {Through Sun 
Dec 29) 

TASTE at SAM 

Perri Howard See mixed-media 
canvases, focusing on imagery 
evoking mapping and navigation, by 


Twisp artist Perri Howard. {Through 
Sun Feb 2) 

★ Liz Tran: Cleave the Moon The 

dominant shape in Tran's brightly 
colored, exuberant paintings is circles 
that look like gears in a machine that 
creates happiness from a movie set in 
a flower-power utopia. {Feb 5-May 3) 

Traver Gallery 

Michael Peterson Sculptor Peterson 
reshapes, sandblasts, bleaches, and 
otherwise alters madrone, locust, and 
cherry wood, producing objects that 
look oddly anatomical. {Through Sat 
Dec 21) 

Tori Karpenko Karpenko, trained as 
a painter in Italy, renders beautiful 
landscapes-transparent lakes, 
brambly mountains, and gleaming ice. 
He also sculpts with natural materials. 
{Through Sat Dec 21) 

True Love Tattoo & Art Gallery 

★ About Time This tattoo parlor/ 
gallery/shop always has fun ideas for 
group shows. For this exhibit, more 
than 50 local artists have worked 
their magic on clock faces. {Through 
Fri Jan 3) 

Vachon Gallery 

Sanctuary Print Shop This interac¬ 
tive exhibition, which invites visitors 
to participate by hosting silk-screen 
printing events, uses poster art to 
spread pro-immigrant, pro-refugee 
messages. {Through Fri Feb 21) 

Various locations 

★ Jacob Lawrence Legacy Resi¬ 
dency Collaboration Once again, 
Jacob Lawrence Gallery and SOIL 
Gallery display work by a resident 
Black artist. This year, internationally 
exhibited artist Marisa Williamson, 
who works in video, performance, 
and installation, has been selected to 
introduce Seattle to her work about 
“themes of history, race, feminism, and 
technology." {Feb 5-29) 

Vestibule 

Justyn Hegreberg & Sara Osebold: 
RELIC (II) Osebold and Hegreberg 
dredge up relics of the past through 
mixed media and sculpture. {Sat 
Dec 14) 

★ Emily Tanner-McLean: Rose/ 
rose/rose/rose Riffing off the first 
line in Gertrude Stein’s 1913 poem 
“Sacred Emily” (“Rose is a rose is a 
rose is a rose"), Seattle-based artist 
Emily Tanner McLean is playing 
with this symbol of love, devotion, 
and sexuality by iterating the 
flower throughout her multimedia 
installation. The rose will make visual 
and sonic appearances in video “wall¬ 
paper,” organic and found materials, 
and audio compositions. Seeking to 
disrupt the visitor’s experience with 
the flower but also “their security 

of symbolic conventions in general," 
enthusiastic participants are invited 
to spend select nights in the gallery 
within the installation. JK {Jan 18- 
Feb 16) 

WaNaWari 

★ Chantal Gibson, Brenetta Ward, 
Storme Webber, Moses Sun: 
Installations This cycle, Wa Na Wari 
brings us stellar works from four 
Pacific Northwest artists. In the same 
vein as her own work, Vancouver-based 
artist-educator Chantal Gibson’s piece 
allows visitors to make redaction poetry 
from problematic historical texts about 
James Baldwin. Seattle-based Brenetta 
Ward is a third-generation quilter and 
will present her beautifully patterned 
pieces to the space. There’s an installa¬ 
tion from multimedia artist Moses Sun, 
who explores blackness in his work. 

And Two Spirit, Alutiiq/Black/Choctaw 
interdisciplinary artist Storme Webber 
debuts Home of Good: A Black Seattle 
Storyquilt, the result of a collaboration 
between her and educator Dr. Maxine 
Mimms. JK {Through Sat Dec 28) 

Winston Wachter Fine Art 

★ Maja Petrie, Etsuko Ichikawa, 
Peter Gronquist: Digital Perspec¬ 
tives This group exhibition brings 
together three artists whose work-in 
one way or another-utilizes different 
digital mediums to talk about 
humanity’s relationship to the world 
around us. Petrie will be presenting 



COURTESY OF J. RINEHART GALLERY 


Tara Flores: Subtle Matter 

FEBRUARY 22-APRIL 4 

In her latest exhibition, Tara Flores meditates on and responds to the healing properties of individual 
crystals. (J. Rinehart Gallery ) 
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THINGS 12 DO 


Particle Attraction, a new interac¬ 
tive piece where viewers have the 
chance to walk through a simulated 
landscape. Ichikawa will continue 
her exploration of nuclear waste and 
“what we choose to leave behind” 
in Murmurings of Love, in which a 
futuristic figure smashes a vessel 
made of uranium glass. And finally, 
in A Visual History of the Invisible 2, 
Gronquist will project a “soothing and 
hypnotic” digital installation of a large 
gold fabric magically suspended 
against a bright-blue sky. JK ( Through 
Sat Dec 21) 

★ Christopher Boffoli: Bite Sized 

Boffoli positions minuscule, hand- 
painted human figurines on seemingly 
vast landscapes of food and drink. 

You may have seen his tongue-in- 
cheek photography featured on NBC 
First Look or in Business Insider. 

(Through Sat Dec 21) 

★ Susan Dory: Exotic Mass In 

2012, Jen Graves wrote: “Susan 
Dory’s color combinations have 
always been luscious. But in the last 
two years, her work has undergone a 
transformation—in Catenary Curves, 
Dory’s signature softness and refined 
paint handling has gone a little bit 
street It’s as if each painting were 
a set of open jaws, or many sets 
of jaws, each vying for space in a 
fractured horizon. It is an exhilarating 
break.” See how Dory’s style has 
evolved even further at this solo 
show. ( Through Sat Dec 21) 

Women Painters of 
Washington 

Small Works The long-established 
women-focused show space sports 
artwork that measures less than 24 
inches “in any direction.” ( Through 
Fri Jan 3) 

ZINC contemporary 

Rachel Campbell: What Are You 
Looking For? This oil painter, origi¬ 
nally from New Zealand, explores the 
rich textures of interior and exterior 
spaces. ( Through Sat Dec 14) 

ART EVENTS 


Asian Art Museum 

★ Asian Art Museum Reopening 

The museum is reopening after more 
than two long years! Rediscover the 
collection of ancient and contem¬ 
porary treasures from China, Japan, 
India, Korea, Southeast Asia, the 


Himalayas, the Philippines, and 
Vietnam—admission is free all 
weekend long. (Feb 8-9) 

Bellevue Arts Museum 

Loggia Lectures with Rob Prufer: 
Visions of the Past Art scholar Rob 
Prufer will lecture on Persian poet 
Ferdowsi and his saga Shahnameh 
(The Book of Kings), the illustrations 
that embellished Shahnameh manu¬ 
scripts in subsequent centuries, and 
the connection between Zoroastri¬ 
anism and contemporary adornment 
as seen in Playa Made: The Jewelry of 
Burning Man. (Thurs Jan 30) 

Building 30 

Building 30 West Open Studios 
and Holiday Small Works Show 

Wander through 25 artist studios, 
hear local music, check out the 
Holiday Small Works show, and buy 
creative goodies for your loved ones. 
(Sun Dec 15) 

Equinox Studios 

★ Very Open House See the work 
of more than 100 artists and artisans 
in four buildings at the mammoth 
Georgetown arts collective. The 
studios also promise “guest artists, 
music, poetry, dance, demos, food 
trucks, and a whole lot more! “ Stay 
after 10 p.m. for a night of revelry. 

(Sat Dec 14) 

Gage Academy of Art 

Winter Art History Lecture Series 

Whether you’re an artist or just 
looking to pick up some more history 
knowledge, these lectures by Gage 
instructors and others will offer infor¬ 
mation about artists and movements 
from ancient Mesopotamia all the 
way to the present. (Jan 15-March 4) 

Inscape 

Holiday Bazaar 2019 Check out 
many, many artists’ studios and 
pick out some gifts for families and 
friends at this expansive shindig. 

(Sun Dec 15) 

Museum of History & 
Industry (MOHAI) 

Sari Stories Indian women will tell 
stories related to their saris at this 
afternoon event that will also include 
a sari draping demo, a raffle for those 
wearing their own saris, chai tasting, 
and food from Saffron Grill. (Sun 
Dec 15) 


Palace Theatre & Art Bar 

Historic Seattle & Georgetown Art 
Attack: A Group Show and Sale 

A benefit for the Historic Seattle 
society. (Sat Dec 14) 

Pottery Northwest 

ClayFest Northwest Celebrate 
clay art “from teapots to abstract 
sculpture” at this celebration featuring 
work—which you can buy!—by more 
than 40 Pacific Northwest artists. 
(Dec 13-20) 

Seattle Center 

★ ACES: Artists of Color Expo & 
Symposium This exposition of local 
talent, showcasing the wealth of work 
by 75 artists of color selected from 
an open call, promises 80 activities, 
talks by keynote speakers Nikkita 
Oliver and Paul Rucker, and more. 
(Feb 28-29) 

ART WALKS 


Art Up PhinneyWood 

Second Fridays 

Ballard Art Walk 

Second Saturdays 

Ballard Night Out 

Third Thursdays 

Belltown Art Walk 

Second Fridays 

Capitol Hill Art Walk 

Second Thursdays 

Fremont First Friday 

First Fridays 

Georgetown Art Attack 

Second Saturdays 

Pioneer Square Art Walk 

First Thursdays (second Thursday in 
Jan due to holiday) 

U-District Art Walk 

Third Fridays 

West Seattle Art Walk 

Second Thursdays 



COURTESY OF WINSTON WACHTER FINE ART 

Maja Petrie, Etsuko Ichikawa, 
Peter Gronquist: Digital 
Perspectives 

THROUGH DECEMBER 21 

Three artists use different digital mediums to discuss humanity’s relationship 
to the world around us. (Winston Wachter Fine Art) 
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THINGS 12 DO -► Performance 


By Chase Burns, Christopher Frizzelle, Jasmyne Keimig, 
Leilani Polk, Rich Smith, and Joule Zelman 


THEATER 


Through Sun Dec 22 

Shout, Sister, Shout! Rejoice in the 
music and power of the “Godmother 
of Rock ‘n’ Roll," Rosetta Tharpe, the 
amazing singer and guitarist who 
transformed American music. ( Seattle 
Repertory Theatre, $17-$80) 

Through Tues Dec 24 



Fiddler on the Roof 

JANUARY 14-19 

Tony-winning director (and one-time Seattleite) Bartlett Sher presents his latest touring revival of the much-produced musical 
based on the stories of Tevye the Dairyman. (Paramount Theatre ) 


Christmastown If your holiday 
season lacks slinky dames, growling 
gumshoes, and hard-boiled bosses, 
try Seattle playwright Wayne Rawley’s 
Christmas noir, back onstage once 
again. ( Seattle Public Theater, $34) 

Through Sat Dec 28 

★ A Christmas Carol ACT Theatre’s 
production of A Christmas Carol is a 
dependable, simple pleasure, with just 
enough variation to warrant returning 
year after year. Kelly Kitchens will 
direct. (ACT Theatre, $37-$75) 

Dec 5-22 

★ Hershey Felder: Beethoven 

Former Stranger writer Sean Nelson 
described Felder as an “astonishingly 
gifted vocalist and pianist, not merely 
in terms of pure technique, but in his 
capacity for restraint.” In this show, he 
takes on the roles of both Ludwig von 
Beethoven and his student Gerhard 
von Breuning while playing such 
beloved pieces as Moonlight Sonata 
and Pathetique Sonata, as well as 
excerpts from the famed Fifth and 
Ninth Symphonies. (Seattle Repertory 
Theatre, $72-$77) 

★ Scott Shoemaker’s War on 
Christmas Scott Shoemaker (Ms. 
Pak-Man) and illustrious friends 
like Mandy Price, Waxie Moon, Ade 
Connere, and Faggedy Randy will 
lead a fearless investigation into the 
War on Christmas. Their weapons: 
“ALL NEW hilarious comedy, songs, 
dance numbers, amazing videos and 
partial nudity!” (Re-bar, $25-$85) 

Dec 6-29 

The Flight Before Xmas Maggie 
Lee’s The Flight Before Xmas 
(directed by Amy Poisson for Macha 
Theatreworks) is a sweetly comedic 
holiday show about a group of 
strangers in an airport connecting 
with each other as their flights 
become more and more delayed. 
(West of Lenin, $25/$30) 

William Shakespeare’s Othello 

The Fern Shakespeare Company will 
stage the heart-rending tragedy of 
the Moor of Venice, a man ruined by 
the machinations and manipulations 
of an evil, jealous frenemy. Amee Vyas 
will direct. (The Slate Theater, 7:30 
pm, $20/$35) 

Tues Dec 10 

Eight Nights: A Staged Reading 

Los Angeles playwright Jennifer 
Maisel (The Last Seder, birds) has 
penned a new play about immigrants 
and refugees that takes place in a 
single apartment from 1949 to 2016. 
The Book-lt Theater will perform a 
staged reading with a discussion to 
follow. Some proceeds will benefit 
pro-immigrant organizations. (Stroum 
Jewish Community Center, $20-$25) 

Dec 13-15 

Sorry I Missed You Dacha Theatre 
Company’s Ryan Long has written an 
intriguing-sounding play that incorpo¬ 
rates answering machines and many 
mix-ups. See it as a staged reading. 
(Theater Puget Sound, 7:30 pm, 
$10-$25 sliding scale) 

Sat Dec 14 

★ Neal Kosaly-Meyer: Finnegans 
Wake Seattle composer, musician, 
and substitute teacher Neal Kosa¬ 


ly-Meyer will continue his amazing 
feat of reciting James Joyce’s 
Finnegans Wake from memory, 
chapter by chapter—as if reading 
the modernist monster wasn’t hard 
enough. In praise of Kosaly-Meyer’s 
feat, Charles Mudede wrote, “Maybe 
this is the only way the novel could 
be saved. It’s not all that amazing to 
memorize something that everyone 
understands; it’s very impressive to 
memorize something understood by 
only one person, who has been in the 
grave for many years." This will be 
the debut of Part I, Chapter 6. (Good 
Shepherd Center, 7:30 pm, $5-$15) 

Jan 2-19 

★ Hershey Felder as Monsieur 
Chopin After his stint as Beethoven, 
the protean musician and actor Felder 
embodies the composer/pianist 
Fryderyk Chopin in a one-man show 
set just after the 1848 Revolution in 
France. (Seattle Repertory Theatre, 
$72-$77) 

Jan 7-Feb2 

The Rivals George Mount will direct 
Richard Brinsley Sheridan’s 18th-cen¬ 
tury comedy of manners, full of false 
identities and well-meaning decep¬ 
tions. It’s the play from which the term 
’maiapropism’ is derived, thanks to 
Mrs. Malaprop, a comic character who 
uses the wrong words that sound like 
the right ones. The more you know! 
(Center Theatre, $50) 

Jan 10-18 

★ 14/48: The World’s Quickest 
Theater Festival True to its name, 
the 14/48 Festival turns around 14 
brand-new, theme-based, 10-minute 
plays in two days. The high-pressure 
nature of the event produces an 
evening of surprising theater for the 
audience, who arrive in their seats 
charged with expectation and anxiety 
for the performers. Though there are 


always a few experiments that don’t 
quite come together, it’s endlessly 
fascinating to see the way one theme 
filters through the minds of several 
very different theater artists. Expect 
shit to get weird. RS (ACT Theatre, 

8 pm, $25) 

Jan I0-Feb2 

★ Reparations Sound Theatre 
kicks off its 2020 season with the 
world premiere of Darren Canady’s 
speculative drama about healing 
inherited traumas using a device that 
transforms your blood into a time 
machine. The cast features Allyson 
Lee Brown, whose turn as Serena 
Williams in Citizen: An American Lyric 
drew effusive praise from Stranger 
print editor Christopher Frizzelle: 
“[Brown is] such a captivating 
presence onstage, it’s hard to look 
away from her." Jay O’Leary, who did 
such a great job pulling the good 
acting out of the players in WET’s B, 
will direct. This production is stacked 
with so much talent—certainly one 

of the most highly anticipated shows 
of the season. RS (Langston Hughes 
Performing Arts Institute, $5-$75) 

Sat Jan II 

★ Dreaming in American The 

Jewish immigrant communities that 
fled pogroms and settled in Manhat¬ 
tan’s Lower East Side, and the subse¬ 
quent generations who grappled 
with assimilation and tradition, are 
the focus of Tales of the Alchemysts 
Theatre’s performance piece based 
on works by Anzia Yezierska, Bernard 
Malamud, and Sholem Asch. (Elliott 
Bay Book Company, $10) 

Jan I6-Feb 9 

★ The Revolutionists ArtsWest will 
stage Lauren Gunderson’s comedy 
about four strong women in perilous 
revolutionary France: the feminist 
playwright Olympe de Gouges, the 


assassin Charlotte Corday, the pris¬ 
oner Marie Antoinette, and the Haitian 
freedom fighter Marianne Angelle. 
(ArtsWest) 

Jan I7-Feb 3 

Dance Nation Bobbin Ramsey, who 
directed 2019’s provocative The 
Arsonists, is back with Washington 
Ensemble Theatre to premiere Clare 
Barron’s Dance Nation. The “unsettling, 
and at times terrifying, power of young 
women” is at the forefront of this play 
about a team of competitive dancers 
who’ll stop at nothing to make it to the 
nationals. (12th Avenue Arts, $25) 

Jan I7-Feb 16 

★ True West America’s favorite 
masc4masc playwright Sam Shepard 
is dead. He passed away a few years 
ago, but the swaggering cowboy, 
called the “greatest American play¬ 
wright of his generation" by New York 
Magazine, is continuing to get a retro¬ 
spective on stages across the country. 
Now the celebration comes to the 
Seattle Rep, with the theater putting 
on True West, a gritty and funny play 
about two brothers and some identity 
theft. Expect brawls and belly laughs. 
CB (Seattle Repertory Theatre) 

Jan 23-Feb 22 

Our Country’s Good Timberlake 
Wertenbaker’s play, staged here 
by Strawberry Theatre Workshop, 
depicts a group of convicts in 
18th-century New South Wales 
who are encouraged by British Navy 
officers to put on George Farquhar’s 
restoration comedy The Recruiting 
Officer. (12th Avenue Arts, 7:30 pm, 
$24-$36) 

Jan 30-Feb 29 

You’d Better Sit Down for This The 

fringe theater will stage another play 
melding sci-fi and quirky comedy, this 
one by Eric Navarrette and Jasmine 


Joshua, in which a person named 
Margaret is summoned to the DMV 
(Department of Monster Verification) 
to learn that she has contracted 
“robotitis." (Annex Theatre, $10-$20) 

Jan 31-Feb 23 

Admissions Playwright Joshua 
Harmon (Bad Jews)' s new, award-win¬ 
ning play tackles affluent, “liberal 
white America" through the story 
of a prep school admissions chief 
named Sherri. In her professional life, 
she’s successfully helped diversify 
the student body, but her ideals are 
challenged when her son reveals his 
determination to attend an Ivy League 
university. (Seattle Public Theater) 

Feb 1-March 8 

★ The Angel in the House Multi¬ 
talented theater artist and playwright 
Sara Porkalob will direct her new 
dinner theater melodrama set at a 
New Year’s Eve party in the Victorian 
era. When an uninvited guest shows 
up to the house of a textile tycoon 
and his socialite wife, death and 
shocking revelations are not far 
behind. (Cafe Nordo, 7:30pm, $69) 

Feb 1-16 

★ The Best of Everything 2014 

Stranger Theater Genius Valerie 
Curtis-Newton directs graduate 
actors in Julie Kramer’s adaptation of 
Rona Jaffe’s novel about ambitious 
women in a 1950s typing pool. (Jones 
Playhouse, $10-$20) 

Feb 7-9 

Shakespeare and the Alchemy of 
Gender with Lisa Wolpe Seattle 
Shakespeare says that Lisa Wolpe 
has “arguably played more of the 
Bard’s male roles than any woman in 
history." In her solo show, presented 
as part of their World’s a Stage 
Series, she blends heartbreaking 
personal stories with excerpts from 


Hamlet, The Merchant of Venice, The 
Winter’s Tale, Twelfth Night, Richard 
III, and Romeo and Juliet in a tribute 
to the power of theater. (Taproot 
Theatre, $35) 

Feb 7-March 15 

★ The Children In this Tony Award- 
nominated play by Lucy Kirkwood, 
two retired nuclear scientists on the 
coast of an environmentally devas¬ 
tated England receive a disruptive 
visit from an old friend. (Seattle 
Repertory Theatre) 

Sun Feb 9 

The Good Adoptee Suzanne 
Bachner’s play, based on a true story, 
is an “emotional detective story” about 
a woman finding her birth parents 
and discovering her Jewish heritage. 
Bachner will be there after the 
performance, along with actor Hayley 
Palmer and adoption experts. (Stroum 
Jewish Community Center, $30) 

Feb 12-March 8 

★ The Turn of the Screw Book-lt 
will adapt Henry James’s chilling 
and ambiguous Victorian ghost 
novel about a naive governess who 
discovers what she perceives as 
evil supernatural influences trying 
to possess her two charges. Carol 
Roscoe will direct an adaptation by 
Rachel Atkins. (Book-lt Repertory 
Theatre, $26-$50) 

Feb 20-22 

★ The Actors’ Gang: The New 
Colossus Twelve actors of diverse 
origins and heritage will tell the stories 
of their ancestors in this tribute to the 
strength and courage of refugees. 

This touring production is directed by 
Tim Robbins and performed by the 
Actors Gang, a justice-oriented Los 
Angeles troupe founded in 1981. 
(Moore Theatre, $23-$133) 
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WINTER BUKLESQUE CALENDAR 

FIRST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 

ML CLUB 

A Charity Cabaret featuring a rotation of performers and benefiting local & 
national nonprofits. More info at Facebook.com/MorgueAnnePresents 
Substation 

7pm Pay-What-You-Can 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14 

HOUDAY STRIP AND SING ALONG 

Doors: 6pm Show: 6:30pm 
Jewelbox Theatre at The Rendezvous 
Tickets: holiday.bpt.me 

SUNDAY, DEC 15TH & TUESDAY DEC 24TH 

GHOSTS OF WINTER 

Join Gothic Royalty Morgue Anne as she's visited by a number of holiday hauntings. 
December 15th at the Rendezvous, Christmas Eve at Tony V's in Everett. 

More info at Facebook.com/MorgueAnnePresents 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28 

BIG BURLESQUE GAME SHOW 

Doors: 6pm Show: 6:30pm 
Jewelbox Theatre at The Rendezvous 
Tickets: https://bqgameshow.bpt.me 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 2ND, 2020 

ROMS 

Doors: 6pm Show: 6:30pm 
Jewelbox Theatre at The Rendezvous 
www.irishlashes.ticketleap.com 

THURSDAY, FEB 6TH 

THE FRESH DISH: AFRESH FACE REVUE 

Doors: 6:30pm Show: 7PM 
Jewelbox Theatre at The Rendezvous 
Tickets: puckduction.ticketleap.com/thefreshdish/ 

A 4 Leaf Puckduction 

THURSDAY, FEB 13TH 

IT’S ALL FOR YOU: A JANET JACKSON REVUE 

Door at 7:30/Showtime 8PM 
West Hall-Century Ballroom -Capitol Hill 
Tickets: https://www.mxpucksaplenty.com/shows 
ANoctural Puckduction 

FRIDAY, FEB 14TH 

HEART SHAPED BOX 

What better way to spend valentine's day than with a burlesque cabaret 
celebrating (or maybe bemoaning) romance in all it's forms. 

6:30pm Jewelbox Theatre at The Rendezvous 
http://bit.ly/HeartofBurlesque 

MARCH 3RD 

SCIENCE! 

Doors: 6pm Show: 6:30pm 
Substation 

www.irishlashes.ticketleap.com 

THURSDAY, MARCH 5TH 

BEYOND THE G: TRANS AND NON BINARY BURLESQUE REVUE 

Doors: 6pm Show: 6:30pm 
Jewelbox Theatre at the Rendezvous 
www.irishlashes.ticketleap.com 
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SONGS BY THE GO'GO‘S 


'An ode to female independence with the winking spirit of a 
Shakespearean fairy end the neon edge of a rebel lious eo ! s teenager, 
teaming Up to beckon people into the woods," 


BA SED OH THE ARCADIA BY SIR PHILIP SIDNEY 

CONCEIVED & ORIGINAL BOOK BY JEFF WHITTY 
_ _ ADAPTED BY JAMES MAGRUDER 
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THINGS TO DO -► Performance 


Feb 20-March 7 

The Moors In what sounds like a 
fun, fond parody of 19th-century 
feminist classics like Jane Eyre, Jen 
Silverman’s comedy follows two 
sisters, a dog, a new governess, and 
a hen on the gloomy English moors 
(enlivened by “anachronisms sprinkled 
throughout" and even a power ballad). 
(Theatre Off Jackson, 7:30 pm, 
$10-$25 sliding scale) 

Feb 21-March 14 

1984 A cast of six, brought to you by 
Radial Theater Project, will stage a 
live-action version of George Orwell’s 
harrowing, always topical dystopian 
novel about a small-time bureaucrat 
brutally punished for his yearning 
for love and freedom. (18th & Union, 
$10-$50) 

Feb 28-March 29 

★ August Wilson’s ‘Jitney’ After 
staging Two Trains Running (the 
seventh in the great playwright 
August Wilson’s cycle of plays about 
the black American experience) in 
2018, the Rep will continue with the 
award-winning eighth installment, 
Jitney, which takes place in the 1970s. 
The owner and employees of an 
unlicensed cab company, learning 
that the city is planning to shut them 
down, strives to avert disaster. (Seattle 
Repertory Theatre) 

Sat Feb 29 

Be My Valentine Noah Bruckshen 
and Austin Olson will make fun of 
reality TV in their live comedy about 
a screwed-up, wealthy family named 
Valentine. (Rendezvous, 7:30pm, 

9:30 pm, $7) 

March 5-14 

The Women of Lockerbie Students 
from UW’s drama program will 
perform Deborah Brevoort’s Greek 
tragedy-like play about the Scottish 
women who set out to recover the 
bodies of the victims of the 1988 Pan 
Am flight 103 bombing. Second-year 
MFA student Kristie Post Wallace 
will direct. (Glenn Hughes Penthouse 
Theater, $20) 

March I2-April 5 

Saint Joan Despite Bernard Shaw’s 
trenchant atheism, his classic depic¬ 
tion of the Maid of Orleans stresses 
her strength, bravery, faith, and 
humanity in the face of political and 
religious oppression. Mathew Wright 
will stage this production. (ArtsWest) 

March 13-29 

The Fifth Wave The womxn-focused 
Macha Theatre company will present 
a brand-new play about a feminist 
legend who survived an attack in 
her youth and eventually became a 
famous professor. Years after the 
assault, her daughter is taking the 
side of a young man accused of an 
act of sexual violence on campus. 

Amy Poisson will direct this explora¬ 
tion of the line between justice and 
annihilating rage. (West of Lenin) 

CHILDREN’S 

THEATER 


Through Sun Dec 29 

Corduroy A cute little bear, a night 
watchman, and a loving little girl 
will no doubt bring adorability and 
cheer to you and your children in this 
adaptation of Don Freeman’s classic 
picture book. (Seattle Children’s 
Theatre, $20+) 

Dec 7-Jan 5 

Jack and the Beanstalk Enjoy 
the Fremont Players’ “just plain 
foolishness" at this merry panto-style 
comedy about Jack, his magic beans, 
a hungry giant, and other fairy-tale 
archetypes. The Fremont Philharmonic 
Orchestra will play a live score. (Hale’s 
Palladium, $16) 


Feb 6-March 8 

★ Snow White Two actors will 
portray Snow White, the evil queen, 
seven dwarfs, the talking mirror, and 
the huntsman in this ambitious show 
written by Greg Banks and directed 
by Desdemona Chiang. (Seattle 
Children’s Theatre, $20) 

Sun March 8 

★ Daniel Tiger’s Neighborhood 
Live Fred Rogers might be gone 
(RIP you lovely, lovely man), but 
his legacy lives on in Daniel Tiger’s 
Neighborhood, an animated Daytime 
Emmy-winning PBS show for 
preschool-aged children that’s based 
on the Neighborhood of Make-Believe 
from Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood, 
and features characters of all shapes, 
sizes, and animal (and non-animal) 
persuasions. It’s sweet and charming 
and kind of annoying but also one 

of my daughter’s favorites, so this 
live theatrical production with all the 
DT characters (“filled with singing, 
dancing and laughter”) seems like a 
no-brainer. LP (Paramount Theatre, 

2 pm, $16-$76) 

MUSICAL 

THEATER 


Through Sun Dec 15 

Cabaret The Seattle Gilbert and 
Sullivan Society will stage the Weimar 
Germany-set musical with Tanesha 
Ross in the lead, which they say is one 
of the first times Sally Bowles will be 
played by a person of color. They also 
promise an “immersive Berlin cabaret 
setting," new staging by Phil Lacey, 
and new choreography by Alyza 
DelPan-Monley. (12th Avenue Arts, 

8 pm, $40/$75) 

Through Sun Dec 29 

★ Head Over Heels Tunes by the 
Go-Go’s pepper this musical loosely 
based on a 16th-century narrative 
poem by Sir Philip Sidney. A royal 
family learns of a fateful prophecy that 
may disrupt “the Beat” that supplies 
the rhythm to their kingdom. Jeff 
Whitty (Avenue Q, Bring It On: The 
Musical, the screenplay for Can You 
Ever Forgive Me?) wrote the book and 
lyrics. (ArtsWest, $42) 

Howl’s Moving Castle Rich Smith 
wrote of this play’s 2017 run at 
Book-lt (which is bringing it back this 
fall): “Though the performances were 
generally fantastic, this production 
couldn’t overcome the big problem 
presented by the story of Howl’s 
Moving Castle. It’s boring.” But if you 
loved Diana Wynne Jones’s book or 
Hayao Miyazaki’s film, you might really 
enjoy Myra Platt and Justin Huertas’s 
musical. (Book-lt Repertory Theatre, 
$26-$50) 

★ Mrs. Doubtfire This is the world 
premiere of the musical Mrs. Doubtfire, 
a stage adaptation of the 1993 Robin 
Williams film. After its run in Seattle, 

it goes straight to Broadway. Mrs. 
Doubtfire is directed by Jerry Zaks, 
a Broadway legend who won a Tony 
Award for directing the revival of Guys 
and Dolls in 1992, and was nominated 
again for his revival of Hello, Dolly! 
with Bette Midler in 2017. CF (The 5th 
Avenue Theatre, $29-$ 169) 

★ A Very Die Hard Christmas 
Marxiano Productions will restage last 
year’s hit holiday musical from a script 
by the top-notch sketch comedy outfit 
the Habit (plus Jeff Schell), which 
peppers the rip-roaring action with 
songs, jokes, and more. (Seattle Public 
Theater, 7 pm, $26-$32) 

Through Sun Feb 2 

Guys and Dolls Enter the Runyon- 
esque world of two-bit gamblers, 
nightclub dancers, and missionaries in 
Old New York at the Village Theater’s 
production of Abe Burrows and Frank 
Loesser’s musical. (Village Theatre 
Issaquah [through Dec 29] and Everett 
Performing Arts Center [Jan 3-Feb 2]) 

Dec 12-14 

Jomama Jones Black Light This 
show by UW Creative Research Fellow 


John Cameron Mitchell: The 
Origin of Love Tour 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27 

Hedwig and the Angry Inch’s visionary creator sings songs and shares stories 
from the stage-musical-turned-film’s 25-year history. (Moore Theatre) 


Daniel Alexander Jones, aka Jomama 
Jones, takes you through black 
freedom struggles and explorations 
of Afromysticism via “the musical 
influences of Prince, Sade, Diana Ross 
and Tina Turner.” (Meany Center for the 
Performing Arts, 7:30 pm, $45) 

Dec 31-Jan 5 

Summer: The Donna Summer 
Musical The great disco diva gets 
the musical biography treatment, 
complete with a score full of her 
biggest hits—"Hot Stuff,” “Love to 
Love You Baby,” and more. (Paramount 
Theatre, $30) 

Jan 14-19 

★ Fiddler on the Roof Fiddler on 
the Roof is a musical about... oh, 
you know what Fiddler on the Roof is. 
The important detail here is that this 
version is directed by Bartlet Sher, a 
former Seattle theater director who 
has gone on to fanciness and fame 
and Tony Awards with unbelievably 
brilliant restagings of musical classics, 
including South Pacific and The 
King and I. A Sher production of an 


old musical is always a good bet. CF 
(Paramount Theatre, $35-$95) 

Jan 16-March 22 

★ She Loves Me Joe Masteroff, 
Jerry Bock, and Sheldon Harnick, 
progenitors of the deathless Fiddler on 
the Roof, also wrote this sweet musical 
about two perfume store clerks who 
butt heads constantly—not realizing 
that they’re also in a romantic letter¬ 
writing relationship thanks to a clas¬ 
sified. Yes, it’s the plot of You've Got 
Mail. (Jan 16-Feb 23: Village Theatre 
Issaquah, $38-$80; Feb 28-March 
22: Everett Performing Arts Center) 

Fri Jan 31 

The Choir Of Man Nine British 
guys—excuse us, “blokes"—rollick on 
a stage transformed into a functional 
pub, and sing popular and pub songs, 
dance, and stomp to the beat. (Moore 
Theatre, 8 pm, $24-$43) 

Jan 31-Feb 23 

Bliss The third of 5th Avenue’s new 
musicals this season is Bliss, written 


by Emma Lively and Tyler Beattie and 
choreographed by Josh Prince (the 
Broadway choreographer of Shrek 
and Beautiful). It follows four sister 
princesses who sneak out of their 
castle, determined to be belles of the 
ball in their fairy-tale world. (The 5th 
Avenue Theatre, $29-$109) 

Feb 7-March I 

Disney’s ‘Frozen’ Stranger 
managing editor Leilani Polk wrote 
of the Disney film, “I have a warm 
spot in my heart for Frozen, Disney’s 
second-highest-grossing animated 
film about a princess who sets out 
on a quest (with a group of helpful 
sidekicks, of course) to find her 
estranged sister after said sister’s 
powers accidentally bring eternal 
winter to their kingdom.” This 
magical story will be transposed 
to the stage in this Broadway- 
on-tour production, with Kristen 
Anderson-Lopez and Robert Lopez 
and book by Jennifer Lee. Just be 
warned that “Let It Go" will be stuck 
in your head for the next several 
years. (Paramount Theatre, $30+) 



Rock of Ages The hair metal musical 
punctuates a romantic story with noisy 
tunes by Joan Jett, Pat Benatar, and 
others. (Shoreline Center) 

Thurs Feb 27 

★ John Cameron Mitchell: The 
Origin of Love Tour The guy who 

starred in Hedwig and the Angry 
Inch— the original stage show and 
then the movie—is coming to town. 
Not only did he star in it, he wrote the 
damn thing (with musical collaborator 
Stephen Trask). This is not a drill. 

He is a certified genius. He will tell 
stories from the show’s 25-year 
history and sing songs from Hedwig, 
as well as some new music. He told 
me years ago he was writing a sequel. 
Maybe this is our sneak peek. CF 
(Moore Theatre, 8 pm, $50-$65) 

March I2-April 19 

Hansel & Gretl & Heidi & Gunter 

In this tongue-in-cheek fairy-tale 
musical, Gretl is grown-up and a 
mother, and her children are a little 
tired of the mechanisms she uses to 
cope with her witch-related trauma. 

A visit from Uncle Hansel turns her 
family’s lives upside-down. (Village 
Theatre) 

March I3-April 5 

★ Sister Act Sister Act is based on 
the super-popular 1992 comedy/ 
musical film starring Whoopi 
Goldberg. You know the premise: a 
raunchy lounge singer must go under¬ 
cover in a convent to save her own 
life, hilarity ensues. This new staging 
will be directed by Lisa Shriver. (The 
5th Avenue Theatre) 

DANCE 


Through Sat Dec 28 

★ George Balanchine’s ‘The 
Nutcracker’ If you haven’t seen this 
Christmas classic since you were a 
kid, give it a go this year. In 2014, 
Pacific Northwest Ballet replaced 
its beloved Maurice Sendak set with 
one by Ian Falconer, who did the 
Olivia the Pig books, and I’m glad that 
they did. The new set is gorgeous 

in a Wes Anderson-like way, and it 
reflects the genuine weirdness and 
beauty in the story. I mean, the last 45 
minutes of this thing is a Katy Perry 
video starring dancing desserts and a 
glittery peacock that moves like a sexy 
broken river. Bring a pot lozenge. RS 
(McCaw Hall, $27-$ 189) 

Dec 6-15 

★ The Hard Nut The brilliant ballet 
choreographer Mark Morris’s update 
of The Nutcracker, now a 28-year-old 
classic in itself, transports E.T.A. 
Hoffman’s story from 19th-century 
Germany to 1970s America. With 
production design inspired by the 
great Fantagraphics-published comics 
artist Charles Burns, this Broadway 
staging is gonna be weird, queer, and 
perhaps even John Waters-esque. 
(Paramount Theatre, $35-$90) 

Dec 12-15 

★ Donald Byrd’s ‘The Harlem 
Nutcracker’ Acclaimed local chore¬ 
ographer Donald Byrd developed this 
adaptation of the cherished Christmas 
ballet for black American culture. This 
will be the performance of “phase 
one," which will include Act 1, “Party 
Scene" and Act 2, “Club Sweets." (On 
the Boards, free-$50) 

★ Next Fest NW 2019 Velocity’s 
annual Next Fest NW is the place to 
go to see Seattle’s best up-and- 
coming performers and choreogra¬ 
phers push the bounds of modern 
dance. (Velocity Dance Center) 

Dec 13-15 & Sat Dec 21 

Nutcracker Sweets This Nutcracker 
production is kid-friendly and features 
students of ARC School of Ballet 
alongside the professional dancers. 
(Various locations, $28-$43) 

Dec 13-22 

★ Buttcracker V...the Last Thrust! 

This festive and raunchy holiday show 
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THINGS TO DO -► Performance 


promises glittery professional dance 
and holiday satire set to a hair-metal 
soundtrack...for the very last time. 

(Erickson Theatre Off Broadway, 

7:30 pm, $22-$28) 

Fri Jan 3 

Flamenco Oleaje with Special 
Guests Join Seattle-based music and 
dance troupe Oleaje Flamenco for a 
romantic and lively show. ( The Royal 
Room, 8:30 pm, $30/$35) 

Thurs Jan 9 

★ Devotion: Flesh & Blood 
Pop-Up Performance Much-praised 
Italian-born, Seattle-based dancers 
Alice Gosti and Lavinia Vago will take 
to the galleries to respond through 
movement to the important traveling 
exhibition Flesh and Blood: Italian 
Masterpieces from the Capodimonte 
Museum. (Seattle Art Museum, 7 pm) 

Jan 17-24 

★ Xpress Whim W’Him’s first 
production of 2020 is composed 
of three world premieres by three 
award-winning choreographers: Sidra 
Bell, founder of an eponymous dance 
company in New York; Ihsan Rustem, 
a Swiss choreographer who’s collabo¬ 
rated with Whim W’him dancers in the 
past; and Whim W’Him’s own Olivier 
Wevers. ( Cornish Playhouse at Seattle 
Center, 8 pm, $35-$60) 

Jan 28-30 

Drama Tops, This Is For You Prolific 
dancer Elby Brosch, seen in such 
innovative showcases as Northwest 
New Works and Next Fest, will 
present an expansion of his previous 
work for On the Boards, Falling Short. 
With two collaborators (non-binary 
dancer Jordan Macintosh-Hougham 
and cis male dancer Shane Donohue), 
this transmasculine choreographer 
will use elements of drag and cabaret 
to explore masculinity. (Washington 
Hall, 7:30 pm, $20-$30) 

Jan 30-Feb I 

★ Brian Brooks Moving Company 

UW Creative Research Fellow 
Brian Brooks has developed dance 
pieces inspired by bodies on stage 
and within the realm of “immersive 
technologies.” For this program, see 
three world premieres, including a 
solo by Brooks and two pieces for 
the ensemble, one of which is set 
to Partita for 8 Voices by Pulitzer 
Prize-winning violinist/singer 
Caroline Shaw. (Meany Center for the 
Performing Arts, 8 pm, $45/$53) 

Jan 31-Feb 9 

★ Cinderella The quintessential 
fairy tale gets the Kent Stowell 
choreography treatment with music 
by Sergei Prokofiev performed by 
the great Pacific Northwest Ballet 
orchestra, a set by Tony Straiges, and 
fancy costumes by Martin Pakledinaz. 
(McCaw Hall, $25-$185) 

Fri Feb 14 

★ Dani Tirrell: Black Bois In Black 
Bois, which sold out its 2018 world 
premiere run at On the Boards pretty 
quickly, choreographer/dancer Dani 
Tirrell assembles a many-gendered 
supergroup of Seattle performers, 
each of whom could easily carry their 
own full-length show. Together they 
create a show about the irreduc- 
ibility of black experience. Tirrell and 
the cast fight back against a world 
that tends to flatten and fragment 
blackness into digestible, dismissible 
bits and instead, gives you all of 

it—the pain, the rage, the joy, the 
grief, the eroticism, the spirituality, the 
madness, the clarity, the multiplicity 
of the individual, and the deep-rooted 
particularities of the communities. RS 
(Moore Theatre, 7:30 pm, $40-$50) 

Feb 15-16 

★ Chop Shop This contempo¬ 
rary dance festival has presented 
performances from troupes and 
artists around the world, with the 
goal of reaching diverse audiences 
and connecting people of all abilities 
with dance instruction. This year’s 


festival will bring Seattle and world 
premieres by OcampoWang Dance 
(New Jersey), Adam Barruch (New 
York) with Daniel Costa (Seattle), Eva 
Stone (Eastside), Omar Roman De 
Jesus and Nicole von Arx (New York), 
Seda Aybay (Los Angeles), Ramona 
Sekulovic (Brooklyn), and Spectrum 
(Seattle). ( Meydenbauer Center, $28) 

Feb 20-22 

Grupo Corpo Brazilian dance 
company Grupo Corpo, known for 
their extensive international tours, 
will present two pieces pairing 
classical ballet with Latin dance: the 
baroque Bach and the poetry- and 
religion-tinged Gira. (Meany Center for 
the Performing Arts, 8 pm, $61/$69) 

Feb 20-23 

★ Solo: A Festival of Dance I love 
solos. They hold the attention of a 
room like nothing else in the world 
of performance. They’re like the cat 
in that old theater rule about never 
allowing cats onstage because it’s 
all the audience will look at. That’s 
because the cat, like the solo dancer, 
is completely unpredictable. Two 
dancers, even in an improv show, 
project a sort of ordered world. In a 
solo, anything can happen. If this iter¬ 
ation is the same as On the Boards’ 
inaugural edition in 2018, expect a 
good mix of local and national dancers 
showcasing incredible choreography 
they’d have a hard time producing 
anywhere else—not because it’s bad, 
but because venues rarely afford solo 
pieces big stages. RS (On the Boards) 

Feb 28-March I 

Writhing Treasure Feast: A Song of 
the Western Hemisphere Vanessa 
Skantze’s Butoh piece, a “song of 
the Western Hemisphere” scored 
by 10 Seattle musicians like Pink 
Void, Masaaki Masao, and Uneasy 
Chairs, is divided into seven elemental 
movements: “Stone, Sea, Wind, Fire, 
Serpent, Muck, River.” Skantze writes 
that it “invokes the beauty and pain of 
the Americas: working with the gods 
of Mexico, North America, and Haiti 
primarily [...] to face the dark energy in 
being white.” (Base: Experimental Arts 
+ Space, 8 pm, $20) 

Tues March 3 

Camille A. Brown & Dancers 

This Bessie Award-winning dance 
company merges hip-hop, modern, 
and African dance with ballet and tap 
to delve into ancestral and political 
narratives. (Moore Theatre, 7:30 pm, 
$33-$63) 

March 13-22 

★ One Thousand Pieces This feels 
like private programming. I’ve loved 
everything PNB has ever produced 
by Alejandro Cerrudo, the genius 
Spanish choreographer behind 
Silent Ghost (which was the balletic 
equivalent of rolling around in bed 

on Sunday morning) and Little mortal 
jump (which was the balletic equiva¬ 
lent of a really good indie rock show 
in college). So, yeah, I’m excited to 
see One Thousand Pieces, which sets 
his flat-out gorgeous choreography 
to “Knee 5,” the best piece of music 
Phillip Glass has ever written. The 
double bill includes David Dawson’s 
sharp, athletic, and aggressive Empire 
A/o/r—if you missed it in 2017, 
make sure you catch it this time. RS 
(McCaw Hall, $25-$185) 

March 15-22 

Beauty and the Beast Students of 
the Pacific Northwest Ballet school will 
dance the story of the tale of love and 
transformation, which is written and 
choreographed with a young audience 
in mind. (McCaw Hall, $25-$62) 

CABARET & 
BURLESQUE 


Dec 5-Jan 5 

★ Wonderland Wonderland is 
divided into three short acts that 
make up a brisk 90-minute show. 
Hosted by the exceedingly charis¬ 
matic JonnyBoy (Jonathan Betchtel), 


each act gets progressively naughtier, 
although the most scandalous thing 
an audience member sees is a jock- 
strapped ass and bare tits covered by 
pasties. The show has danger, but it’s 
found in the cancan lines that occur 
mere feet from audience members’ 
dinner salads. During the third act, two 
dancers performed an athletic duet 
that—when I saw it—nearly knocked 
over a birthday girl’s wine glass. But 
it didn’t Everyone whooped. CB (Can 
Can, $19-$95) 

Dec 6-15 

The Best Burlesque Pageant 
Ever In a continuation of a Seattle 
burlesque tradition, Stella D’Letto, 

Lady Drew Blood, and other sexy 
mischief-makers crash an innocent 
Christmas pageant and cause much 
shock, horror, and arousal. (Columbia 
City Theater, $26-$150) 

Through Sun Jan 5 

‘Wonderland’ Brunch Show This 
one-hour show is safe for kids, a 
version of the evening performance 
with no nudity, no swearing, and 
nothing to offend. If you just want to 
see pretty people dancing and eat 
short stacks or crab beignets with the 
tarn, this cabaret is for you. (Can Can, 
$19/$34) 

Dec 12-29 

Land of the Sweets: The 
Burlesque Nutcracker A lascivious 
holiday show experience with sugar 
plum fairies, exciting clothes-dropping 
times, and who knows, maybe some 
“woody” jokes. (Triple Door, $50-$80) 

Sat Dec 14 

Holiday Strip and Sing-Along: A 
Burlesque Affair Sing holiday songs 
so that hotties onstage can remove 
their clothing. (Rendezvous, 6 pm, 
$20-$23) 

Sun Dec 15 & Tues Dec 24 

Ghosts of Winter “Gothic Royalty” 
Morgue Anne will reveal the haunting 
side of the holidays. (Dec 15: Rendez¬ 
vous; Dec 24: Tony l/’s Garage) 

Dec 20-31 

★ Voltage! Kink, luxury, and avant- 
garde fashion combine in Valtesse’s 
signature style at this “futuristic sex 
dream” of a cabaret Be sure to dress 
in red or black cocktail attire. (The 
Ruins, $65-$95) 

Sat Dec 28 

Big Burlesque Game Show: 

The Season Finale Sexy dance 
gets competitive as two teams of 
ecdysiasts play games for victory. 

This time, you’ll find out the winner 
of the season. (Rendezvous, 6 pm, 
$20-$23) 

Thurs Jan 2 

Royals Irish Lashes, D’Monica Leone, 
and their pals will strip to tunes of the 
royals of pop (think Prince, Queen, 
Janet Jackson, and others). (Rendez¬ 
vous, 6:30 pm, $20/$35) 

Wed Jan 29 

The Midwink Review Mx. Pucks 
A’Plenty will host a hump day evening 
of saucy stripping. (Rendezvous, 7 pm, 
$15-$25) 

Fri Jan 31 

Debutante: A Coming Out Cotillon 

Revel in the “charm, wits, and tits” of 
burlesque dancers. (Rendezvous, 

7 pm, 10 pm, $25-$35) 

Thurs Feb 6 

The Fresh Dish: A Fresh Face 
Revue Newbies to the burlesque 
scene—those who’ve been dancing 
for less than five years—serve up hot 
moves at this quarterly showcase. 
(Rendezvous, 6:30 pm, $15-$ 100) 

Thurs Feb 13 

It’s All For You: A Janet Jackson 
Revue Watch Mx. Pucks A’Plenty and 
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LITTLE FANG 

Taylor Mac: Holiday Sauce 


DECEMBER 19-20 


The new music-filled show from MacArthur Grant-winning playwright and 
performer Taylor Mac is about “Christmas as calamity.” (Moore Theatre) 


fellow babes cavort to the tunes of 
Janet Jackson. (West Hall, 8 pm) 

Feb 13-16 

★ The Atomic Bombshells 
in.J’ADORE! A Burlesque 
Valentine The boisterous Atomic 
Bombshells troupe has been instru¬ 
mental in Seattle’s burlesque revival, 
so for lovers of feathery, busty, glitzy 
fun, there’s no better spectacle to 
attend for V-Day. (Triple Door, 7 pm, 
$30-$45) 

Fri Feb 14 

Heart-Shaped Box Morgue Anne 
and her saucy friends will fete V-Day 
with acts about the heartwarming— 
and aggravating—aspects of 
romance. (Rendezvous, 6:30 pm, 
$20-$40) 

Sat Feb 22 

Tickle MY Elmo Burlesque dancers 
take inspiration from their favorite 
children’s shows in order to warp your 
mind with sexy moves. (Rendezvous, 

6 pm, $20-$40) 

Tues March 3 

Science! Gender-norm-wrecking 
dancer Irish Lashes will get nerdy and 
dirty. (Substation, 6:30 pm) 

Thurs March 5 

Beyond the G: Trans and Non-bi¬ 
nary Burlesque Revue This revue 
featuring Irish Lashes will prove that 
titillating burlesque spans the whole 
gender spectrum. (Rendezvous) 

First Sundays 

★ Morgue Anne Presents: Evil 
Club Join morbid-minded (but altru¬ 
istically inclined) burlesque dancer 
Morgue Anne and friends every 
month for a dark and sexy show that 
raises money for a good cause. Bene¬ 
ficiaries have included such great 
organizations as Nickelsville, End the 
Backlog, and RAINN. (Substation, 
pay what you can) 

Second Sundays 

★ The Sunday Night Shuga Shaq: 
An All People of Color Burlesque 
Revue There was a lot of talk about 
God at Shuga Shaq. Namely in the 
form of host Briq House, who can 
also be addressed as “Goddess.” 

Her lap dances, which audience 
members bid on, are said to have 
stirred up divine fits of total ecstasy 
in the recipient’s soul. “Your goodies 
are God,” Briq told the lot of us in 
between performances, with a smile 
that was equal parts mischievous and 
sweet. I believed her. Briq entered the 
burlesque scene at a time when she 
says many performers were very thin 


and white. Outside of being featured 
in shows by other performers of 
color like Dr. Ginger Snapz, a pioneer 
of black and brown burlesque in 
Seattle, Briq was often the darkest 
and largest person in a show. “I was 
tired of that, and I wanted a show 
that represented my folks: my trans 
folks, my larger bodied folks, my dark 
skin folks, my light skin folks, black 
and brown bodies, folks of different 
abilities—you know, everything,” she 
said. “So I decided to make the show 
that I wanted to see, because I wasn’t 
about to wait for nobody else to do 
it.” JK (Theatre Off Jackson, 7 pm, 
$15-$30) 

DRAG 


Dec 5-Dec 24 

★ The Dina Martina Christmas 
Show Watching Seattle drag legend 
Dina Martina perform is a bit like 
having a Christmastime flu. You will 
sit there, confused and warm, your 
thoughts disassociating, a fever 
addling your brain, while the holiday 
cheer twinkles all around you. Truly, 
there’s no performer who is more like 
a strong dose of Nyquil than Dina 
Martina. She is cozy but disorienting. 
You will laugh without knowing why. 
Take her with alcohol and double the 
danger. CB (ACT Theatre, $27-$47) 

Dec 6-29 

The Christmas Killings at Corgi 
Cliffs Butch Alice once again stars 
as Becky June Beasley-Jones in 
this drag-filled send-up of Agatha 
Christie-type whodunits. (Cafe Nordo, 
$95/$ 115) 

★ Jingle All the Gay! Last year, 
after seeing the new revamp of the 
beloved institution Homo for the Holi¬ 
days, Chase Burns wrote: “The new 
performers are the standouts in Jingle 
All the Gay. Kitten N’ Lou brought 

in Markeith Wiley and Randy Ford, 
two breakout dancers/performance 
artists who’ve been having a great 
couple of years performing around 
Seattle. Wiley plays the mailman, an 
important figure in any holiday story, 
and he’s got to deliver lots of big, uh, 
packages. Ford plays Lit’ Fruitcake, a 
femme voguing fruitcake who fucks 
shit up in the best way possible. Ford 
and Wiley’s duets are highlights, as 
are the numbers from Seattle drag 
artist Abbey Roads, who brings solid 
musical theater chops and good 
comic timing. Also in this cast: New 
York City’s Mr. Gorgeous, serving his 
uniquely tall and hilarious boylesque 
as the Little Drummer Boy.” These 
favorites return, along with the UK’s 
Reuben Kaye. (West Hall, 7 pm, 
$25-$40) 


Fri Dec 13 

★ Crossdresser for Christmas 

Few queens belt a Broadway hit 
like Ginger Minj. I once saw the 
RuPauTs Drag Race star perform her 
Crossdresser for Christ cabaret show 
to a sold-out crowd of bears (the gay 
kind), and her brassy singing brought 
the crowd to tears. By the end of it, 

I was drunk and singing along in the 
balcony. I’m pretty sure it will go down 
as the gayest night of theater in my 
life. Now that she’s bringing a version 
of that showtunes-filled original show 
to Queer/Bar, maybe I can have the 
queerest night of theater in my life, 
too. CB (Queer Bar, 9 pm, $12-$200) 

Dec 21-27 

★ All I Want for Christmas is 
Attention Last year, in a preview 
of To Jesus, Thanks for Everything! 
Jinkxand DeLa, Christopher Frizzelle 
wrote: “BenDeLaCreme and Jinkx 
Monsoon are like peanut butter and 
jelly: two great tastes that taste great 
together. They were on back-to-back 
seasons of RuPauTs Drag Race, they 
are both stunning drag queens from 
Seattle, they are both fiery political 
commentators, and they’ve never 
had a proper theatrical production 
for just the two of them.” With To 
Jesus a smashing success, Jinkx and 
DeLa are back with another bid for 
your love. (Neptune Theatre, 8 pm, 
$29-$69) 

Wed Feb 5 

★ Trixie Mattel: Grown Up 2020 

Trixie Mattel once said that all her 
jokes are cries for help. If that’s true, 
the poor girl needs an intervention. 
The drag queen and winner of 
RuPauTs Drag Race: All Stars has 
built an empire on morbid and strange 
drag humor, racking up impressive 
accolades inside and outside the cult 
of RuPaul, like a TV show on Viceland, 
a top-selling country album, and a 
sell-out tour with music from said 
country album. Mattel, a small-town 
clown from Wisconsin, has become 
the gay world’s popular girl. Get your 
tickets now if they’re still available. CB 
(Moore Theatre, 8 pm, $37) 

Sundays 

★ Mimosas Cabaret The drag diva 
titaness Mama Tits presides over 
weekly iterations of Mimosas 
Cabaret, featuring a short musical 
(it’s A Boob Job for the Holi-gays 
through December 29), plus songs, 
comedy, dance, and brunch. (Unicorn, 

1 pm, $25) 
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THINGS TO DO -► Performance 



NAOMI ISHISAKA 


Dani Tirrell: Black Bois 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14 

Choreographer/dancer Dani Tirrell has assembled a many-gendered supergroup of Seattle performers 
in a show about the irreducibility of the black experience. (Moore Theatre ) 


CIRCUS & 
ACROBATICS 


Dec 13-15 

★ Acrobatic Conundrum Presents: 
Unraveling As Rich Smith has written, 
“Acrobatic Conundrum trades the 
cheeseball spectacle of circus arts 
for the more expressive vocabulary 

of modern dance without sacrificing 
the athletic rigor associated with the 
form.” This live-scored production 
stars vertical rope artists, including 
former members of Cirque du Soleil 
and Teatro Zinzanni and alumni of 
the Montreal National Circus School, 
in a dramatization of “themes of 
interdependence, mortality, and 
love." ( Broadway Performance Hall, 
$30-$ 100) 

Jan 16-26 

★ Bohemia This “macabre and 
mystical” cabaret-style musical from 
Mark Siano and Opal Peachey, set in 
1890s Prague, features the music of 
Dvorak and Chopin and art nouveau 
by Alphonse Mucha—plus “beautiful 
green fairies, aerial numbers, dance, 
burlesque, classical piano battles, 
comedy, and original songs." ( Triple 
Door, $26/$34) 

Through Sun Feb 9 

A Night Like This Witness acrobats 
and variety artists act out stories from 
“exotic travels to the Seven Seas" 
through dance, aerial feats, song, and 
more. Michael Cunio of Postmodern 
Jukebox will step into the role of 
Master of the House, while Christine 
Deaver will be your raconteuse. As 
always, your ticket will include a multi¬ 
course dinner. ( Teatro ZinZanni, $99+) 

March I2-April 5 

★ Moisture Festival 2020 Moisture 
Festival is devoted to the variety of 
performers Seattle has fostered 
over the years, from circus acts to 
comedians, burlesque dancers to 
musicians, and jugglers to tap dancers. 
Variete is the main, recurring event, 
with a rotating lineup, and there are 
also matinee and rather racier late- 
night versions. The bawdy Libertease 
Cabaret is for adults only and features 
burlesque dancers and scantily clothed 
aerial performers. There are also work¬ 


shops, talks, and special opening and 
closing nights. ( Hale’s Palladium) 

VARIETY 

Dec 11-13 

(R)EVOLUTION The Senior 
Cabaret Cornish College’s Senior 
Musical Theatre Ensemble will 
perform some hits. ( Raisbeck Perfor¬ 
mance Hall, 8 pm, free) 

Dec 20-21 

Adam Trent’s Holiday Magic One 

of the stars of the hit Broadway show 
The Illusionists will tour on his own 
with some new legerdemain, comedy, 
and multimedia. (Dec 20: Neptune 
Theatre, 8 pm, $35; Dec 21: Clear¬ 
water Casino, 8 pm, $24-$34) 

Wed Jan 15 

Shin Lim Card magic wiz Shin Lim 
(winner of America’s Got Talent 
season 13 and America’s Got Talent 
Champions ) will perform impressive 
feats of sleight of hand. ( Moore 
Theatre, 7:30 pm, $53-$ 193) 

March 3-15 

Scott Silven: At the Illusionist’s 
Table Scott Silven will bring his 
well-reviewed, candle-lit participatory 
dinner theater act to this elegant 
setting. (The Ruins, $250) 

Sat March 7 

Puget Sound Puppetry Festival 
2020 Hang out with your favorite 
puppet-operators from Seattle and 
King County on World Puppetry Day. 
Some of the performers: festival head¬ 
liner Jeghetto, Shaver Marionettes, 
the Zoo Pack, Jawbone Puppet 
Theatre, and Vox Fabuli. ( Washington 
Hall, 12-8 pm, $40) 

Second Wednesdays 

★ FukdtuP Variety Show I went 
to FukdtuP’s soft opening in July 
and I can confirm that the show is, 
indeed, fucked up. Not in a horrifically 
offensive way at all, but I saw some 
performances that were equal parts 
terrifying and enthralling. There was 
creepy children’s music, a performer 
stapling tips to their body, and a very 
real boa constrictor. To describe it any 


more would be to ruin the fun: You just 
have to go. Hosted by the charismatic 
Seattle drag entertainers Miss Texas 
1988 and Strawberry Shartcake, this 
cabaret-style variety show pushes 
the envelope of propriety and accept¬ 
ability—and thank God for that. It’s 
the perfect mid-week excuse to have 
a beer (or three). Be sure to leave 
your phone in your pocket. The hosts 
want you to be as “in the moment” as 
possible—and trust me, that’s a good 
place to be. JK (Lo-Fi, 9 pm, $15) 

PODCASTS & 
RADIO 


Dec 6-15 

Miracle on 34th Street: A Live 
Radio Play Travel back to the 
pinnacle of radio drama in the 19405- 
style live radio play based on the 
1947 holiday favorite Miracle on 34th 
Street, accompanied by a Wurlitzer 
Pipe Organ and Foley sound effects. 
(Kenyon Hall, $20) 

Tues Dec 10 

Seattle Radio Theatre: KIRO 
Radio’s ‘Goodbye Christmas!’ A 

fan of an old baseball radio show 
tries to get the story behind the hosts’ 
estrangement in this heartwarming, 
family-friendly live radio play. (Town 
Hall, 7:30 pm, $15) 

Thurs Dec 12 

Year in Review Live: Seattle If you 

love KUOW’s radio broadcast 1/1/ee/c 
in Review, you may be interested in 
their first-ever yearly edition, with 
host Bill Radke and special guests 
delivering news, quizzes, and music. 
(Cornish Playhouse at Seattle Center, 

7 pm, free) 

Fri Dec 13 

Watch What Crappens A podcast for 
Bravo junkies and skeptics will visit 
Seattle fans. Hosts Ben Mandelker 
and Ronnie Karam are guaranteed 
to go into exhaustive detail. (Neptune 
Theatre, 8 pm, $26/$74) 

Sat Dec 14 

★ Live Wire! with Luke Burbank 

Luke Burbank’s Live Wire is an 
NPR-type variety program based in 
Portland, Oregon, featuring artists, 


writers, filmmakers, and musicians 
in conversation. This edition will 
feature comedian and screwy advice 
columnist John Hodgman and 
respected journalist and author Jon 
Mooallem. (Neptune Theatre, 8 pm, 

$19/$24/$34) 

Mon Dec 16 

Doug Loves Movies Comedian Doug 
Benson and guests will banter about 
movies, movies, and more movies in a 
live taping of Benson’s popular podcast. 
(Neptune Theatre, 8 pm, $20) 

Mon Dec 30 

★ Sandbox Radio: Journey’s End 

Sandbox Radio is an old-school-radio- 
style podcast that periodically stages 
fresh, fun, live shows. On New Year’s 
Eve eve, celebrate with the voice 
actors, the Sandbox Radio Orchestra, 
and special guests the Drunken Tenor, 
Megan Renee Parker, and Mark Rabe 
as they stage a holiday story. (Town 
Hall, 7:30 pm, $25/$30) 

Thurs Jan 16 

Hello From the Magic Tavern 
Podcast “A wizard, a talking badger 
and a Chicagoan” host this improvised 
fantasy chat-show podcast, which 
offers escape from reality through 
magical hijinks and snarky jokes. 
(Neptune Theatre, 8 pm, $29/$34) 

★ Stuff You Should Know Stuff 
You Should Know hosts Josh Clark 
and Charles “Chuck” Bryant are 
taking their popular and informative 
podcast on the road. The live shows 
are much like the podcast: Josh and 
Chuck research the shit out of a 
subject (ayahuasca, the Satanic Panic, 
pizza) and tell you what you need to 
know, as well as what you didn’t really 
need to know but might find pretty 
interesting anyway. And it works: 
Everyone might have a podcast right 
now, but not everyone does it well. 
Josh and Chuck, who’ve been hosting 
this thing for more than 10 years, get 
the formula right. KH (Moore Theatre, 

8 pm, $23—$34) 

Mon Jan 20 

★ The Guilty Feminist with 
Deborah Frances-White Join 
Deborah Frances-White if you’ve 
“ever felt like you should be better 
at feminism” for a live and lively 


recording of her hit podcast, which 
Phoebe Waller-Bridge (of Fleabag ) 
has hailed as “genius." (Neptune 
Theatre, 8 pm, $34) 

Sat Feb I 

Tiny Meat Gang Coming off their 
recent win of the Shorty’s Best 
Podcast Award, the Tiny Meat Gang 
(Cody Ko and Noel Miller) will bring 
their mix of riffs and rap. (Moore 
Theatre, 6 pm, 9:30 pm, $28-$43) 

Sun March 15 

My Dad Wrote a Porno When Jamie 
Morton’s dad “Rocky Flintstone" (not 
his real name) wrote (rather inept) 
erotic fiction, Jamie decided to turn 
it into a comedy podcast. If you love 
vicarious embarrassment, this is the 
show for you (and thousands of other 
listeners). (Moore Theatre, 8 pm, 
$45-$55) 

PERFORMANCE 

ART 


Dec 19-20 

★ Taylor Mac: Holiday Sauce 

MacArthur Grant-winning genius Taylor 
Mac is an unparalleled playwright 
and performer. Mac produces shows 
that are bombastic and colorful, 
somewhere between drag and cabaret 
and classical Greek tragedy, with the 
loudest costumes ever concocted, 
created by the equally genius designer 
Machine Dazzle. I’m betting Mac’s new 
music-filled show about “Christmas as 
calamity" will be the highlight of Seat¬ 
tle’s holiday show season. CB (Moore 
Theatre, 8 pm, $47-$87) 

Jan 12-18 

★ Gabrielle Civil: Wild Beauty 

Gabrielle Civil, a Detroit-born 
movement artist, says that her work is 
concerned with “danc[ing] (blackness) 
in blackness." In Wild Beauty, she 
invites three other black dancers— 
Randy Ford, Neve Mazique-Bianco, 
and Fox Whitney—to create a ritual 
during a residency at the center. 

It sounds like ajoyful and bold 
reclamation of performance space for 
artists of various genders and abilities. 
(Location to be announced) 

Sun Jan 19 

Jenna Eady: Residency Open 
House Resident theater artist Jenna 
Eady, working with her father, the 
Palestinian playwright Hanna Eady, 
will reveal a new piece on “exploring 
the role of traditional music and dance 
in the context of cultural occupation.” 
(Base: Experimental Arts + Space, free) 

Jan 23-26 

★ Jaha Koo: Cuckoo In Cuckoo, 
South-Korean artist Jaha Koo stands 
onstage and talks with a bunch of 
R2D2-looking rice cookers about 
“the last 20 years of Korean history,” 
which is the strongest premise for any 
performance I’ve heard of in awhile. 
Press materials indicate that Koo is 
using his extremely advanced rice 
cooker reprogramming skills as a way 
to discuss the “tragedy of a lonely life 
in a thoroughly technologized society," 
a trenchant tale of caution for city- 
dwellers in South Korea and South 
Lake Union alike. RS (On the Boards) 

March 5-16 

★ The GUSH Series: Raja Feather 
Kelly’s ‘UGLY (Black Queer Zoo)’ 

The second show in Washington 
Ensemble Theatre’s GUSH series of 
“cutting-edge, experimental, contem¬ 
porary theater" (to quote Rich Smith), 
Raja Feather Kelly’s UGLY (Black 
Queer Zoo), which had its debut at 
Brooklyn’s Bushwick Starr in 2018, 
is a dance/performance piece about 
fighting erasure and asserting “black 
queer subjectivity in the mainstream" 
and features the performer “anointed 
in mustard yellow from head to toe 
and contained inside a clear box.” 

( 12th Avenue Arts, $25) 


SPECIAL 

EVENTS 


Sat March 7 

The Bachelor Live Watch the uninte- 
tionally campy drama of The Bachelor 
unfold onstage. (Paramount Theatre, 
$36-$200) 

COMEDY 


Dec 6-22 

★ The Judy Garland Christmas 
Special Crabgrass Productions 
portrays the dress rehearsal of Judy 
Garland’s deeply uncomfortable 1963 
Christmas television special, with Judy 
overwhelmed by terrifying alcohol-in¬ 
duced hallucinations and wreaking 
havoc on sugary Christmas tunes. 

Troy Mink plays Judy in this mean but 
reportedly very funny Christmas train- 
wreck. (Theatre Off Jackson, $22) 

TuesDec 10 

★ Venus Envy Holiday Reunion 
Show! with Laura Love, Lisa Koch, 
Linda Severt, Linda Schierman 

This comedic quartet is made up of 
Seattle comedic institution Lisa Koch 
(co-progenitor of such classics as 
Ham for the Holidays ), “folk-funk” 
songwriter Laura Love, vaudeville 
entertainer Linda Severt, and musi¬ 
cian Linda Schierman. (Triple Door, 
7:30 pm, free) 

Dec 13-24 

★ Sugar Plum Gary A misanthropic 
disposition combined with a strong 
satanist worldview distinguishes 
Sugar Plum Gary from other yuletide 
figures. Every year around this time, 
“somewhat beloved storyteller and 
comedian Emmett Montgomery" slips 
into a red onesie and takes the stage 
to give audience members completely 
unsolicited advice on how to best 
navigate the season, and it’s often 
pretty funny if you’re into dark, absurd 
humor. What’s his favorite holiday 
decorating tip? In an interview with 
Brett Hamil in the late City Arts, Sugar 
Plum Gary gives his answer: I like to 
“find a dark place and put myself in 

a corner and wait,” he says, with a 
creepy uncle grin. Merry Christmas. RS 
(18th & Union, $13-$22) 

Mon Feb 3 

Smosh: Try Not To Laugh Live The 

team behind the YouTube sketch 
comedy channel will generate some 
offline laughs. (Neptune Theatre, 8 pm, 
$34-$54) 

Fri March 13 

The Seattle Process with Brett 
Hamil Described as “Seattle’s only 
intentionally funny talk show" and 
“a mudpie lobbed into the halls of 
power,” The Seattle Process with Brett 
Hamil offers politics, exasperation, 
information, and comedy. (Northwest 
Film Forum, 8 pm, $17) 

STAND-UP 

TuesDec 10 

Jay and Silent Bob: Reboot Road¬ 
show with Jason Mewes and Kevin 
Smith Smith and Mewes, podcast 
co-hosts and the filmmakers behind 
the classic slacker comedy Clerks 
and its sequels, will appear in support 
of Smith’s new directorial venture, 

Jay and Silent Bob Reboot. (Neptune 
Theatre, 8 pm, $38-$44) 

Thurs Dec 12 

★ The Gateway Show It’s an 
experiment in stand-up: Four comics 
do their sets. Then these four comics 
get super, duper stoned. Then they 
perform again while occupying this 
much hazier headspace. Or attempt to 
perform again. Will the bake bring out 
another dimension of their comedy, 

or will they bomb, one by one, in 
forgetful spells of heaping laughter (or 
awkward pauses)? This sounds like 
an entertaining experiment, and they 
do it once a month. LP (Club Comedy 
Seattle, 8 pm, $15) 
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THINGS TO DO -► Performance 


Dec 12-14 & 19 

★ Wilfred Padua Dave Segal 
has described Wilfred Padua as 
“Seattle’s funniest middle-school 
teacher by some distance.” But 
let’s not damn with faint praise 
(no disrespect to middle-school 
teachers): Padua has also had a 
lot of success in the POC-cen- 
tered showcase Minority Retort 
and has performed previously at 
Bumbershoot, Bridgetown, Boring 
Time, and other festivals. (Dec 
12-14: Comedy Underground; 
Dec 19: Laughs Comedy Club) 

Fri Dec 13 

★ Amir K Aside from a 
gorgeous mane, Amir K boasts a 
SAG Award-winning performance 
in Argo, a starring role in the 
feature film The Pyramid, and a 
decade-long career in improv and 
stand-up. ( Columbia City Theater, 
8 pm, $20) 

Seventy-Nine Cents Caracol 
Productions’ showcase will 
highlight the comedic chops of 
womxn, particularly womxn of 
color. (The title references the 79 
cents that womxn make for every 
man’s dollar). Ann Elise will host 
a lineup of Hayley Leventhal, Stef 
Sefren, producer Stephanie Nam, 
and more. ( Rendezvous, 7 pm, 

$ 15/$20) 

★ Trevor Noah: Loud and 
Clear Blessing: South African 
comedian Trevor Noah has 
control of the bully pulpit of 
Comedy Central’s The Daily 
Show. Curse: He had to follow 
Jon Stewart in that slot It’s hard 
not to seem a tad second-rate 
replacing a vastly influential and 
beloved political-satire legend, 
but Noah’s gamely making a go 
of it. He leverages his outsider 
status in America—how many 
other South African comics do 
you know?—to offer fresh slants 
on myriad social and political 
topics. DS ( Tacoma Dome, 8 pm, 
$40-$95) 

Dec 13-14 

Cisco Duran Miami resident 
Duran was a finalist for Florida’s 
Funniest Comedian and has 
appeared on Hart of the City 
Minuto de Fama, and more. 

(Laughs Comedy Club, 8 pm, 

10 pm, $ 15/$20) 

Sun Dec 15 

Heather McMahan: The Fare¬ 
well Tour Heather K. McMahan, 
whose persona is a combination 
of basic bitch and self-proclaimed 
“high-functioning hot mess,” will 
embark on her first (“and possibly 
last”) tour. ( Neptune Theatre, 

8 pm, $39-$59) 

Fri Dec 20 

Monty Geer & Friends Hear 
comedy from Monty Geer (Cole 
from MTV’s Awkward, a writer for 
Jimmy Fallon and more) as well 
as some Seattle friends. ( Rendez¬ 
vous, 9:30 pm, $15) 

Dec 20-21 

★ Andy Haynes Back in the 
‘00s, Andy Haynes was one of 
the funniest people in Seattle, 
the proverbial big fish in a medi¬ 
um-sized pond full of discarded 
Amazon boxes. So, he did what 
any sensible stand-up comic 
would do—he moved to NYC 

to become a small fish in a Big 
Apple. The risky move has paid 
off with appearances on Conan, 
Late Night with Jimmy Fallon, 
Montreal’s Just for Laughs Festival, 
and a Comedy Central Half Hour 
Special. Haynes parlays a smooth, 
non-histrionic delivery into logically 
flowing sets that touch intelligently 
and mordantly on race, relation¬ 
ships, sexuality, depression, public 
transportation, substance abuse, 
and his own WASP-y looks (e.g., 

“I suffer from what some people 
call ‘president face.’”; “I look like 


a senator’s nephew.”). DS ( Laughs 
Comedy Club, 8 pm, $15) 

Fri Dec 27 

Give Love Laugh: A Charity 
Comedy Show Suitman Produc¬ 
tions will present a night of laughs 
by host David York, Charles Hall 
Jr., Jaan Wippich, and many 
others. They’ll donate to the Union 
Gospel Mission and encourage 
you to bring hats and scarves to 
give, too. ( Columbia City Theater, 
8:30 pm, $15/$20) 

Fri Dec 27 & Sun Dec 29 

Closing Argument Comedy 
Show with Vilaska Nguyen 

Full-time public defender Vilaska 
Nguyen will show off his comedy 
moonlighting chops, with the help 
of opener Dewa Dorje. ( Rendez¬ 
vous, $20/$30) 

Dec 27-29 

Monica Nevi Aside from her 
appearances on the 206, FOX’s 
Laughs, the Bridgetown Comedy 
Festival, and the Seattle Inter¬ 
national Comedy Competition, 
Renton-born Nevi has also 
opened for the likes of Ari Shaffir 
and Michael Ian Black. ( Comedy 
Underground, $20/$35) 

Sat Dec 28 

★ Never Naughty Seattle-raised 
Courtney Karwal (named Samma¬ 
mish High’s “never naughty” 
student in 2007) is now based 

in Los Angeles, where she was 
named Comic to Watch at Riot. 
She created the Funny or Die 
series Check Your Surroundings. 
Welcome her home to perform a 
set in which she’ll read from her 
high school diary. ( Rendezvous, 
9:30 pm, $10/$ 15) 

Tues Dec 31 

New Year’s Eve Comedy with 
Andrew Rivers Andrew Rivers 
frequently opens for Christopher 
Titus and has toured with Steve 
Hofstetter. You may have heard 
him on the Seattle morning show 
BJ & MIGS or on the Cut’s Truth 
or Drink. Spend the last night of 
2019 with him. ( Laughs Comedy 
Club, 7:30 pm, 10:30 pm, $25) 

New Years Eve Comedy 
Countdown with Guy Branum 

Writer/actor Guy Branum boasts 
of having served as “Staff 
Homosexual” on Chelsea Lately. 
He’s also appeared on Ei, on MTV 
(for whom he also worked on 
Punk’d), and in the film No Strings 
Attached, and his book M y Life 
as a Goddess was included on 
NPR’s 2018 Good Reads List 
(Meydenbauer Center, 8 pm, 
10:30 pm, $25-$50) 

Jan 3-4 

★ Derek Sheen Derek Sheen, 
whom former Stranger staffer 
Lindy West called “a human 
hug,” will offer some of his tragic 
humor. ( Laughs Comedy Club, 

8 pm, 10 pm, $ 15/$20) 

Sun Jan 12 

Bruce McCulloch: Tales of 
Bravery and Stupidity Come¬ 
dian, screenwriter, and producer 
McCulloch (of the Canadian 
sketch team the Kids in the Hall) 
will riff on “some of the bravely 
stupid things that [he] has done, 
and things we all do as we get 
ourselves in and out of trouble as 
we ‘throw ourselves at life.’” ( Triple 
Door, 7 pm, $25/$32) 

Jan 17-18 

★ Dulce Sloan Direct, confident, 
free of any sad-sack self-depre¬ 
cation, Dulce Sloan has been a hit 
as a correspondent on The Daily 
Show with Trevor Noah, amassing 
plaudits from Variety, TimeOutLA, 
and the Steve Harvey Show, and 
winning a spot the NBC Stand 
Up Showcase. ( Laughs Comedy 
Club, $15) 


Sat Jan 25 

★ Bill Maher Bill Maher shares 
his steadfast opinions on politics 
and life on his HBO show, Real 
Time. Hear what he has to say in 
his live stand-up routine. ( Para¬ 
mount Theatre, 8 pm, $36-$121) 

★ Kathleen Madigan Midwest 
comic Kathleen Madigan, who 
skewers such subjects as 

the Southern school system, 
retirement villages, the news, 
and her parents, will bring her 
wonderfully deep, sardonic voice 
to the Seattle stage. ( Moore 
Theatre, $28) 

ThursJan 30 

★ Model Minority: An Asian 
Womxn Comedy Show Watch 
Asian diaspora womxn bust 
stereotypes about “model minori¬ 
ties” at this Caracol Productions 
showcase, featuring such talents 
as Ellen Acuario, Stephanie Nam, 
Nisha Srinivasan, and others. 
Dewa Dorje will host ( Columbia 
City Theater, 8 pm, $15-$20) 

Sat Feb I 

Julia Sweeney: Older & Wider 

Spokane-born SNL alum Julia 
Sweeney is currently a co-star 
on Shrill with Aidy Bryant and 
a season regular on American 
Gods. Outside of fiction, she’s 
a famously outspoken atheist 
(Neptune Theatre, 7 pm, $25) 

Sat Feb 8 

★ Gary Gulman The Boston 
comedian, who’s been seen on 
2 Dope Queens, Inside Amy 
Schumer, Crashing, and Last 
Comic Standing, as well as his 
own HBO special The Great 
Depresh, will bring his rock- 
solid comedy to our own gray 
city. (Neptune Theatre, 7 pm, 

$21 -$33) 

Sat March 7 

★ Doug Stanhope Michael 
Ian Black once described Doug 
Stanhope as comedy’s Charles 
Bukowski, likely because Stan¬ 
hope is dark, offensive, vulgar, 
and sometimes downright brutal, 
his style a mix of volatile social 
criticism and anecdotal humor 
taken to self-hate extremes. 

Past subjects have included (but 
aren’t limited to) abortion, his 
own alcoholism and self-de¬ 
feating behavior, capitalism and 
how the US’s idea of poverty is 
radically different than in other 
parts of the world (“Our landfills 
are third-world bling”), football, 
death, and everything in between. 
He has four comedy albums, 
three standup specials, a few 
books (the last was 2017’s This 
Is Not Fame: A “From What I 
Re-Memoir"), and like seemingly 
all comics out there these days, 
he has a podcast (The Doug 
Stanhope Podcast), which he 
records on the road from what¬ 
ever hotel room he’s staying in. Be 
forewarned: if you offend easily, 
this show ain’t for you. LP (Neptune 
Theatre, 8 pm, $49) 

Wed March II 

★ Todd Barry with Guests 

This Bronx-born comedian has 
been slaying audiences with 
his deadpan stand-up since the 
mid-’80s. In addition to lending 
his voice to cult favorite shows 
like Bob’s Burgers and Aqua Teen 
Hunger Force, Barry continues to 
tour the country making headlines 
with his improv-heavy shows 
that tend to involve the crowd, 
with hilarious results. (Neptune 
Theatre, 8 pm, $20/$24) 

Fri March 13 

★ Gabrile Rutledge Comedy 
Night Live In a recent interview, 
Central Comedy Show’s Henry 
Stoddard and Isaac Novak 
singled out Gabriel Rutledge 

as perhaps the Seattle area’s 


funniest comic—a view rein¬ 
forced by Rutledge winning the 
Seattle International Comedy 
Competition and his frequent 
major TV appearances. Working 
in the familiar territory of family 
life and its countless frustrations 
and sorrows, Rutledge finds 
many quirky angles from which 
to squeeze distinctive humor 
out of everyday situations. His 
bit about parents desperately 
trying to snatch a couple of spare 
minutes to have sex might ring all 
too true for many. Happiness Isn't 
Funny is the title of his book and 
the guiding principle behind his 
unerring humor. DS (Washington 
Center for the Performing Arts, 

8 pm, $20-$32) 

★ Nikki Glaser: Bang It Out 
Maybe you recall her memorable 
appearances at the roasts of 
Rob Lowe, Bruce Willis, and 
Alec Baldwin—she’s the tall, 
statuesque, bubbly blonde 
with the potty mouth and crass 
observations. She was active for 
a rather long time before finally 
enjoying a come-up in the past 
six years, and has a pretty long 
resume that includes a short-lived 
sex-themed Comedy Central talk 
show, Not Safe with Nikki Glaser, 
a stint on Dancing with the Stars 
(she was eliminated the first 
round in 2018), and she just put 
out her first full-length comedy 
special on Netflix, Bangin', which 
she opens with an extended bit 
about the horror and devastation 
of discovering, for the first time, 
what a blow job was (“My mouth?! 
That’s where candy goes, I can’t 
believe you would put a dick 
there!”), accepting its inevitability, 
like death, and then discussing all 
the cultural shit that goes with it 
She's funny as fuck. RIYL: Amy 
Schumer. LP (Neptune Theatre, 

7 pm, 9:30 pm, $34/$ 134) 

IMPROV 


Through Fri Dec 20 

Britain’s Baking Challenge 

See the inherently silly drama of 
The Great British Baking Show 
recreated by four improvisers who 
really bake onstage and present 
the results to two “remarkably 
placid judges.” (Jet City Improv, 
7:30-9 pm, $12-$ 18) 

Through Sat Dec 21 

★ Uncle Mike Ruins Christmas 

Mike Murphy and Jet City cast 
members reenact and trample 
over your fond Christmas memo¬ 
ries with gleeful vulgarity. Not for 
the squeamish. (Jet City Improv, 

10 pm, $17/$18) 

Dec 6-23 

A(n Improvised) Christmas 
Carol 2019 You may think you 
know the story of A Christmas 
Carol, but you have no idea. 

Watch a team of improvisers 
re-create Dickens’s tale based 
on audience suggestions. 
(Unexpected Productions’ Market 
Theater, 8:30pm, $15/$20) 

Sat Dec 7, Fri Jan 17 & 
Sun Feb 9 

The Reader A tarot reading 
for a brave audience member 
will inspire an improv set in this 
“half-tarot, half-comedy” show. 
(Rendezvous, $10) 

Sat Dec 14 & Sat Feb 15 

★ Miscast In Miscast, improvisers 
who’ve never seen a particular 
movie/TV show will be cast along¬ 
side scripted performers playing a 
character from said movie/show. 

It’s always a goofy, unpredictable 
time as improvisers muddle 
through scenes that turn increas¬ 
ingly nonsensical. (Dec: The Pocket 
Theater, 8:30 pm, $10/$ 14; Feb: 
Rendezvous, $10/$ 14) 


Tues Dec 31 

Xtreme Theatresports New 
Year’s Eve Party! 2019 Score 
four improv teams from zero 
to five and choose the winners 
at this comedy party that also 
offers hats, gifts, streamers, and 
a champagne toast at midnight 
(Unexpected Productions' Market 
Theater, 10 pm, $38-$55) 

Jan 4-March 14 

Shot Prov Well, this sounds a little 
dangerous: Improvisers violate 
secret rules (secret from them, 
that is) as they play and must 
take a shot every time they do so. 
Poor things! After they reach their 
limit, they’re booted off the stage, 
presumably for their own safety. 
(Jet City Improv, $17/$18) 

Jan 9-Feb 7 

A Clandestine Sequence of 
Wretched Events The improv 
company will stage a series of 
events that are, shall we say, 
infelicitous? (Jet City Improv, 
$17/$18) 

Jan 10-March 13 

★ Ten Percent Luck Laugh 
machine improv hosts Yeah Okay 
will do their comedic thang with 
instruction and suggestions by a 
featured stand-up comic. (North¬ 
west Film Forum, 7 pm, $13) 

Sat Jan 25 

Give ICS Money! An Improv 
and Music Benefit Show! Enjoy 
music and improv in this beenfit 
show for Immanuel Community 
Services, which helps out home¬ 
less people in South Lake Union. 
(Rendezvous, 9:30 pm, $10) 

Sun Feb 16 

★ Middleditch & Schwartz 

Improv unfolds on the big stage 
when Emmy-nominated Thomas 
Middleditch (Richard Hendricks 
of Silicon Valley) and Emmy-win- 
ning Ben Schwartz (most 
famous for playing Jean-Ral- 
phio Saperstein on Parks and 
Recreation, but also in House 
of Lies and co-author of Things 
You Should Already Know about 
Dating, You Fucking Idiot) put 
on a two-person longform show. 
(Moore Theatre, 7 pm, $33-$68) 

March 5-20 

Glimmer Taking off on a certain 
popular show about flamboyant 
women wrestlers, the Jet City 
crew will present “GLAM¬ 
OROUS LADIES IMPROVISING 
MAYBE MORE EVENTUALLY 
W”R”ESTLING,” an improvised 
comedy set in the ‘80s. (Jet City 
Improv, $17/$ 18) 

Fri March 6 

★ Whose Live Anyway? The 

cast members of the Emmy-win- 
ning show Whose Line Is It 
Anyway?— including Greg Proops, 
Joel Murray, Jeff B. Davis, and 
Bellingham-born Ryan Stiles—will 
play their hilarious improv games 
onstage. (Moore Theatre, 8 pm) 

SKETCH 


Sat Dec 14 

A Very Sweaty Christmas 

Jeremiah “Sweaty” Dee will host 
this night of funny variety with 
Margo Lauritzen on the piano 
and additional acts by special 
(sweaty?) guests. (The Pocket 
Theater, 7 pm, $10-$14) 

Fri Feb 28 

★ Tim & Eric: Mandatory 
Attendance World Tour Comedy 
duo Tim & Eric of Tim & Eric 
Awesome Show, Great Job! and 
Tim & Eric's Billion Dollar Movie 
(plus about a million other strange 
things) will return with a live show 
full of squirm-inducing humor. 
(Moore Theatre, 8 pm, $40/$90) 
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THINGS 12 DO Books & Talks 


By Christopher Frizzelle, Katie Herzog, 
Charles Mudede, Rich Smith, and 
Joule Zelman 



ART STREIBER/ AUGUST 

Carmen Maria Machado 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 24 

Machado lands in town behind her latest, In the Dream House, a memoir about her abusive 
relationship with her first girlfriend. (Town Hall ) 


FICTION 


Sun Dec 15 

Short Stories Live: A Rogue’s Family 
Christmas Julie Briskman, Kurt 
Beattie, Marianne Owen, and special 
guests Nancy and Joe Guppy will read 
oddball Christmas stories. House band 
Pineolawith Leslie Braly will provide 
the tunes. ( Town Hall, 2 pm, $15) 

Wed Jan 22 

Claire Rudy Foster: Shine of the 
Ever This fictional “literary mixtape of 
queer voices out of 1990s Portland” 
comes to us from Foster, who’s been 
published in the New York Times, the 
Washington Post, and McSweeney’s. 
(Third Place Books Seward Park, 7 pm, 
free ) 

Thurs Jan 30 

★ Crissy Van Meter: Creatures A 

Southern California woman’s wedding 
day is marred by potential tragedy, 
unexpected family reappearances, 
and a dead whale in this novel that’s 
drawn praise from Leni Zumas, 

Kristen Arnett, and many reviewers. 

(Elliott Bay Book Company, 7 pm, 
free ) 

★ Isabel Allende: A Long Petal 

of the Sea Now is the time to read 
and listen to Chilean writer Isabel 
Allende. In the middle of October, 
protests exploded in Santiago, Chile. 
These demonstrations, which involved 
millions of Chileans, were sparked by 
a rise in the city’s subway fare. But 
the crisis is not isolated; it’s occurring 
against the backdrop of Chile’s early 
experiment with neoliberalism, which 
was imposed on the country by the 
brutal dictator, Augusto Pinochet. In 
her 1982 novel The House of the 
Spirits, Allende attempted to exorcize 
the ghosts of that exceptionally 
bloody dictatorship which began with 
the murder of the novelist’s cousin, 
the democratically elected Salvador 
Allende. The ghosts of Pinochet 
still haunt the slim South American 
country. Allende will certainly 
have lots to say about how these 
ghosts have returned as the young 
protesters on the streets of Santiago, 
despite the fact that her latest novel 
shifts the time period backward, to 
the aftermath of the Spanish Civil 
War. CM ( Town Hall, 7:30 pm, $35) 

Sat Feb 8 

★ Garth Greenwell: Cleanness 

The award-winning novelist follows 
up his intense and heartbreaking 
gay love story What Belongs to 
You— about an American teacher in 
Bulgaria and a young man he meets 
in a bathroom—with a second novel, 
Cleanness, narrated by the same 
guy. Representative sentence: “Sex 
had never been joyful for me before, 
or almost never, it had always been 
fraught with shame and anxiety and 
fear, all of which vanished at the 
sight of his smile, simply vanished, 
it poured a kind of cleanness over 
everything we did.” CF ( Elliott Bay 
Book Company, 7 pm, free) 

Tues Feb II 

★ Spotlight Fiction: With Teeth 
by Natanya Ann Pulley Dine writer 
Natanya Ann Pulley, founder of 

the Hairstreak Butterfly Review, will 
present morsels from her surreal, 
violent, hallucinatory new collection. 
(Hugo House, 7 pm, free) 

Wed Feb 26 

Spotlight Fiction: The Cactus 
League by Emily Nemens The 

editor of the Paris Review will revisit 
Seattle to read from her first novel, 
The Cactus League, about a star 
outfielder for the LA Lions whose 
imminent breakdown becomes the 
subject of fascination for colleagues, 


family members, hangers-on, and 
others. (Hugo House, 7 pm, free ) 

POETRY 

Fri Dec 13 

★ Copper Canyon Press Show¬ 
case and Holiday Book Sale The 

local press will have many poetry 
books to buy during their annual 
celebration. Come for the shopping, 
stay for the ecological verse reading 
from Here: Poems for the Planet, 
featuring work from 125 prominent 
writers like Mary Oliver, Robert Hass, 
and Aimee Nezhukumatathil, plus a 
foreword by the Dalai Lama. (Hugo 
House, 7 pm, free) 

Mon Jan 27 

Porsha Olayiwola: I Shimmer 
Sometimes, Too The Boston-based 
queer feminist poet, an Individual 
World Poetry Slam Champion and the 
artistic director of the youth organi¬ 
zation MassLEAP, will share some of 
her sexy, personal Afrofuturist poetry. 
(Elliott Bay Book Company, 7 pm, free ) 

Thurs Feb 6 

★ Paisley Rekdal In 2017, Rich 
Smith wrote, “The best essay I read 
this year was called ‘Nightingale: A 
Gloss,’ and it was written by Seattle 
writer (but current University of Utah 
prof) Paisley Rekdal and published 
in the American Poetry Review. In a 
straightforward, no-bullshit tone, and 
with her characteristically sharp eye 
for scholarly associations, Rekdal 
weaves the story of a sexual assault 
she experienced while hiking alone 
in Loch Ness with Ovid’s story of 


Philomela, other rapes of antiquity, 
and also with the story of her writing 
a poem called ‘Philomela.’ Her 
reckoning of the assault, and her 
reckoning of her own reckoning, 
reveals sexual violence for what it is: 
a pillar, not an aberration, of Western 
civilization.” She now has a full-length 
book out inspired by the essay, 
titled simply Nightingale. It “radically 
rewrites and contemporizes many of 
the myths central to Ovid’s epic, The 
Metamorphoses.” (Broadway Perfor¬ 
mance Hall, 7:30 pm, $20-$80) 

Sat Feb 15 

Kim Stafford: Wild Honey, Tough 
Salt Portland poet Kim Stafford, son 
of the poet laureate William Stafford, 
will deliver a reading of his collection 
Wild Honey, Tough Salt, which draws 
on such experiences as “wandering 
New Orleans in a trance, savoring the 
life of artist Tove Jansson, reading the 
fine print on the Mexican peso and 
the Scottish five-pound note,” and 
penetrates into darker material from 
there. (Elliott Bay Book Company, 

7 pm, free ) 

Tues March 10 

★ Sierra Nelson and Kary Wayson 

Here we have two wizards working 
with two different but complementary 
kinds of magic. Sierra Nelson writes 
bioluminescent lines using various 
personas and scientific guises 
to illuminate the dark corners of 
melancholy and loneliness. You can 
find her latest in The Lachrymose 
Report, which is the only poetry book 
I know of with an index that’s also a 
poem in its own right. Kary Wayson 
runs a tight ship-terse, musical 


lyrics that unspool whole logics from 
a single word or sound. Very much 
looking forward to Wayson’s new 
book, Via Maria Materi, which will be 
out from Burnside Review Press in 
2020. RS (Elliott Bay Book Company, 

7 pm, free) 

SCI-FI/FANTASY 

Fri Jan 24 

Yangsze Choo: The Night Tiger 

In Yangsze Choo’s second novel 
(following The Ghost Bride), an 
11 -year-old boy searches for his 
dead master’s finger, which sets him 
on a path to encounter a Malaysian 
dance-hall girl and aspiring physician 
whose one-night partner left her a 
pretty gross memento. (Elliott Bay 
Book Company, 7 pm, free) 

ESSAYS 


Thurs Dec 12 

Invisible People Local journalists and 
writers Sam Howe Verhovek, Dean 
Boardman, and others will celebrate 
the publication of the posthumous 
collection Invisible People: Stories of 
Lives at the Margins, a compendium of 
work by the renowned journalist Alex 
Tizon (Big Little Man In Search of My 
Asian Self). (Elliott Bay Book Company, 
7 pm, free) 

Wed Feb 19 

Courtney Maum: Before and After 
the Book Deal As part of their 
Writer’s Life series, Hugo House will 
invite Courtney Maum to speak about 
Before and After the Book Deal: A 


Writer’s Guide to Finishing, Publishing, 
Promoting, and Surviving Your First 
Book, which gathers publishing 
advice from the likes of Anthony 
Doerr, Roxane Gay, Garth Greenwell, 
Lisa Ko, and many, many others. 
(Hugo House, 7 pm, free) 

HISTORY 


Tues Dec 10 

★ Erika Lee: A History of Xeno¬ 
phobia in the US Erika Lee, director 
of the Immigration History Research 
Center at the University of Minnesota, 
is here to explain just how long the 
Statue of Liberty has been an abso¬ 
lute joke, a monument to openhearted 
immigration policy in a country that 
has excluded the Chinese, harassed 
the Germans and the Irish, and 
corralled the Mexicans and Japanese 
in concentration camps. Lee’s early 
work focused on the Chinese Exclu¬ 
sion Act, but her new history, America 
for Americans, takes a broader view, 
examining the connections between 
racism and xenophobia over the last 
couple hundred years. RS (Town Hall, 
7:30 pm, $5) 

Mon Feb 10 

Emma Copley Eisenberg: The 
Third Rainbow Girl Copley Eisen¬ 
berg digs into the history of a terrible 
1980s slaying of two women in West 
Virginia, and the aftermath for the 
Appalachian community that tried to 
understand what happened. (Elliott 
Bay Book Company, 7 pm, free) 


Wed Feb 19 

Craig Fehrman: Author in Chief 

Discover a long tradition of American 
presidential authorship, from Thomas 
Jefferson’s Notes on the State of 
Virginia to Abraham Lincoln’s Political 
Debates Between Hon. Abraham 
Lincoln and Hon. Stephen A. Douglas 
to Donald Trump’s (ghost-written) 

The Art of the Deal. (Elliott Bay Book 
Company, 7 pm, free) 

History Cafe: What Bus Lines Tell 
Us About Seattle Nathan Vass, a 
Seattle metro bus driver (you may 
have met him on the 7/49 line) 
and filmmaker/photographer, has 
posted vignettes about the people he 
encounters in his blog, The View from 
Nathan’s Bus. These in turn have 
been collected in the photo-essay 
book The Lines That Make Us. Hear 
from Vass at this edition of History 
Cafe. (Museum of History & Industry 
(MOHAI), 6:30 pm, free) 

Fri Feb 28 

★ John Sayles: Yellow Earth The 

director of the cult classic Brother 
from Another Planet, John Sayles, has, 
sadly, not made a film since 2013. 

And his last masterpiece, Amigo, was 
completed a decade ago. But this does 
not mean Sayles, one of the greatest 
leftist filmmakers of the 20th century 
(he is to the US, what Ken Loach is 
to the UK), was doing nothing during 
this time. In January 2020, Haymarket, 
a socialist publishing house based in 
Chicago, will release Sayles’s Yellow 
Earth, a 400-page political fiction 
outing that’s about Native American 
reservations in Missouri, activism, and 
petrocapitalism. CM (Elliott Bay Book 
Company, 7 pm, free) 

MEMOIR/ 

RIOGRAPHY 


Sat Dec 14 

Shauna Ahern: Enough Ahern, the 
“Gluten-Free Girl," will read from her 
memoir about finding freedom and 
contentment after a small stroke. 

(The Neverending Bookshop, 5 pm, 
free) 

Tues Dec 17 

★ Annual Holiday Reading with 
Brad Craft Join the Book Store’s 
beloved used books buyer, Brad, 
to drink in Truman Capote’s “A 
Christmas Memory,” a tale of making 
Christmas traditions with his older 
cousin “from buying illegally made 
whiskey for their fruitcakes to cutting 
down their own tree and decorating it 
with homemade ornaments." (Univer¬ 
sity Book Store, 6 pm, free) 

Tues Jan 7 

★ EJ Koh: The Magical Language 
of Others Rich Smith has praised 
EJ Koh’s award-winning “intense, 
image-driven poetry" numerous times. 
In this autobiographical work, Koh 
writes about her long separation from 
her parents at the age of 15, and 

her mother’s sorrowful and loving 
letters that resurfaced years later. Koh 
investigates her mother’s and grand¬ 
mothers’ experiences, from witnessing 
the Jeju Island Massacre to enduring 
personal heartbreak. (Elliott Bay Book 
Company, 7 pm, free) 

Fri Jan 24 

★ Carmen Maria Machado She’s 
done it again. Judging by the rave 
reviews of In the Dream House, 
Carmen Maria Machado has written 
another must-read. But rather than a 
collection of Borgesian short stories, 
this one is a harrowing memoir about 
her abusive relationship with her first 
girlfriend. Entertainment Weekly called 
it “the best memoir of the year.” NPR 
says she’s invented “a new kind of 
memoir.” Seattle’s own Kristen Millares 
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THINGS TO DO -► Books & Talks 



Jodi Kantor and Megan Twohey 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 29 


A talk and She Said book tour stop from the #MeToo heroes whose investi¬ 
gative journalism initiated the fall of Harvey Weinstein. (Benaroya Hall) 


Young said her review of the book in 
the Washington Post would have been 
easier to write if Machado wasn’t “so 
good.” Brace yourself for this one. RS 
(Town Hall, 7:30pm, $20-$80) 

Wed Jan 29 

Stephanie Land: Maid The single 
mother and author of Maid: Hard 
Work, Low Pay, and a Mother’s Will 
to Survive eked out a living cleaning 
houses while she attended college. 
She’ll share her autobiography, now 
out in paperback, in an effort to 
destigmatize women who face the 
same challenges she did. (Elliott Bay 
Book Company, 7 pm, free) 

Thurs Feb 13 

★ Spotlight Nonfiction: Wild 
Ride Home by Christine Hemp 

Hemp’s memoir is framed by the 
taming of a wild horse, but it covers 
such heartbreaking encounters and 
experiences as “a dangerous fiance, 
her mother’s dementia, unexpected 
death, and illness.” This will be the 
renowned poet’s nonfiction debut. 
(Hugo House, 7 pm, free) 

Tues Feb 25 

Ginger Gaffney: Half Broke Gaff¬ 
ney’s book recounts her experiences 
helping to retrain wild horses at a 
prison ranch, where inmates, many of 
whom are dealing with trauma and 
addiction, struggle to communicate 
with and control their animal charges. 
(Central Library, 7 pm, free) 

MYSTERY/ 

THRILLER/ 

HORROR 


Wed Dec 18 

★ Twisted Christmas Tales and 
Cocktails Calling all holiday creeps! 
Librarian David Wright, the host 
of Thrilling Tales, will darken that 
festive mood with some “seriously 
messed-up” seasonal stories, “from 
ghost stories to noir to whatever the 
hell it is Chuck Palahniuk writes.” 
Arrive early to snag a seat. (Palace 
Theatre & Art Bar, 8 pm, free) 

Tues Jan 14 

Raymond Fleischmann: How 
Quickly She Disappears Thrill to 
a suspense story about twin sisters 


set in Alaska as former Hugo Fellow 
Fleishmann returns to read from 
his first novel. Mystery writer Urban 
Waite will accompany him. (Hugo 
House, 7 pm, free) 

POLITICS/ 

CURREHT 

ISSUES 


Mon Dec 9 

★ Cesar Cuauhtemoc Garcia 
Hernandez: Migrating to Prison 

Hernandez explodes the myth that 
the incarceration of immigrants is a 
time-honored and normal practice 
with this history of the immigration 
prison system, which emerged as late 
as the mid-1980s. (Town Hall, 7:30 
pm, $5) 

Thurs Dec 12 

Michael Lerner: A Political Mani¬ 
festo to Heal the World Progressive 
rabbi/psychotherapist Michael 
Lerner hopes to extend the ideals 
of socialism beyond the economic 
sphere, as explained in his book 
Revolutionary Love. (Town Hall, 

7:30 pm, $5) 

★ Missing and Murdered Indige¬ 
nous Women Abigail Echo-Hawk, 
director of the Urban Indian Health 
Institute, will lead a discussion on 
Seattle’s horrifically high number of 
missing and murdered indigenous 
women, and on Native health and 
social issues in general. (Town Hall, 

7 pm, free) 

Thurs Jan 9 

Samuel Woolley: How Technology 
Will Break the Truth A member of 
the European Research Coun¬ 
cil’s Computational Propaganda 
investigation team, Sam Woolley will 
share his expertise on hots, political 
communication, and science. (Town 
Hall, 7:30 pm, $6) 

★ Shawn Wong and Tara Fickle: 
Aiiieeeee! University of Washington 
professor Shawn Wong has the 
distinction of being one of the four 
editors of the groundbreaking 1974 
anthology Aiiieeeee!, which carved 
out the contemporary Asian Amer¬ 
ican canon and helped articulate 
many of the conversations about 
Orientalism, racism, and classism 
that continue to animate literary 


scholarship today. The anthology 
has since been criticized for lacking 
the voices of women writers, queer 
writers, and writers with roots in East 
Asian countries such as Korea and 
Vietnam, a point likely addressed 
in literary scholar Tara Fickle’s new 
foreword. Nevertheless, the historic 
import of this collection is undeniable, 
and, by examining the recent past, 
this reading should lead to a lively 
discussion about the future of Asian 
American literature. RS (Elliott Bay 
Book Company, 7 pm, free) 

Wed Jan 15 

★ An Evening with Janet Mock 

Janet Mock has done a lot of stuff in 
her 36 years on earth. A trans advo¬ 
cate and a native of Hawaii, she’s 
been an editor at People and a writer 
for the New Yorker, New York Times, 
Marie Claire, Interview, and Allure. 
She’s worked as a correspondent 
for Entertainment Tonight and a host 
for MSNBC; she’s a writer, director, 
and producer on the hit Netflix show 
Pose; and her memoir Redefining 
Realness debuted as a New York 
Times best seller. If there’s a Top X 
Under X list, Mock has probably been 
on it, and she’ll discuss her remark¬ 
able life (which includes appearing in 
a Jay-Z video) and more on her date 
in Seattle, kh (Kane Hall Room 130, 
7:30 pm, $5) 

Tues Jan 21 

William Wheeler: State of War 

Award-winning foreign correspon¬ 
dent William Wheeler has roamed 
the world reporting on such critical 
subjects as the Libyan refugee crisis 
in Europe, the European far right, 
geopolitical tensions over the Indus 
River, and the attempted assassi¬ 
nation of Bob Marley. His first book 
uncovers the American roots of the 
civil wars of El Salvador, Honduras, 
and Guatemala, and the rise of the 
notorious MS-13 gang. (Elliott Bay 
Book Company, 7 pm, free) 

Wed Jan 22 

★ Adam Davidson Davidson’s 
acute analysis can be heard on the 
Planet Money podcast, which he 
co-created, and read in the New 
Yorker. Among other laurels, he’s won 
a Peabody award for his coverage of 
the financial crisis, whose devastating 
effect on the housing market he 
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addressed in the radio documentary 
The Giant Pool of Money. Seattle Arts 
& Lectures will bring him to share his 
economic insights. ( Benaroya Hall, 
7:30 pm, $20-$80) 

Wed Jan 29 

Carol Leonnig and Philip Rucker: 

A Very Stable Genius These 
two Pulitzer-winning Washington 
Post reporters will read from their 
new book, fully titled A Very Stable 
Genius: Donald J. Trump’s Testing 
of America, for which they drew 
on many DC sources to reveal 
the “pattern and meaning to the 
daily disorder” in the White House. 
(Broadway Performance Hall, 7 pm, 
$7/$36) 

★ Jodi Kantor and Megan Twohey 

#MeToo heroes Jodi Kantor and 
Megan Twohey were instrumental 
in the fall of Harvey Weinstein after 
their Pulitzer-winning expose of the 
Hollywood mogul and alleged rapist 
was published in the New York Times 
in 2017. In their new book, She Said, 
the journalists explain how, exactly, 
they managed to publish a story that 
had gone unreported, but whispered 
about, for so long. Washington 
Post called it “an instant classic of 
investigative journalism,” and the 
New York Times named it an instant 
bestseller. KH (Benaroya Hall, 7:30 pm, 
$20-$80) 

Wed Feb 5 

★ Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl 
WuDunn Journalists Nicholas Kristof 
and Sheryl WuDunn don’t just share a 
home (they’ve been married for over 
30 years); they also share a Pulitzer. 
The couple, who won the most 
coveted award in journalism for their 
coverage of the Tiananmen Square 
protests in 1990, is out with a new 
book, Tightrope, about economic 
devastation ravaging American 
communities. In Yamhill, Oregon, 
where Kristof grew up, a quarter of 
the kids who rode his school bus 
eventually died from drugs, alcohol, 
suicide, or some kind of accidents. 
This book is about what happened 

in Yamhill, and other oft-neglected 
places in this country. KH (Benaroya 
Hall, 7:30 pm, $20-$80) 

Wed Feb 19 

Peter Catron: Immigration As 

part of UW’s Public Lecture Series, 


Peter Catron, assistant professor of 
sociology, will share his expertise on 
immigration. (Kane Hall, Room 120, 
7:30 pm, free) 

SCIENCE/ 

NATURE 


Tues Dec 10 

Terry Tempest Williams: Erosion 

Terry Tempest Williams’s essays call 
for us to face head-on the current 
devastation of democratic institutions, 
ancestral Native lands, and the Amer¬ 
ican landscape by government actors 
and the fossil fuel industry. (Central 
Library, 7 pm, free) 

Sun Jan 12 

Jennifer Wilhoit: Weaned Seals 
and Snowy Summits The authors 
(Wilhoit with Stephen B. Jones) 
meditate on their passionate interac¬ 
tions with nature and stress the need 
to care for the environment. (Elliott 
Bay Book Company, 3 pm, free) 

Jan 12-14 

Pursuit of the Black Panther 
(National Geographic Live) 

Shannon Wild, a National Geographic 
cinematographer, photographer, 
and conservationist, will chronicle 
her difficult and perilous I i^i^i^c?1 I i ORAN 
to make a documentary about the 
rare black panther in southern India. 
Get a peek into her journey through 
multimedia and stories. (Benaroya 
Hall, $28-$50) 

Thurs Jan 16 

★ Daniel Levitin: Successful 
Aging How does one age success¬ 
fully? That’s the question Daniel 
Levitin tries to answer in his new 
book, Successful Aging: A Neurosci¬ 
entist Explores the Power and Poten¬ 
tial of Our Lives. Relying on brain 
studies as well as interviews with 
happily aging people, Levitin argues 
that people can have rich, fulfilling, 
and healthy lives into their 80s and 
90s, but it takes both an individual 
effort, and accommodation and 
understanding on the part of society. 
KH (Central Library, 7 pm, free) 

Tues Jan 28 

★ Ingrid Newkirk: Animalkind 

Ingrid Newkirk has spent her career 


advocating against animal cruelty. 

The president of PETA and co-author 
Gene Stone are out with a new book, 
Animalkind: Remarkable Discoveries 
About Animals and the Remarkable 
Ways We Can Be Kind to Them. 

An inspection of the inner lives of 
animals (“Animals love,” they write. 
“They grieve. They feel emotional 
pain. They worry. And they can 
anticipate pain.”), the text offers 
compelling arguments against animal 
testing and circuses and in favor 
of veganism and low-oil diets. They 
make less compelling arguments 
against leather, but you still may 
want to avoid wearing Birkenstocks 
to their reading. KH (Elliott Bay Book 
Company, free) 

Feb 9-11 

Designed By Nature (National 
Geographic Live) Kakani Katija 
is quite a character—once part of 
the US figure skating team, she’s 
now a bioengineer who specializes 
in studying organisms that live in 
ocean midwaters. In this multimedia 
presentation, learn how scientists like 
Katija model robots on jellyfish and 
other sea denizens. (Benaroya Hall, 
$28-$50) 

SOCIOLOGY/ 

PSYCHOLOGY 


Mon Jan 13 

Pamela Paul and Maria Russo 
with Maria Semple: How to Raise 
a Reader Obtain wisdom on how to 
raise kids who read something other 
than memes with Pamela Paul and 
Maria Russo’s new book. (Town Hall, 
7:30 pm, $5) 

Tues Jan 14 

'k David Kessler: Finding Meaning 

Elisabeth Kubler-Ross’s co-author of 
the important psychological text On 
Grief and Grieving ventures beyond 
the five stages of grief-the attain¬ 
ment of meaning—in this new book. 
(Elliott Bay Book Company, 

7 pm, free) 

Thurs Jan 23 

★ Heather Evans: Interdepen¬ 
dent Success In this talk, subtitled 
“Cultivating a Community of Diverse 
Bodies and Minds," Evans presents her 
research on people who’ve become 
disabled in an exploration of stigma, 
exclusion, and the false narratives of 
“independence.” (Kane Hall, Room 120, 
7:30 pm, free) 

THE ARTS 


Mon Dec 9 

Mark Morris: Out Loud The incred¬ 
ible Seattle-raised dance artist will 
read from his autobiography, in which 
he tells of his uncompromising career 
as a performer and choreographer. 
(Town Hall, 7:30pm, $36/$42) 

Wed Dec II 

★ Who Needs Galleries? Beloved 
local artists Brandon Vosika, Mary 
Anne Carter, and Leah St. Lawrence 
will speak on the new forms that the 
art scene is adopting-DIY exhibi¬ 
tions, fairs, social media sharing—with 
Gary Faigin, Gage Academy of Art 
director, as moderator. (Town Hall, 
7:30 pm, free) 

Thurs Jan 23 

James Meyer: The Art of Return 

Meyer uses “art criticism, theory, 
memoir, and fiction” to explore that 
most revolutionary of decades, the 
1960s, with an emphasis on artists 
and writers born during this era who 
did their best to understand and 
evoke it in retrospect. (Elliott Bay 
Book Company, 7 pm, free) 

Wed Feb 26 

An Evening with Karamo Brown 

Queer Eye “culture expert” Karamo 
Brown will dish on pop culture, 
queerness, blackness, Christianity, 
and other aspects of his identity, as 
well as his career. (Meany Center for 
the Performing Arts, 7:30 pm, $5) 



Daniel Levitin: 
Successful Aging 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 16 

The author/neuroscientist discusses insights 
in his new book about making the most of your 
(elder) age. (Central Library ) 


WORD WORKS: WRITERS ON WRITING 

GISH JEN 


POLITICS & POSSIBILITY 
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SEATTLE ART AND PERFORMANCE 


THINGS TO DO -► Books & Talks 



BARTON PERRIERA 
FEB31ST 

ETNIA BARCELONA 
BELLINGER 

$100 OFF LENSES WITH FRAME PURCHASE 
FROM FEATURED BRAND DURING EVENT 


t foe Elliott B 9y 


Book Company 

Mark Morris 
Out Loud 

December 9,7pm, Town Hall (tickets at elliottbaybook.com) 

Phillip Rucker & Carol lenning 
A Very Stable Genius 

January 29th at 7 pm at the Broadway Performance Hall 

Isabel Allende 

A Long Petal of the Sea / Largo petalo de mar 

January 30th at 7:30 pm at Town Hall Seattle 

Rebecca Solnit 

Recollections of My Nonexistence 

March 17 at 7 pm at Temple De Hirsch Sinai 

Gabrielle Civil, 

Experiments in Joy 

co-presented with Velocity Dance Center. 

Jan 16, 7pm, Elliott Bay Book Co. 

Ginger Gaffney 
Half Broke 

Feb 24,7pm, Elliott Bay Book Co. 


1521 10th Avenue • 206-624-6600 • www.elliottbaybook.com 

Monday-Thursday: 10am - 10pm Friday-Saturday: 10am - 11pm Sunday: 11 a.m. - 9 p.m. 





Isabel Allende: A 
Long Petal of the Sea 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 30 

The Chilean author of The House of the Spirits 
comes to town with her new novel. (Town Hall) 


WRITING 

TECHNIQUE 


Thurs Dec 12 

★ Michael Cunningham: The 
Problem Is Never the Plot The 

Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The 
Hours will contend that profoundly 
human characters, not plot, should be 
a writer’s focus in this Word Works: 
Writers on Writing lecture. ( Hugo 
House, 7 pm, $15/$30) 

Tues Dec 17 

The Writer’s Life: Journey to Publi¬ 
cation Three brand-new novelists will 
offer you wisdom on the publication 
process. Hear from Evan Roxanna 
Ramzipoor ( The Ventriloquists ), Noelle 
Salazar ( The Flight Girls), and Kira 
Jane Buxton ( Hollow Kingdom). 

(Hugo House, 7 pm, free) 

Thurs Feb 20 

★ Gish Jen: Politics & Possibility 

Rich Smith wrote in 2017: “Over 
the course of her many award-win¬ 
ning novels, Gish Jen writes about 
the complexities of assimilation, 
interracial relationships, and conflict 
between first-generation immigrants 
and second/third-generation 
immigrants.” Jen is coming out with a 
new novel, a dystopian fiction called 
The Resisters. Here, she’ll talk about 
how Trump’s America can influence 
powerful writing. ( Hugo House, 7 pm, 
$15/$30) 

SPORTS & 
OUTDOORS 


Thurs Jan 9 

Sharon Wood: Rising Sharon Wood 
will share from her book Rising: 
Becoming the First North American 
Woman on Everest, all about her epic 
May 1986 summiting of one of the 


world’s most challenging mountains. 
(Mountaineers, 7 pm, $15) 

Thurs Feb 13 

Charlotte Austin: Travels in 
Mongolia Hear a thrilling tale of 
adventure from Charlotte Austin, 
who led teams to the 14,350-foot 
peak of Mongolia’s Mount Khuiten. 
(Mountaineers, 7 pm, $15) 

Thurs March 12 

Brendan Leonard: Bears Don’t Care 
About Your Problems The owner of 
the popular website Semi-Rad.com 
will read from his new book, Bears 
Don’t Care About Your Problems, in 
which he compiles the best stories 
from the outdoors-obsessed blog. 
(Mountaineers, 7 pm, 15) 

CHILDREN’S 


Sat Dec 14 

Holiday Story Time with ReAct 
Theatre ReAct Theatre performers 
will bring children’s holiday tales like 
Olive the Other Reindeer and How 
the Grinch Stole Christmas to life. 
(Third Place Books Seward Park, 

11 am, free) 

Sat Jan 4 

Lucas P. Kok: Taima the Seahawk 

Taima the seahawk watches over the 
Emerald City from his perch at the 
top of the Space Needle, swooping 
down occasionally to save creatures 
in need. When he discovers that 
he shares a name with Seattle’s 
pro football team, he takes it upon 
himself to help them out of their 
losing streak. Join the author for a 
reading. (The Neverending Bookshop, 
10:30 am, free) 

Sat Jan II 

★ Viet Thanh and Ellison Nguyen: 
Chicken of the Sea Pulitzer 
Prize-winning Vietnamese writer 


Viet Thanh Nguyen and his little 
son Ellison have collaborated on 
this adorable-sounding book about 
brave sailor chickens who battle 
seasickness and the fearsome Dog 
Knights. (Elliott Bay Book Company, 
2 pm, free) 

YOUNG ADULT 


Thurs Jan 9 

Tara Sim: Scavenge the Stars 

In this YA fantasy revenge tale, 
described as a “gender-swapped 
The Count of Monte Cristo a young 
woman resorts to deception to punish 
the man who hurt her family. (Third 
Place Books Seward Park, 7 pm, free) 

MISCELLA¬ 

NEOUS 


Wed Dec II 

★ Writers Linder the Influence: 
James Baldwin James Baldwin is 
the author of several masterpieces 
of fiction, many brilliant essays, 
and a couple plays. His reputation 
as an artist and public intellectual 
grows with each passing year, 
especially because he channeled 
his perceptions of white supremacy 
into timeless articulations of the 
evil lurking beneath America’s 
premises. This tribute to Baldwin is a 
collaboration between Hugo House 
and Northwest African American 
Museum, and features readings and 
remembrances by Anastacia-Renee, 
Ebo Barton, LaNesha DeBardelaben, 
and Seattle Civic Poet Jourdan Imani 
Keith. CF (Northwest African American 
Museum, 7 pm, free) 

Fri Feb 28 

★ Hugo Literary Series: Behind 
Closed Doors Anthony Swofford 
(Jarhead), Mitchell S. Jackson (The 
Residue Years and Survival Math: 

Notes on an All-American Family), 
Charles D’Ambrosio (Loitering), and 
R&B singer JusMoni will present 
new work on the theme of “Behind 
Closed Doors.” (Hugo House, 7:30 pm, 
$25/$50) 

Sat Feb 29 

African American Writers’ Alliance 
with Georgia McDade Hear 
poets from the Northwest’s African 
American community in a reading 
organized by the NW African Amer¬ 
ican Writers’ Alliance, which promotes 
emerging and seasoned writers and 
publishes anthologies. (Elliott Bay 
Book Company, 7 pm, free) 

First Wednesdays 

★ Silent Reading Party The Silent 
Reading Party is one of the weirdest, 
most wonderful parties you’ll ever go 
to, because no one talks to you and 
you can get some reading done. You 
curl up on a couch or in a wingback 
chair with a book or magazine or 
whatever you feel like reading, while 
Paul Moore plays piano and waiters 
bring you things. Whenever Paul 
starts playing Erik Satie, I find myself 
staring into the fireplace or closing 
my eyes and melting into the couch. 
The reading party, which is now 10 
years old, is so popular that there 

is often a line out the door just to 
get a seat. The people who know 
what they’re doing get there an hour 
before it starts. CF (Hotel Sorrento, 

6 pm, free) 

First Thursdays & Third 
Fridays 

★ Seattle StorySLAM A live 
amateur storytelling competition in 
which audience members who put 
their names in a hat are randomly 
chosen to tell stories on a theme. 
Local comedians tend to show up, 
but lots of nonperformers get in on 
the action as well. First Thursday 
readings take place at the Fremont 
Abbey, followed by third Friday events 
at St. Mark’s Cathedral. (Various 
locations, 8 pm, $10) 
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THINGS ™ DO — Music 


By Charles Mudede, Leilani Polk, Dave Segal, 
Kim Selling, and Rich Smith 



Rick Steves’ Europe: A Symphonic Journey 

JANUARY 17 & 21 

Endearingly cheery Edmonds-based travel writer/TV host Rick Steves teams up with Seattle Sympho¬ 
ny for a program pairing his knowledge of European history and culture with performances of 19th-cen¬ 
tury patriotic anthems and breathtaking video montages from each country of origin. (Benaroyo Hall ) 


CLASSICAL 


Dec 8-9 

Cascade Symphony Orchestra: 
Holiday Pops with Gershwin 

Cascade Symphony Orchestra 
will present their annual two-night 
Christmas extravaganza that blends 
classical compositions, traditional 
hymns, carols, and pop culture favor¬ 
ites from seasonal films. ( Edmonds 
Center for the Arts, 7:30-9:30 pm, 
$10-$27) 

Joyful! Noise Holiday Concert: 

On Our Way Home The Joyful! 

Noise choral group will present 
their 10th annual holiday concert 
centered on the feeling of coming 
home for Christmas, including an 
original composition by a local student 
composer. ( Seattle First Baptist 
Church, 7:30-9:30 pm, $12-$25) 

Sun Dec 8 & Sat Dec 14 

Northwest Chamber Chorus: A 
Child’s Christmas in Wales Join the 
Northwest Chamber Chorus as they 
open their hearts to the season of 
winter with a performance of audience 
favorite A Child’s Christmas in Wales, 
Dylan Thomas’ classic prose originally 
created for BBC Radio, narrated by a 
local actor and accompanied by holiday 
music sung by the NCC. ( Phinney 
Ridge Lutheran Church, 7:30 pm, $25) 

Sun Dec 8, Tues Dec 17 & 

Sun Dec 22 

Seattle Men’s Chorus: ‘Tis The 
Season In a landmark holiday event, 
the Seattle Men’s Chorus will perform 
dazzling tracks of the season, like 
their own revamped takes on “Rockin’ 
Around the Christmas Tree,” “Festival 
Gloria,” “Here We Come A-Caroling," 
and many more. ( Benaroya Hall, 
$25-$81) 

Mon Dec 9 

O Nata Lux - A PLU Christmas 
Concert The music groups of Pacific 
Lutheran University, including the 
Choir of the West, University Chorale, 
and University Symphony Orchestra, 
will unite for their annual holiday 
concert of works by Dan Forrest, 

Eric Whitacre, Morten Lauridsen, and 
Benjamin Britten alongside tradi¬ 
tional carols and beloved favorites. 

(Benaroya Hall, 7:30 pm, $6-$36) 

Mon Dec 9 & Sat Feb 29 

Craig Sheppard, Saeunn Thor- 
steinsdottir, Rachel Priday Cellist 
Saeunn Thorsteinsdottir, pianist Craig 
Shepard, and violinist Rachel Priday, 
all UW faculty members, will perform 
the first of a four-concert series of the 
complete Beethoven piano trio cycle. 

(Katharyn Alvord Gerlich Theater, 

7:30 pm, $20) 

Tues Dec 10 

Beethoven’s Piano Sonatas: 
Conjuring the Infinite The “unerringly 
sophisticated" pianist Jonathan Biss 
will perform his own exploratory 
program of Beethoven’s piano sonatas. 
(UW Meany Studio Theater, 6 pm, free) 

Hark! The Herald Angel Sings 

Brass Band Northwest will join with 
children from the Bear Creek School 
for their annual holiday concert that 
will feature an uplifting mix of light 
classics and pops. ( Bellevue Presbyte¬ 
rian Church, 7:30 pm, free) 

Pacific MusicWorks Underground: 
Glad (Baroque) Tidings Ring in the 
holiday season from multiple conti¬ 
nents with the Pacific MusicWorks 
Underground House Band and 
acclaimed soprano Danielle Sampson 
as they perform Renaissance and 
Baroque Christmas carols from 
France, England, the Celtic countries, 
and colonial-era America. They will 
also have audience sing-alongs, their 


annual “Ugly Baby Jesus art extrava¬ 
ganza,” and a wine tasting with local 
vineyards included in the ticket price. 
(Capitol Cider, 7 pm, $15/$25) 

Wed Dec II 

High Right Now Composers Brian 
Lawlor and Benjamin Marx will team 
up for a hypnotic evening of minimalist 
music in which a group of local 
musicians will play a continual session 
of Lawlor and Marx pieces. (Chapel 
Performance Space, 8-10 pm, $20) 

Jonathan Biss: Celebrating 
Beethoven Part 2 The “unerringly 
sophisticated” pianist Jonathan Biss 
also happens to be a Beethoven 
expert, so he’ll show off his expertise 
as he leads the audience through 
an exploration of Beethoven’s piano 
sonatas in this two-night 250th 
birthday celebration for the composer. 
(Meany Center for the Performing Arts, 
7:30 pm, $49) 

That Which is Fundamental: Seth 
Parker Woods in Recital Critically 
acclaimed cellist Seth Parker Woods 
will perform a program that deeply 
explores the human condition, with 
compositions by Anton Lukoszevieze, 
Pelle Gudmundsen-Holmgreen, Vinko 
Globokar, Tonia Ko, Gustavo Tavares, 
and Julius Eastman, and featuring 
percussionist Bonnie Whiting. 
(Benaroya Hall, 7:30 pm, $35) 

Thurs Dec 12 

★ Fabio Frizzi: Frizzi 2 Fulci Among 
the horror-soundtrack and library- 
music cognoscenti, Italy’s Fabio Frizzi 
stands among the greatest composers 
of these genres, which have experi¬ 
enced rejuvenated popularity in the 
last decade. From the 70s through 
the '90s, he collaborated often with 
horror-film director Lucio Fulci, who’s 
regarded as one of the geniuses of 
cinematic gore. For this performance, 
Frizzi and his band will re-create the 


wide-ranging music he composed for 
Fulci’s harrowing movies (e.g., Zombi 
2, The Beyond, and Manhattan Baby) 
while images from them flash behind 
the players. Expect florid melodic 
flourishes, intensely suspenseful 
and chthonic passages, and pulse¬ 
pounding rhythms, as well as tales 
about Frizzi’s experiences with the 
great filmmaker. DS (Fremont Abbey, 
7:30 pm, $39/$40) 

Fri Dec 13 & Fri Dec 20 

Carmina Angelorum: Songs of 
the Angels Experience a heavenly 
choir at this presentation of Carmina 
Angelorum (Songs of the Angels) and 
Benjamin Britten’s A Ceremony of 
Carols by Prime Voci with harpist Juliet 
Stratton. (Dec 13: St. Joseph's Church, 
8 pm, $0-$15; Dec 20: Holy Rosary 
Catholic Church, 8 pm, $0-$15) 

Classical Guitarist Jason Vieaux 

Grammy-winning classical guitarist 
Jason Vieaux will perform a set of 
pieces by Piazzolla, Giuliani, Paganini, 
Fung, and Metheny in a collaboration 
with Emerald City Music Artistic Director 
Kristin Lee. (415 Westlake, 8 pm, $45) 

A Service of Readings and Carols 

Hear holiday carols from the Cathedral 
Choir, Women of St. James Schola, 
Jubilate Young Women’s Ensemble, 
and Schola Cantorum accompanied by 
Cathedral brass, harp, and organ. (St. 
James Cathedral, 7:30-9 pm, free) 

Star Light, Holiday Bright Join the 
Northwest Firelight Chorale for a 
holiday program featuring seasonal 
classics, some gospel powerhouse 
moments, and a carol sing-along. 
(Phinney Ridge Lutheran Church, 

7:30 pm, $0-$24) 

Dec 13-14 

The Esoterics: HUMILITY Choral 
group the Esoterics will lean heavily 
on the theme of humility for the 
final show of their 26th concert 


season, with performances of Bible 
verses, Mohawk prayers, Nez Perce 
speeches, and poems and music of 
many origins. (Dec 13: St. Stephen's 
Episcopal Church, 8 pm, $15-$22; 
Dec 14: Holy Rosary Catholic Church, 
8 pm, $15/$22) 

Dec 13 & 15 

Choral Arts NW: Not One Sparrow 
Is Forgotten Classical guitarist Robert 
McCaffery-Lent will play favorite works 
by Choral Arts NW Composer in Resi¬ 
dence Kevin Siegfried, as well as Bern 
Herbolsheimer, Susan LaBarr, and 
Herbert Howells at this annual holiday 
concert. (Dec 13: Plymouth Congrega¬ 
tional Church, 8 pm, $24-$32; Dec 
15: St. Joseph Catholic Church, 3 pm, 
$24-$32) 

Dec 13-15 

★ Brandi Carlile with the Seattle 
Symphony, The Secret Sisters The 

experience of listening to Brandi Carli- 
le’s 2018 album, By The Way, I Forgive 
You, is similar to that of listening to 
Carole King’s Tapestry or Bob Dylan’s 
Blood on the Tracks; it’s a little bit 
country, a little bit rock and roll, and 
a lot of hard truths about the human 
race. Carlile’s talents lie in her tone, a 
dusky alto that swims around confes¬ 
sions of heartbreak and lifelong efforts 
to love and be loved, with the deftness 
of a much more senior troubadour. 
She’ll be joined in this performance 
of her recent works by the Seattle 
Symphony, with an opening set by 
Americana singer-songwriter duo the 
Secret Sisters. KS (Benaroya Hall) 

Dec 13-23 

Northwest Boychoir’s 41st Annual 
A Festival of Lessons & Carols For 

the 41 st year, Northwest Boychoir will 
join with Vocal point! Seattle to present 
the story of the Nativity told through 
reading, choral arrangements, and 


audience-participation carols. (Various 
locations) 

Sat Dec 14 

A Gift of Song - All Choir Concert 

All six Seattle Girls Choir levels, from 
ages 5 to 18, will host their annual 
winter holiday concert, performing 
seasonal tunes for treble voices. 

(Town Hall, 12-1:30pm) 

Holiday Magic — Rockin’ Around 

Hit up Edmonds for a festive evening 
with your family, as a holiday quartet 
perform upbeat selections from The 
Grinch and other seasonal classics 
including Hanukkah and Kwanzaa 
songs. (Edmonds Center for the Arts, 
3-5 pm, 7-9 pm, $15-$25) 

Magical Strings: A Celtic Yuletide 
The Bouldings, a big, musical 
Northwest family, make up a Celtic 
string ensemble. This season, they 
will inspire some holiday craic with 
the help of the Tara Academy of Irish 
Dance, Dublin-born guitarist Colm 
MacCarthaigh, and other collabora¬ 
tors. (Town Hall, 7:30 pm, $12-$32) 

Maple Valley Youth Symphony 
Orchestra - Holiday Concert The 

Maple Valley Youth Symphony 
Orchestra will present their annual 
holiday concert with a special program 
of festive favorites alongside their 
Junior Symphony, Symphony Orches¬ 
tras, and Jam Club. (Benaroya Hall, 

2 pm, $17-$27) 

OSSCS: Messiah Messiah, George 
Frideric Handel’s seminal masterpiece 
that premiered in 1742, will be reborn 
in 2019 in a special holiday concert 
by Orchestra Seattle and Seattle 
Chamber Singers. (Plymouth Congre¬ 
gational Church, 2 pm, $1-$28) 

The Snowman This family concert 
with the Northwest Boychoir Appren¬ 
tices and the Seattle Symphony will 
take you and your kids (ages 6 to 12) 
into the world of Raymond Briggs’ 
classic children’s film The Snowman, 


as a young boy builds a snowman 
that comes to life and takes him 
on an adventure to the North Pole. 
(Benaroya Hall, 11 am, $15-$25) 

Dec 14-15 

NOCCO: Hello/Goodbye Join the 
North Corner Chamber Orchestra at 
their early winter show as they perform 
a program of pieces composed by 
Franz Kommer, Violeta Dinescu, Peter 
Schickele/P.D.O Bach, and Joseph 
Haydn. (Dec 14: Rainier Arts Center, 
2-4 pm; Dec 15: Youngstown Cultural 
Arts Center, 7:30-9:30 pm) 

Pacific MusicWorks: iNavidad! 

Pacific MusicWorks blends colonial 
Latin American musical traditions with 
European, African, and indigenous 
contributions for a performance of 
Christmas stories and songs. (Dec 14: 
Epiphany Parish, 7:30 pm, $35/$45; 
Dec 15: Benaroya Hall, 2 pm, $25-$45) 

Rainier Symphony - Holiday - 
Joyous Celebration The Rainier 
Symphony will play on your more 
festive tendencies with this program 
of pieces sure to stir up your holiday 
feelings, including traditional favorites, 
seasonal sing-a-longs, and Western 
music that speaks to the spirit of 
Christmas. (Foster Performing Arts 
Center, $0-$22) 

Winter’s Songs The Rainier Chorale 
will celebrate Christmas with a show 
of both traditional and contemporary 
songs that focus on the familiar 
melodies of the Yuletide. (Kent United 
Methodist Church, $10-$20) 

Sat Dec 14 & Sat Dec 21 

Seattle Pro Musica: Solstice — 

Music of Light for the Holidays 

Celebrate the many festivals of light 
with this evening of warm and jubilant 
choral music from cultures across the 
world. (Dec 14: Bastyr University, 3 pm, 
7:30 pm, $0-$40; Dec 21: Seattle 
First Baptist Church, 3 pm, 7:30 pm, 
$0-$40) 

Sun Dec 15 

Christmas in Bellevue Journey 
across the lake for Christmas in 
Bellevue, a festive holiday production 
by the Sammamish Symphony with 
the Liberty Singers and conductor 
Robin Wood. (Meydenbauer Center, 
2-4 pm, $10-$20) 

Splendid Jewel Ring in the holiday 
season with St. James Cathedral 
Resident Ensemble Opus 7 as they 
perform a program of choral music 
for Advent and Christmas. (St. James 
Cathedral, 8-10 pm, $20-$40) 

Mon Dec 16 

Seattle Ensign Symphony & Chorus 
- Follow the Star Ensign Symphony 
& Chorus will begin their new winter 
season with Follow the Star, an evening 
of lush holiday traditions explored 
through song and orchestral arrange¬ 
ment that will take the audience “on 
a musicological journey through the 
twelve days of Christmas.” (Benaroya 
Hall, 7:30 pm, $20-$40) 

Fri Dec 20 

Cappella Romana: Christmas in 
Constantinople Byzantine music 
authority Spyridon Antonopoulos will 
lead the Cappella Romana chorale in 
a production of the region’s music that 
is tailored to the holiday season. (St. 
Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church, 
7:30 pm, $32-$52) 

Symphony Tacoma: Messiah 

Symphony Tacoma will revive George 
Frederick Handel’s most well-known 
and beloved choral work. (St. Charles 
Borromeo, 7:30-9:30 pm, $30-$48) 

Dec 20-21 

Festive Cantatas - Christmas in 
Gabrieli’s Venice Giovanni Gabrieli, a 
heavily lauded composer of the Italian 
High Renaissance, will be celebrated 
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in this concert of festive motets for 
multiple voices, as well as sonatas and 
canzonas for cornetti, trombones, and 
strings. (Dec 20: Bastyr University, 
7:30-9:30 pm, $20-$45; Dec 21: 
Town Hall, 7:30-9:30 pm, $20-$45) 

Dec 20-22 

The Coats’ Annual Holiday Show 

Seattle vocal band the Coats return 
for their annual holiday spectacular, a 
night of seamless a cappella arrange¬ 
ments of holiday classics and more 
contemporary favorites. ( Benaroya 
Hall, $43-$53) 

★ Handel’s Messiah Fun Fact: 

Even though people celebrate the 
virgin birth of Mr. Jesus with Handel’s 
Messiah every Christmas, librettist 
Charles Jennens actually conceived 
of the piece as an Easter opera. That’s 
because the last two-thirds of the 
composition cover the life, death, and 
resurrection of the Nazarene prophet. 
But traditions are hard to kick, and 
that “Hallelujah!” chorus still rules, as 
does the Seattle Symphony Chorale, 
who will surely be in rare form. RS 
(Benaroya Hall, $26-$90) 

Sat Dec 21 

Bellevue Chamber Chorus: Hope 
in a Pan-American Christmas — 
North Meets South The Bellevue 
Chamber Chorus will perform a 
program of works from over a dozen 
North, Central, and South American 
composers in a concert centered on 
solidarity, hospitality, and hope. (First 
Congregational Church - Bellevue, 
7:30 pm, $10-$22) 

First Concerts: Meet the Piano 

This entry in the First Concerts series, 
designed to introduce kids ages 3 to 
5 to the piano, will feature whimsical 
musical exploration courtesy of Seattle 
Symphony pianist Jessica Choe. 
(Benaroya Hall, 9:30 am, 11 am, $12) 

Sun Dec 22 

Ballard Civic Orchestra: Las 
Posadas Holiday Fiesta Let the 

Ballard Civic Orchestra lead you 
through a celebration of la Navidad, 
with a collection of Spanish poetic 
and musical villancicos and more 
holiday music, followed by a fiesta 
including food, pinatas, and dancing. 
(Sea Mar Museum of Chicano/a/ 
Latino/a Culture, 7:30-9:30 pm) 

Eastside Symphony Holiday 
Concert In a nod to the impending 
Yuletide, the Eastside Symphony 
will perform a traditional holiday 
pops program with a blend of 
festive symphonic works. (Redmond 
Performing Arts Center, 3 pm, $0-$6) 

Messiaen’s La Nativite: Joseph 
Adam, Organist Joseph Adam, 
resident organist for the Seattle 
Symphony Orchestra, will perform 
Messiaen’s Christmas cycle for organ, 
La Nativite du Seigneur. (Saint Mark’s 
Cathedral, 4:30 pm, $15/$20) 

Thurs Dec 26 

Yiruma: Nocturne Korean contem¬ 
porary classical musician Yiruma will 
combine melodious Korean composi¬ 
tions with inspirational holiday pieces. 
(Benaroya Hall, 7:30 pm, $78-$ 138) 

Sat Dec 28 

Here We Come-A-Caroling Ring 
in the holiday season with St. James 
Cathedral Resident Ensemble Opus 
7 as they perform selections of Alfred 
Burt carols and arrangements by Sir 
David Willcocks, William Walton, Lajos 
Bardos, Stephen Paulus, and others. 
(Trinity Parish Church, 8-10 pm, 
$20-$40) 

Northwest Chorale: Handel’s 
Messiah Lend your voice or instru¬ 
mental abilities to the Northwest 
Chorale’s annual Handel’s Messiah 
Sing- and Play-Along, which goes 
through the entire piece with lively 
audience participation. Scores will be 
on loan, or you can bring your own 
copy. (St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 
6:30 pm, free) 

Dec 28-Jan 5 

The Four Seasons An exploration of 
color and beauty, Vivaldi’s masterwork 


The Four Seasons will be paired 
with the uptempo The Four Seasons 
of Buenos Aires by renowned 
Argentinian composer Astor Piazzolla. 
(Benaroya Hall, $26-$90) 

Sun Dec 29 

Corelli and the Splendor of the 
Baroque Considered to be the 
first celebrity violinist, 16th-century 
composer Arcangelo Corelli was 
revolutionary in his field. Some of his 
innovative pieces will be performed in 
a program alongside early Baroque 
treasures by Salamone Rossi, Isabelle 
Leonarda, and Heinrich Biber. 
(Benaroya Hall, 7-9 pm, $10-$48) 

Tues Dec 31 

★ New Year’s Eve Gala: Char- 
pentier If you don’t want to spend 
New Year’s Day puking into your own 
hands, consider spending the evening 
listening to the St. James Cathedral 
Cantorei and Chamber Orchestra bust 
out some heart-cracking Marc-An- 
toine Charpentier, including Te Deum 
and Messe de Minuit pour Noel. Dr. 
Paul Thornock will conduct the choir 
and Joseph Adam is on the pipes. RS 
(St. James Cathedral, 11 pm, $30) 

Jan 9-11 

Beethoven Emperor Concerto 

Beethoven’s last and most audacious 
movement, his Fifth Piano Concerto— 
which is known as the Emperor and 
which was dedicated to his patron Arch¬ 
duke Rudolf—will be performed here 
following Mendelssohn’s jubilant Italian 
Symphony. (Benaroya Hall, $24-$ 134) 

FriJan 10 

★ Beethoven & Franck This 
program will help you exercise all 
your midwinter feelings. Franck’s 
Piano Quintet swings from high 
drama to spare, nostalgic meditations, 
the sonic equivalent of breaking 

up with someone in the depths of 
the monocloud season and feeling 
absolutely insane about that decision. 
Meanwhile, Beethoven’s Quintet for 
Piano and Winds is the promise of 
spring on a suddenly bright day in 
late January, the crocus peeking out 
of the snow. And there’s a dialogue 
between the clarinet and the bassoon 
at the end of the second movement 
that makes me swoon every time. RS 
(Benaroya Hall, 8 pm, $38) 

Hymns of Kassiane Experience 
the nature of ancient music with this 
program of pieces composed by 
Kassiane, a ninth-century nun, poet, 
hymnographer, and “Byzantium’s 
most formidable and prolific female 
composer.” (St. Demetrios Greek 
Orthodox Church, 7:30 pm, $32-$52) 

Sat Jan II 

ROCCA Presents: Enescu, Holm- 
boe, Sankaram Feel a patriotic swell 
for the history and people of Romania 
with this program by the Romanian 
American Chamber Concerts and 
Arts, ROCCA, featuring performances 
by pianist Oana Rusu Tomai, Lincoln 
Center soprano Laura Bohn, Seattle 
Symphony violinist Mikhail Shmidt, and 
the Girsky Quartet of classic Enescu, 
Holmboe, and Sankaram composi¬ 
tions. (Benaroya Hall, 3 pm, $25) 

Sun Jan 12 

The Making of Mr. Handel Powerful 
countertenor Teginald L. Mobley will 
team up with the Underground House 
Band for a deep dive into what made 
Handel tick and how his body of work 
came to be, with a performance of 
pieces by Zachow, Keiser, Steffani, 
and Corelli, as well as early works by 
Handel. (Resonance at SOMA Towers, 
3 pm, $25) 

Mon Jan 13 

CSO: Happy Birthday, Ludwig! Join 
the Cascade Symphony Orchestra as 
they perform powerful pieces fit for 
winter, like Beethoven’s Triple Concerto 
for Violin, Cello, and Piano, with violinist 
Mae Lin, cellist Eric Han, and pianist 
Jessica Choe. (Edmonds Center for the 
Arts, 7:30 pm, $10-$27) 

Guest Artist Concert: Conor 
Hanick, piano Pianist Conor Hanick, 


known for his adept manner in 
interpreting contemporary pieces, will 
perform a recital of personal favorites. 
(Brechemin Auditorium, 7:30 pm, free) 

Wed Jan 15 

★ Itzhak Perlman Grammy- and 
Emmy-winning violin virtuoso Itzhak 
Perlman, who once played a concert 
at the White House to honor Queen 
Elizabeth II and who received the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom, will 
perform an evening set. (Benaroya Hall, 
7:30 pm, $72-$ 142) 

Jan 16-19 

Thomas Zehetmair Beethoven 
Violin Concerto Soloist and 
conductor Thomas Zehetmair will 
team up with the Seattle Symphony 
to tackle Beethoven’s immortal violin 
concerto. (Benaroya Hall, $24-$ 134) 

FriJan 17 

Artist Recital: Melody Wilson 

Mezzo-soprano opera star Melody 
Wilson will showcase her creative 
and vocal range with a program of art 
songs by Berlioz and Montsalvatge. 
(Opera Center, 7:30 pm, $25) 

FriJan 17 & Tues Jan 21 

★ Rick Steves’ Europe: A 
Symphonic Journey Rick Steves is 
my favorite travel writer/host. He’s just 
so damn cheerful and enthusiastic 

in his public TV show, Rick Steves’ 
Europe, without coming off as cheesy. 
Ok, maybe he does come off as 
cheesy, but in the most endearing 
way possible, as he encourages us 
to bypass tourist hotspots in favor of 
lesser-known gems, and to become 
immersed in local culture. He’s 
kinda like a less crusty, less wry, less 
food-oriented Anthony Bourdain—and 
his show came first by more than 
a dozen years! In fact, he's been 
operating out of his Edmonds-based 
headquarters since 1976, where he 
also produces his guidebook series 
and a syndicated travel column, and 
opened a free travel info center 
and small-group tour program that 
takes 30,000 travelers to Europe 
annually. He even has an app: Rick 
Steves’ Audio Europe. This collab 
with Seattle Symphony finds him 
playing musical tour guide, dipping 
into his far-reaching knowledge of 
European history and culture to set 
the context for selections in a program 
of 19th-century patriotic anthems 
by Romantic-era composers—Grieg, 
Smetana, Strauss, Elgar, Wagner and 
Verdi, with a Beethoven “Ode to Joy” 
finale. All of it is accompanied by a 
montage of video images from each 
country. LP (Benaroya Hall, $38-$ 103) 

Jan 17-26 

★ Seattle Chamber Music Society 
Winter Festival Hear pieces from a 
variety of composers at the Seattle 
Chamber Music Society’s annual 
six-day winter program. This year’s 
theme is centered on a celebration 

of Beethoven’s 250th birthday. The 
first weekend of the festival will 
feature half of Beethoven’s string 
quartets, performed by the Ehnes 
Quartet, with each of the first three 
concerts featuring one work from the 
three eras of his life and career as 
a composer. The second weekend 
will feature violin sonatas by Grieg 
and Mozart, piano trios by Schubert 
and Ravel, and both of Brahms’ 
string quintets, along with concluding 
concerti by Johann Sebastian Bach. 
(Benaroya Hall) 

Sat Jan 18 

Boston Camerata: The Play of 
Daniel Early music group Boston 
Camerata will present the Biblical 
musical Play of Daniel, the story 
of a Jewish captive who defied a 
king, composed eight centuries ago 
in France. They’ll be joined by the 
children of Saint Mark’s Cathedral 
Choir School under the direction 
of Rebekah Gilmore. (Saint Mark’s 
Cathedral, 7:30-9:30 pm, $20-$45) 
First Concerts: Meet the Trombone 
This entry in the First Concerts 
series will feature whimsical musical 
exploration magic courtesy of Seattle 


DEC 14 7:30 pm 

Epiphany Parish | Seattle 


DEC 15 2:00 pm 

Nordstrom Recital Hall 
at Benaroya Hall 


Sopranos Danielle Sampson, Tess Altiveros, and 
the Pacific MusicWorks Ensemble perform joyous 
Christmas music from Baroque Latin America 

For tickets and more information: 

pacificmusicworks.org j 904.404.2912 
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Symphony Principal Trombone 
Ko-ichiro Yamamoto and is designed to 
introduce kids ages 3 to 5 to the family 
of brass instruments in the orchestra. 
(Benaroya Hall, 9:30 am, 11 am, $12) 

SheshBesh Members of the Israel 
Philharmonic Orchestra will perform 
alongside musicians from Israel’s 
Arab community in SheshBesh, an 
Arab-Jewish ensemble that balances 
musical traditions of the East and 
West. ( Edmonds Center for the Arts, 
7:30-9:30 pm) 

Sun Jan 19 

Town Music: Catalyst Quartet- 
Hemispheres: South America 

Award-winning group Catalyst Quartet 
will perform works that showcase the 
skill of South American composers 
and musical traditions. (Town Hall, 
7:30-11 pm, $0-$20) 

Mon Jan 13 & Mon Jan 20 

★ Indigo Mist Indigo Mist—featuring 
trumpeter Cuong Vu, pianist Richard 
Karpen, drummer Ted Poor, and 
electronics manipulator Juan Pampin, 
all UW faculty members—released a 
fascinating album in 2014, That the 
Days Go by and Never Come Again, 
that revels in bold improvisations and 
inventive covers of standards. On this 
night, they’ll bust out a program of 
all-new, original music. DS (The Royal 
Room, $15) 

Thurs Jan 23 

★ Midori with Jean-Yves 
Thibaudet Classical pianist Jean- 
Yves Thibaudet, whose music can 
be heard on soundtracks for films 
including Pride & Prejudice and 
Atonement, joins Grammy-winning 
violinist Midori for an all-Beethoven 
program in honor of the composer’s 
250th anniversary. (Meany Center 

for the Performing Arts, 7:30 pm, $75) 
Seattle Symphony Community 
Concert The Seattle Symphony will 
head to Tukwila for a free community 
concert. (Foster Performing Arts 
Center, 7 pm, free) 

Fri Jan 24 

Seattle Modern Orchestra — Inside 

Out The Seattle Modern Orchestra will 
perform music that will “[urge] us to 
reexamine our reality,” featuring works 
by Thomas Ades, Anthony Cheung, 
Ivan Fedele, Tristan Murail, and Alfred 
Schnittke. (Folio: The Seattle Athe¬ 
naeum, 7:30-9:30 pm, $20-$25) 

Jan 24-25 

Italian Baroque The Seattle 
Symphony will take on the luxurious 
romance of the artists of the Italian 
Baroque, with music by Vivaldi and 
Locatelli. (Benaroya Hall, 8 pm, 
$25-$82) 

Sat Jan 25 

19|20 LUCO: Concert 2 This perfor¬ 
mance is the second session within 
the Lake Union Civic Orchestra’s 
2019-2020 season. Their program 
will feature performances of Berlioz’s 
Roman Carnival Overture, Daugherty’s 
Fire and Blood, Wagner’s Prelude to 
Parsifal, and Respighi’s Roman Festi¬ 
vals, with Brittany Breeden on violin. 
(First Free Methodist Church, 7:30 pm, 
$16-$22) 

Johann Vexo: Organiste de Choeur, 
Notre-Dame de Paris - 2020 Vierne 
Complete Organ Works Johann 
Vexo, the celebrated Choir Organist 
of the Cathedral of Notre-Dame, will 
perform a recital that will showcase his 
expansive technique, including Louis 
Vierne’s Symphony No. 1 in commem¬ 
oration of the 150th anniversary year 
of Vierne’s birth. (St. James Cathedral, 
7:30-8:45pm, $18) 

Seattle Philharmonic Orchestra 
- Legendary Women Seattle 
Philharmonic Orchestra will present 
the first U.S. performances of music 
by underrated women composers 
Mel Bonis and Ruth Gipps, as well as 
operatic selections including Ludwig 
van Beethoven’s Leonore Overture 
No. 3 and a sampling of French arias 
with mezzo-soprano Jenny Knapp. 
(Benaroya Hall, 2 pm, $24/$35) 

Jan 25-26 

Gallery Concerts: Happy Birthday, 
Wolfgang! Gallery Concerts will 
present a program of works that truly 


celebrate Mozart’s legacy on his 264th 
birthday weekend. (Queen Anne 
Christian Church) 

Mon Jan 27 

Art From Ashes Music of Remem¬ 
brance will present a free community 
concert in honor of International 
Holocaust Remembrance Day, with a 
historical emphasis on the upcoming 
75th anniversary of the liberation of 
Auschwitz-Birkenau. The program 
will feature music from the Terezfn 
and Vilna ghettos, and selections by 
composers whose lives were impacted 
by Nazi persecution. (Benaroya Hall, 
5:30 pm, free) 

Wed Jan 29 

Patricia Kopatchinskaja in Recital 

Violinist Patricia Kopatchinskaja will 
join with soprano Ah Young Hong to 
perform Gyorgy Kurtag’s lively Kafka 
Fragments, a collection of excerpts 
from Kafka’s letters and diaries set to 
music. (Benaroya Hall, 7:30pm, $75) 

Thurs Jan 30 & Sat Feb I 

★ Shostakovich Violin Concerto 

No. 1 One of the best things about 
having Thomas Dausgaard as Seattle 
Symphony’s music director is that we 
now get to watch him conduct the 
music of his Danish compatriot, Erik 
Nielsen, all the time. His Symphony 
No. 7 is a thrilling epic, full of intense 
moments that could score a viking 
raid. With Shostakovich’s First Violin 
Concerto also on the menu, the 
Nielsen work will add some much 
needed excitement. The program also 
features Edvard Grieg’s Peer Gynt Suite 
No. 1, Op. 46, which is one of those 
pieces of classical music you’ve heard 
a million times without knowing the 
name of it. Looney Tunes used the first 
movement, Morning Mood, extensively, 
so it’s buried deep in your childhood 
brain. RS (Benaroya Hall, $24-$ 134) 

Fri Jan 31 

Intimate Voices: Music of Mont¬ 
gomery, Mozart, Shaw, Beethoven, 
and Schubert Violinist Allion Salvador 
will lead the Seattle Metropolitan 
Chamber Orchestra through intimate 
chamber music by Jessie Montgomery, 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Caroline 
Shaw, Ludwig van Beethoven, and 
Franz Schubert. (Chapel Performance 
Space, 8 pm, $15-$25) 

Thomas Hampson Song of 
America: Beyond Liberty Baritone 
Thomas Hampson will present “Song 
of America: Beyond Liberty,” a pairing 
of music, poetry, rhetoric, and history 
that focuses on determining the role 
of core American values such as 
freedom and brotherhood and how 
they shape our culture. (Benaroya Hall, 
8 pm, $27-$ 125) 

Sat Feb I 

Byrd Ensemble: Flemish Masters 

Follow along with the Byrd Ensemble 
as they perform a program of pieces 
by the best Franco-Flemish composers 
of the Renaissance, including Orlando 
Lassus’s Mass setting Missa super 
Bell’Amfitrit’ altera, and two motets 
by Josquin and Gombert. (St. James 
Cathedral, 8 pm, $20-$45) 

Ellinor Quartet Presents Shosta¬ 
kovich String Quartet No. 4 and 
Borodin String Quartet No. 2 As a 

part of their winter program of Russian 
masterpieces, the Ellinor Quartet 
will perform Shostakovich’s String 
Quartet No. 4 in D Major, Op. 83 and 
Borodin’s String Quartet No. 2 in D 
Major. (Chapel Performance Space, 

1:30-3:30 pm, free) 

Tues Feb 4 

Orlando Consort: The Passion of 
Joan of Arc Carl Theodor Dreyer’s 
silent film, La Passion de Jeanne 
d'Arc (1928), will be screened 
with a thematically accompanying 
performance by British early music 
vocal ensemble the Orlando Consort. 
(Meany Center for the Performing Arts, 
7:30 pm, $55) 

Wed Feb 5 

Gidon Kremer in Recital World-re¬ 
nowned violinist Gidon Kremer will 
perform Mieczyslaw Weinberg’s 24 
Preludes for cello while the art of Lith¬ 
uanian photographer Antanas Sutkus 
is projected on screen. (Benaroya Hall, 
7:30 pm, $75) 


Thurs Feb 6 & Sat Feb 8 

Dvorak Symphony No. 8 Antonin 
Dvorak’s Eighth Symphony, which 
plays with Czech pastoral themes, will 
be brought to life by world-renowned 
violinist Gidon Kremer, alongside 
pieces by Mieczyslaw Weinberg and 
Dmitri Shostakovich. (Benaroya Hall, 
$24-$ 134) 

Thurs Feb 6 & Thurs Feb 27 

Brechemin Piano Series Hear 
young UW pianists take what they’ve 
learned thus far through the academic 
year and flex their musical muscles 
in a progressive student recital. 
(Brechemin Auditorium, 7:30 pm, free) 

Fri Feb 7 

★ Dvorak Untuxed The Symphony’s 
Untuxed series is great. They only 
play one piece, and the expectation is 
you just show up in jeans, or whatever 
you wear when you’re just walking 
around picking up stuff at the grocery 
store. The iconic grandeur of Antonin 
Dvorak’s New World Symphony—a 
piece you’ll recognize from any 
number of movies and TV shows (from 
The Joy Luck Club to Ren & Stimpy)— 
is a perfect fit for this casual concert. 
RS (Benaroya Hall, 7 pm, $18-$60) 

Guitar Ensemble Students of 
Michael Partington perform guitar 
works for solo, duo, and group 
arrangements. (Brechemin Auditorium, 
7:30 pm, free) 

Northwest Symphony Orchestra 
Valentine Concert Celebrate all the 
love in your life (platonic, romantic, 
or otherwise) with the Northwest 
Symphony Orchestra as they perform 
Beethoven’s Emperor Concerto, 

Sergei Rachmaninoff’s Symphonic 
Dances, and Bruce Stark’s Symphonic 
Dances, with a featured solo by pianist 
Zeze Xue. (Highline Performing Arts 
Center, 7:30 pm) 

UW Symphony: Re-Imagination The 

UW Symphony will be led by David 
Alexander Rahbee in a program of 
music including pieces by Claudio 
Monteverdi, Igor Stravinsky, and Bizet/ 
Shchedrin. (Katharyn Alvord Gerlich 
Theater, 7:30 pm, $15) 

Feb 7-8 

The Woodwinds: Peter and the 
Wolf Hosted by Tiny Tots Concerts, 
this program designed specifically 
for children ages 0 to 5 will explore 
instruments from the woodwind family 
like the flute, clarinet, oboe, bassoon, 
and horn. (Benaroya Hall) 

Sat Feb 8 

Ballard Civic Orchestra: The Other 
Conquest - 500-Year Legacy of 
Montezuma & Cortes Multi-gen¬ 
erational, intercultural orchestra 
Ballard Civic Orchestra will present a 
show with colonial and post-colonial 
themes, including Antonio Vivaldi’s 
opera Montezuma, RV 723 and 
an original composition by Hector 
Armienta with a libretto by Redmond, 
Washington’s Poet Laureate, Raul 
Sanchez. (Broadway Performance Hall, 
7:30-9:30 pm) 

CSO - Children’s Concert: 
Paddington Bear’s First Concert 

This concert for the kiddos ($3 for 
ages 12 and younger)features narrator 
Dave Dolacky with the Cascade 
Percussion Ensemble. (Edmonds 
Center for the Arts, 3 pm, $3-$10) 

Sun Feb 9 

Byron Schenkman & Friends 
Presents: Baroque Bacchanalia 

Renowned harpsichordist Byron 
Schenkman will host an evening that 
focuses on high baroque classics, 
with music on mythological themes by 
Bernier, Campra, Jacquet, and Rebel 
featuring bass-baritone Jonathan 
Woody. (Benaroya Hall, 7-9 pm, 
$10-$48) 

Difficult Grace: Seth Parker Woods 
in Recital Critically acclaimed cellist 
Seth Parker Woods will perform a 
program inspired by Dudley Randall’s 
poem “Primitives,” with five world 
premieres of pieces by Nathalie 
Joachim, Pierre Alexandre Tremblay, 
Fredrick Gifford, Ryan Carter, and 
Freida Abtan, and one Seattle 
premiere by Monty Adkins. (Benaroya 
Hall, 6 pm, $35) 

Ensemble Caprice: Vivaldi’s Mont¬ 
ezuma (1733) Canadian baroque 


Be entertained. 
Be inspired. 

Be amazed. 


Northwest Baroque Master works 
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ILLSIEY BALI NORDSTROM RECITAL HALL atBenaroydHall 
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Beethoven's 250th Celebration 

PART 1 — Complete String Quartet Cycle with the Elines Quartet 
seattLechambermusic.org Box Office: 206.283.S80S Mon-Fri, Wam-6pm 
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THINGS TO DO ->■ Music 



COURTESY OF MM MUSIC AGENCY 


Harriet Tubman 

JANUARY 21-22 

New York's soulfully improvising fusion trio Harriet Tubman (Melvin Gibbs, 
J.T. Lewis, and Brandon Ross) have a turbulent vibe that recalls both Jimi 
Hendrix and 70s-era Miles Davis at their peaks. (Jazz Alley) 


group Ensemble Caprice will present 
a semi-staged opera production of 
Vivaldi’s Montezuma, which tells the 
story of the beginning of Spanish 
colonialism in America. ( Town Hall, 
2:30-4:30 pm, $20-$45) 

Music at 9th and Stewart Presents 
Paul Thornock Thornock is the 
Director of Music at the Cathedral 
of St John the Baptist in Savannah, 
Georgia, and he’ll showcase his 
breadth of knowledge with a personal 
recital. ( Gethsemane Lutheran Church, 

4 pm, $0-$20) 

Seattle Wind Symphony Presents: 
Exotic Escapes Seattle Wind 
Symphony will play a jubilant program 
of steamy and tropical standards to 
pull their Pacific Northwest audience 
out of the cold and gray. ( Shorecrest 
Performing Arts Center, 3 pm, $6-$20) 

Tues Feb II 

Side-by-Side Concert with Cascade 
Youth Symphony Orchestra Side- 
by-Side concerts pair the Seattle 
Symphony with another musical group 
for a session of classical jams and 
witnessing masterworks together. This 
session will feature the Cascade Youth 
Symphony Orchestra. ( Shorecrest 
Performing Arts Center, 7 pm, free) 

Fri Feb 14 

Aizuri Quartet The award-winning 
Aizuri Quartet will make their Emerald 
City Music debut with a program for 
strings called “Songs and Echoes 
of Home." ( 415 Westlake, 8 pm, 
$10-$45) 

Masters of Scottish Arts Concert 

Experience the sights and sounds of 
Scotland with this ode to all things 
tartan and brogued, an evening of 
traditional dance and music through 
piping, drumming, and fiddling. 
(Edmonds Center for the Arts, 

7:30 pm, $40) 

Sat Feb 15 

First Concerts: Meet the Violin 

This entry in the First Concerts series 
will feature whimsical musical explo¬ 
ration magic courtesy of the Seattle 
Symphony principal violinist, and is 
designed to introduce kids ages 3 to 

5 to the family of string instruments in 
the orchestra. (Benaroya Hall, 

9:30 am, 11 am, $12) 

Free at the Frye: Michael Kudirka 

Hailed as a virtuosic performer, 

Michael Kudirka will perform a 
program true to his background as a 
classical guitarist and world travels 
as a recitalist and chamber musician. 
(Frye Art Museum, 2 pm, free) 

Ode to Joy Hum along to “Ode to 
Joy" and more in a performance 
led by Mark Adrian and featuring 
Choir of the Sound, Everett Chorale, 
Rainier Chorale, and Thalia Symphony. 
(Benaroya Hall, 2 pm, $35) 

OSSCS: Ancestors Orchestra 
Seattle — Seattle Chamber Singers 
will present Mozart’s clarinet concerto 
by the Seattle Symphony Orchestra 
principal clarinetist Ben Lulich and 
Igor Stravinsky’s tide-turning The Rite 
of Spring. (Shorecrest Performing Arts 
Center, 7:30 pm, $10-$25) 

Seattle Modern Orchestra — 
Sequenza Marathon Seattle Modern 
Orchestra will stretch the bounds of 
their energy with a marathon through 
10 of Luciano Berio’s Sequenzas, 
which span more than 40 years. 
(Chapel Performance Space, 8 pm, 
$10-$25) 

Sun Feb 16 

Agave Baroque: Son of a Bach 

Passionate San Francisco early music 
group Agave Baroque will orchestrate 
a musical family reunion by performing 
pieces by Johann Sebastian Bach 
and his sons Wilhelm Friedemann, 

Carl Philipp Emmanuel, and Johann 
Christoph Friedrich. (Resonance at 
SOMA Towers, 3 pm, $25) 

Musique du Jour Presents: 
Boeckman & Bach In the QACC 
music series, recorder virtuoso Vicki 
Boeckman and fortepianist Tamara 
Friedman will perform solo and 
chamber music of Johann Sebastian 
Bach, as well as pieces by his son 


C. P. E. Bach, and three Fantasies for 
unaccompanied recorder by Georg 
Philipp Telemann. (Queen Anne Chris¬ 
tian Church, 3 pm, $0-$32) 

Mon Feb 17 

YU N DI-SONATA 2020 Piano 
Recital World Tour in Seattle 

Yundi, the youngest pianist to win the 
International Frederic Chopin Piano 
Competition at the age of 18, is on 
tour across North America with a new 
set of recital performances. (Benaroya 
Hall, 8 pm, $79-$249) 

Wed Feb 19 

★ Terry Riley Minimalist composer 
Terry Riley will bring his unique 
compositions inspired by jazz and 
Indian classical music back to Seattle. 
(Benaroya Hall, 7:30 pm, $30-$45) 

Fri Feb 21 

Cathedral Organist Joseph Adam 
- 2020 Vierne Complete Organ 
Works Seattle Symphony’s own 
Joseph Adams is a highly lauded 
organist, and will perform a recital 
here that will showcase his virtuosity 
and sterling technique, including Louis 
Vierne’s Symphony No. 2 and the 
fourth book of Pieces de Fantaisie. (St. 
James Cathedral, 7:30-8:45 pm, $18) 

Vehicles for Variation: Beloved 
Chaconnes for String and Organ 

A Chaconne is a musical composi¬ 
tion designed to inspire and display 
tension through synoptic repetition 
and surprising variations. A series of 
Chaconnes for organ, string quartet, 
and violin will be performed by 
violinists Jennifer Caine Provine and 
Emilie Choi, violist Alex Grimes, cellist 
Page Smith, and organist Michael 
Kleinschmidt. (Saint Mark’s Cathedral, 
7:30 pm, $15/$20) 

Feb 21-22 

★ DreamWorks Animation in 
Concert Relive all your favorite 
moments from Dreamworks animated 
films like Shrek, Madagascar, Kung Fu 
Panda, How to Train Your Dragon, and 
more as they are projected on the big 
screen, accompanied by live scores 
from the Seattle Symphony. (Benaroya 
Hall, $38-$ 103) 

Sat Feb 22 

Symphony Tacoma: Beethoven’s 
Eroica and His Electric Universe 

Enjoy the triumphant glory of Beetho¬ 
ven’s Symphony No. 3, Eroica, as it 
is performed alongside Delius’ On 
Hearing the First Cuckoo in Spring, 
Simon Petersson’s Spheres, and Yaron 
Gottfried’s Electric Guitar Concerto. 
(Pantages Theater, 7:30-9:30 pm, 
$24-$83) 

Wonder Women Celebrate the works 
of women composers like Boulanger, 
Beach, and Price in this performance 
of songs and stories of strong women 
throughout history. (Benaroya Hall, 

11 am, $15-$25) 

Feb 22-23 

NOCCO: Through the Glass Join the 
North Corner Chamber Orchestra at 
their late winter show as they perform 
a program of pieces composed by 
Heather Bentley, Ethel Smyth, Carl 
Maria von Weber, and Luigi Boccherini, 
with featured solos by cellist Carson 
Ling-Efird and bassoonist Teddy 
Zhang. (Feb 22: Youngstown Cultural 
Arts Center, 2-4 pm; Feb 23: Town 
Hall, 7:30-9:30 pm) 

Rainier Symphony - A Relent¬ 
less Determination For the third 
concert of their 39th season, Rainier 
Symphony will perform triumphant 
and enduring pieces like Giuseppe 
Verdi’s Overture to Nabucco, Edouard 
Lalo’s Cello Concerto, and Ludwig van 
Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony. (Foster 
Performing Arts Center, $0-$22) 

Sun Feb 23 

“Rhapsodic, tender lyricism”: 
Beethoven’s Romances - Samma¬ 
mish Symphony The Sammamish 
Symphony will speak to your most 
romantic and poetic tendencies with 
colorful renditions of Tchaikovsky’s 
Symphony No. 2, some lesser-known 


works by Beethoven, and Howard 
Hanson’s Mosaics. (Eastlake Performing 
Arts Center, 2 pm, $11-$22) 

Alasdair Fraser & Natalie Haas The 

Scottish fiddler Alasdair Fraser and 
J u 11 i ard-trai n ed cellist Natalie Haas 
will team up to perform traditional 
Celtic works. (Triple Door, 7:30 pm, 
$26-$32) 

Emerald Ensemble: Mother 
Sweden The Emerald Ensemble will 
perform new and old works, including 
pieces by Wilhelm Stenhammar, Otto 
Olsson, Hugo Alfven, Hildor Lundvik, 
and Sven-David Sandstrom, which will 
inspire thoughts of the many tones of 
Scandinavia. (Nordic Museum, 2 pm, 
$10-$30) 

Tues Feb 25 

★ Music of Today: DXARTS The 

University of Washington School of 
Music and DXARTS—Center for Digital 
Art and Experimental Media have part¬ 
nered once again to co-sponsor Music 
of Today, a series that showcases the 
innovative new works and contempo¬ 
rary classics composed and initiated by 
faculty members and guest composers. 
(Katharyn Alvord Gerlich Theater, 

7:30 pm, free) 

Seattle Symphony Community 
Concert The Seattle Symphony will 
head to Renton for a free community 
concert. (IKEA Performing Arts Center, 
7 pm, free) 

Wed Feb 26 

Seattle Symphony Community 
Concert The Seattle Symphony will 
take its production a few blocks south 
for a free community concert. (Seattle 
City Hall, 12 pm, free) 

Feb 27-29 

Mozart Concerto for Two Pianos 

Mozart’s Concerto for Two Pianos was 
originally played alongside his equally 
talented sister. This playful duet will 
be rekindled by composer, conductor, 
and pianist Ryan Wigglesworth with 
fellow pianist Marc-Andre Hamelin. 
(Benaroya Hall, $24-$ 134) 

Fri Feb 28 

★ [untitled] 2 I love the [untitled] 
series. The concert happens later 
in the evening (10 pm) in the lobby 
of Benaroya Hall. Some dress more 
casually for the event, others dress to 
the nines because they’re the kind of 
people who do that. The people¬ 
watching is excellent, and the music 
is always cutting-edge and daring. At 
this iteration, the Seattle Symphony 
Orchestra and pianist Cristina Valdes 
will present the work of four contem¬ 
porary Latin American composers, 
including world premieres from Carlos 
Sanchez-Gutierrez and Juan David 
Osorio. RS (Benaroya Hall, 10 pm, $18) 

Feb 29-March I 

Wind Power Witness the power of 
woodwind instruments in this concert 
of rarely heard chamber music for winds, 
including pieces by Danzi, Hummel, 
Mozart, Widerkehr, Pfeiffer, and Duver- 
nay. (Queen Anne Christian Church) 

Sun March I 

Crescendo Concert with Amy 
Schwartz Moretti Experience 
chamber music for solos in an intimate 
home setting at this Seattle Chamber 
Music Society concert with violinist 
Amy Schwartz Moretti of the Ehnes 
Quartet. (Private Home, 4:30 pm) 

Fantasies, Folk, and Fairy Tales 

Celebrated faculty pianist and lecturer 
Robin McCabe will showcase her 
expertise by producing this quarterly 
series that highlights music by 
composers inspired by fantasy, folk¬ 
tales, and fairytales, all performed by 
UW music students and special guests. 
(Brechemin Auditorium, 4 pm, free) 

Seattle Youth Symphony Presents 
Dances of the Americas Seattle 
Youth Symphony will take a journey 
through the Americas with lively 
pieces like John Adams’s “Foxtrot 
for Orchestra" from The Chairman 
Dances, Arturo Marquez’s Danzon 
No. 9, and Bernstein’s “Symphonic 


Dances" from West Side Story. 
(Benaroya Hall, 3-5 pm, $16-$54) 

★ Violins of Hope Music of 
Remembrance will present a concert 
featuring the Violins of Hope, a private 
collection of string instruments that 
belonged to Jews who played them 
before and during the Holocaust 
that have since been restored. This 
program will showcase music by 
composers lost to the Holocaust, with 
violinists Mikhail Shmidt, Natasha 
Bazhanov, Artur Girsky; violist Susan 
Gulkis Assadi, cellist Walter Gray, and 
clarinetist Laura DeLuca. (Benaroya 
Hall, 5:30 pm, $30-$55) 

Mon March 2 

Baroque Ensemble UW students, 
led by UW School of Music faculty 
members and Cornish College’s Tekla 
Cunningham, will perform on baroque 
instruments. (Brechemin Auditorium, 
7:30 pm, free) 

Tues March 3 

Concert and Campus Bands: 
Hearts Music The UW student 
concert and campus bands will 
perform music by Francis McBeth, 

Viet Cuong, and more. (Katharyn 
Alvord Gerlich Theater, 7:30 pm, $10) 

Wed March 4 

ECA Presents International Guitar 
Night’s 20th Anniversary Tour The 

20th Anniversary Tour of International 
Guitar Night, an annual showcase of 
the world’s greatest guitar players, will 
feature guest host Mike Dawes, Canary 
Islands musician German Lopez, 

Finnish jazz virtuoso Olli Soikkeli, and 
Hawaiian slack key master Jim Kimo 
West in this celebration of global guitar 
luminaries. (Edmonds Center for the 
Arts, 7:30 pm, $19-$49) 

Helene Grimaud Virtuosic French 
pianist Helene Grimaud will present 
a program of profoundly delicate 
pieces by Chopin, Debussy, Satie, and 
Silvestrov. (Katharyn Alvord Gerlich 
Theater, 7:30 pm) 


Thurs March 5 

Chamber Singers & University 
Chorale The University of Washington 
Chamber Singers and University 
Chorale will present their spring 
quarter concert with popular music 
and classical selections. (Katharyn 
Alvord Gerlich Theater, 7:30 pm, $10) 

Fri March 6 

Modern Music Ensemble The 

University of Washington’s contem¬ 
porary music ensemble will perform 
works from the early to mid 20th 
century for their year-end concert. 
(Katharyn Alvord Gerlich Theater, 
7:30pm, $10) 

March 6-7 

Bach & Telemann Dmitry Sinkovsky, a 
conductor, countertenor, and violinist of 
the baroque variety, will perform notable 
works by Telemann and the Bach family. 
(Benaroya Hall, 8 pm, $25-$82) 

Sat March 7 

Campus Philharmonia The UW 

Campus Philharmonia will perform a 
program of classical works. (Katharyn 
Alvord Gerlich Theater, 7:30 pm, free) 

PSSO Winter Concert 2019 Puget 
Sound Symphony Orchestra will 
present the winter concert of their 
2019-2020 season with a tour 
through the Great Outdoors, featuring 
performances of Copland’s Outdoor 
Overture, Respighi’s Pines of Rome 
and Symphony No. 6, and Beetho¬ 
ven’s Pastorale. (Town Hall, 7:30 pm, 
$ 8 /$ 10 ) 

Seattle Ensign Symphony & Chorus 
- Oh, What a Beautiful Morning 

Ensign Symphony & Chorus will begin 
their spring season with “Oh, What 
a Beautiful Morning," a session of 
uplifting choral and symphonic pieces 
from Broadway and movie scores. 
(Benaroya Hall, 2 pm, $20-$40) 

Show Us Your Mercy Choral group 
Opus 7 will perform their annual Lenten 


concert of choral music for the season, 
including works by Howells, Parry, 
Szymanowski, Pizzetti, Penderecki, 
Imogen Holst, and Lennox Berkeley, 
conducted by Loren Ponten. (St. James 
Cathedral, 8-1 Opm, $20-$40) 

Vocal Theatre Works: Works in 
Process: American Portraits in 
Songs & Scenes Visiting artist 
Deanne Meek will present this program 
of songs and scenes of the “Amer¬ 
ican Experience” as performed by 
students from the UW Vocal program. 
(Brechemin Auditorium, 2 pm, free) 

March 7-8 

Pacific MusicWorks: Genius 
Unbound Pacific MusicWorks will 
focus on the passionate body of violin 
work known as Stylus Fantasticus that 
originated in early 17th-century Italy 
with pieces by Austrian composers 
Biber and Schmelzer. (March 7: 
Benaroya Hall; March 8: Epiphany 
Parish, 2 pm, $35/$45) 

Shall Not Be Denied In this 
statement of solidarity with women’s 
activism, the music of American 
women past and present will be 
performed to mark the 100 years 
since the adoption of Amendment 
XIX to the United States Constitution. 
(March 7: Trinity Lutheran Church, 

7:30 pm, $0-$41; March 8: Seattle 
First Baptist Church, 3 pm, $0-$40) 

Sun March 8 

★ Celebrate Asia Seattle Symphony 
will perform its annual Celebrate 
Asia concert, which has celebrated 
the traditions of Seattle’s Asian 
communities for 12 years now. This 
year’s concert will feature the Asian 
American composer and pianist 
Conrad Tao. (Benaroya Hall, 4 pm, 
$33-$ 100) 

Pianist Uriel Tsachor: To Be with 

the B’s Pianist Uriel Tsachor will play 
around with the big B’s (Beethoven 
and Brahms) in this program of 
brooding and dramatic pieces. 
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THINGS TO DO -► Music 



COURTESY OF THE ARTIST 


Mavis Staples 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 16 

Mavis Staples, the most famous member of the Staples Singers, comes to town with her latest soulful 
outing, We Get By, which was produced by Ben Harper. (Edmonds Center for the Arts ) 


(Resonance at SOMA Towers, 2 pm, 
$15/$30) 

Mon March 9 

CSO: From the New World Join 
the Cascade Symphony Orchestra 
as they perform wistful pieces fit for 
exploration, like Rimsky-Korsakov’s 
“Suite” from Tsar Saltan and Dvorak’s 
Symphony No. 9. ( Edmonds Center for 
the Arts, 7:30 pm, $10-$27) 

Faculty Recital: Saeunn Thor- 
steinsdottir UW faculty member, 
artist-in-residence, and cellist Saeunn 
Thorsteinsdottir will be joined by 
pianist Julio Elizalde in a duo recital. 
(Katharyn Alvord Gerlich Theater, 

7:30 pm, $20) 

Wed March II 

Guest Artist Concert: Meridian 

Percussion trio Meridian will act as 
guest artists in a concert of both 
improvised and composed works that 
explore the bounds of percussive 
sound. (UW Meany Studio Theater, 
7:30 pm, $20) 

Thurs March 12 

Noa: Letters to Bach Premier Israeli 
vocalist Noa will return to Seattle to 
perform Letters to Bach, her latest 
album created with guitarist Gil Dor 
that pairs instrumental pieces by 
Johann Sebastian Bach with lyrics in 
Hebrew and English written by Noa. 

(Stroum Jewish Community Center, 
8-10 pm, $40-$65) 

Wind Ensemble with Donna Shin: 
Korea Tour Preview Concert The 
UW Wind Ensemble will prepare 
for their Spring 2020 Korea tour by 
performing works with faculty artist 
Donna Shin on flute. ( Katharyn Alvord 
Gerlich Theater, 7:30 pm, $10) 

Thurs March 12 & 

Sat March 14 

Tchaikovsky Symphony No. 5 

Tchaikovsky’s intense Symphony No. 

5 will be performed by the Symphony 
alongside Florence Price’s fusion- 
heavy Second Violin Concerto and 
Prokofiev’s whimsical First Symphony 
(Benaroya Hall, $24-$ 134) 


Fri March 13 

Chapel Concerts: A Marian 
Devotional Joseph Adam, the official 
cathedral organist for St. James, will 
play a concert comprised of music 
“honoring the Blessed Virgin Mary” 
with soprano Linda Strandberg and 
baritone Peter Becker. (St. James 
Cathedral, 2 pm, 7:30 pm, $18) 

Tchaikovsky Untuxed Hold onto 
your seat during the Symphony’s take 
on Tchaikovsky’s intense Symphony 
No. 5 during a special edition of 
“Untuxed," a low-key, no-intermission 
way to enjoy the Seattle Symphony 
without worrying about what the bour¬ 
geoisie will think of your hat and tails. 
(Benaroya Hall, 7 pm, $18-$60) 

UW Symphony and Combined 
UW Choirs: Britten, War Requiem, 

Op. 66 The UW Symphony and the 
combined university chorale squad, led 
by David Alexander Rahbee, will team 
up to perform Schubert’s “Unfinished” 
Symphony, pieces by Italian composer 
Igor Dallapicolla, Schumann’s Nacht- 
lied, Op. 108, and Ravel’s Daphnis et 
Chloe\ Suite No. 2. (Katharyn Alvord 
Gerlich Theater, 7:30 pm, $15) 

Sat March 14 

Ars Longa de la Habana Cuban 
early music ensemble Ars Longa de la 
Habana plays pieces from Cuba’s rich 
tradition of Renaissance and Baroque 
music. This concert will highlight works 
by Esteban Salas, who was the Music 
Director of the Cathedral of Santiago 
de Cuba from 1764 until his death 
in 1803. (Town Hall, 7:30-9:30 pm, 
$20-$45) 

★ Choral Arts NW: Faure Requiem 

Faure, a French organist and composer 
who achieved fame at the end of 
the 19th century, first composed the 
Requiem in 1887. It is one of his few 
long works, and also one of his few 
religious works. The religious status 
of the Requiem is made strange by 
the fact that Faure did not believe in 
God, despite being trained as a church 
organist and working as one for the 
L’eglise de la Madeleine (the Church 
of Madeleine). But from this godless 
man came the most God-filled music 


imaginable. I’m an atheist, but I do 
believe in the God in Faure’s Requiem. I 
have never felt Him present in a mega¬ 
church, but I have felt Him at home 
in each of this work’s seven, utterly 
beautiful movements. CM (Plymouth 
Congregational Church, 8 pm, 
$24-$32) 

First Concerts: Meet the Tuba This 
entry in the First Concerts series will 
feature whimsical musical exploration 
magic courtesy of Seattle Symphony 
Principal Tuba John DiCesare and is 
designed to introduce kids ages 3 to 
5 to the family of brass instruments in 
the orchestra. (Benaroya Hall, 9:30 am, 
11 am, $12) 

Island Consort: Mostly Modern! 

The latest Whidbey Island concert will 
feature 20th century works by British 
and American composers Samuel 
Barber, Elizabeth Poston, Frank 
Bridge, Ruth Crawford, and Janice 
Giteck. (Unitarian-Universalist Congre¬ 
gation of Whidbey Island, 7 pm) 

Northwest Symphony Orchestra: 
Music for the Soul The Northwest 
Symphony Orchestra will present a 
program of pieces centered on heart¬ 
felt natural music, including Anton 
Bruckner’s Symphony No. 4 and a 
world premiere of an Ian Guthrie 
composition. (Holy Rosary Catholic 
Church, 8 pm) 

Swan Song: Schubert’s Final Year 

Experience the music Franz Schubert 
composed in the final year of his life, 
including Mass No. 6 in E Flat Major, 

D. 950 Tan turn ergo in E Flat Major, D. 

962 Offertory in B Flat Major, and D 

963 “Intende voci."(First Free Meth¬ 
odist Church, 8 pm, $6-$22) 

Sun March 15 

Byron Schenkman & Friends Pres¬ 
ents: Vivaldi in Paris — Baroque 
Virtuosity Renowned harpsichordist 
Byron Schenkman will host an 
evening that focuses on high baroque 
classics by Vivaldi and his French 
contemporaries, with a solo feature 
by recorder phenom Martin Bernstein. 
(Benaroya Hall, 7-9 pm, $10-$48) 

Psallite! The Medieval Women’s Choir 
will celebrate their 30th season with 
a performance of new pieces written 


for them over the years by Seattle 
composers Karen Thomas and Peter 
Seibert, long-time MWC collaborator 
Shira Kammen, and Margriet Tinde- 
mans, as well as favorite works from 
their massive repertoire. (Seattle First 
Baptist Church, 3 pm, $16-$28) 

Tchaikovsky’s Divine Liturgy 

Tchaikovsky’s heavenly Liturgy will 
fittingly be performed in a cathedral 
setting with Cappella Romana, basso 
profundo Glenn Miller, and over 100 
singers from the Pacific Youth Choir, all 
conducted by Benedict Sheehan. (Saint 
Mark's Cathedral, 3 pm, $32-$52) 

OPERA 


Jan 11-25 

★ Eugene Onegin This Seattle Opera 
production brings together the genius 
of two great Russians: Alexander 
Pushkin, who wrote the novel in verse, 
and Pyotr Tchaikovsky (The Nutcracker ), 
who penned the score. It’s a simple 
but moving and melancholy story of a 
young woman who falls in love with a 
cold-hearted nobleman, an encounter 
that tragically changes the course of 
their lives. (McCaw Hall, $35+) 

Jan 30-Feb 9 

Lowbrow Opera Collective 
presents: #adulting, the revival! 

Lowbrow Opera Collective will 
continue its mission of making opera 
accessible and fun to the laypeople 
of Seattle by reviving their original 
work, Jfadulting. The story follows 
four Craigslist-united roommates who 
share their first forays into the world 
of bills and affordable couches. (18th 
& Union, 7:30 pm, $15-$25) 

Feb 6,8,14 & 16 

Tosca Tosca, once described by 
ex-Stranger writer David Schmader as 
“Puccini’s gorgeous funhouse of an 
opera, based on an 1887 melodrama 
tracking the travails of a celebrated 
opera singer, whose Category 4 
emotional hurricanes are matched 
only by her power to enchant," will be 
taken on by the Tacoma Opera. 
(Pantages Theater, $30-$ 100) 


Feb 22-March 7 

★ Charlie Parker’s ‘Yardbird’ Jazz 
icon Charlie Parker gets the operatic 
treatment in this Seattle Opera 
production of Yardbird, a journey 
through limbo by Parker, who strug¬ 
gles to complete his last masterpiece 
amidst a series of flashbacks that 
showcase the glorious heyday of 
iconic NYC jazz club Birdland, as well 
as the failures and victories of Parker’s 
dynamic life. (McCaw Hall) 

JAZZ 


Mon Dec 9 

The Royal Room Collective Music 
Ensemble Under the direction of 
experimental jazz composer Wayne 
Horvitz, the Royal Room Collective 
Music Ensemble, a 15-piece band 
featuring “Seattle’s finest and most 
innovative improvisers," will play a set. 
(The Royal Room, 7:30 pm, free) 

Tues Dec 10 

Cascadia Big Band Christmas 
Show Cascadia Big Band, a 17-piece 
community jazz ensemble, usually 
play tunes from the “post-swing 
era," touching on jazz, big band, and 
ragtime musical traditions. Tonight, as 
a nod to the season, CBB will perform 
jazzy big band arrangements of cher¬ 
ished holiday songs and Christmas 
carols with guest vocalists Ingrid 
DeHaan and Roger Bare. (The Royal 
Room, 7:30 pm, free) 

★ Charlie Hunter and Lucy Wood¬ 
ward Innovative writer and bandleader 
Charlie Hunter is widely considered an 
authority on (custom-made) seven- and 
eight-string guitar, and will showcase 
his practiced abilities in a live set with 
his frequent collaborator Lucy Wood¬ 
ward. (Jazz Alley, 7:30 pm, $31) 

★ Kenny G with the Seattle 
Symphony Seattle son (and Franklin 
High graduate) Kenny G will return 
for a performance showcasing his 
smooth saxy jazz, which has managed 
to stay consistently popular since 

1986. (Benaroya Hall, 7:30 pm, 
$42-$ 107) 

Mambo Cocktail Hour with Elspeth 
Savani Get slinky to some multi-culti 
Latin jazz by the suede-voiced Elspeth 
Savani and friends during this recur¬ 
ring happy hour set. (Triple Door MC 
Stage, 5 pm, free) 

Wed Dec II 

★ CeCe Winans CeCe Winans is 
the award-winning, best-selling, be-all, 
end-all of gospel music. Witness her 
wealth of knowledge and talent at this 
performance that will feature both her 
solo work and her duet pieces with 
her brother BeBe. (Edmonds Center 
for the Arts, 7:30 pm, $39-$74) 

JazzED: Home For The Holidays 

Locally renowned jazz musicians, 
alumni, faculty, and students of the 
JazzED program will perform some 
crowd favorites at this annual holiday 
show. (The Royal Room, 7 pm, free) 

Thurs Dec 12 

Art of Jazz: Greta Matassa Popular 
local jazz songstress Greta Matassa 
will take the stage for a free and 
all-ages set. (Seattle Art Museum, free) 

Speakeasy Jazz Cats, Douglas 
Francisco Dixieland-adjacent New 
Orleans jazz band the Speakeasy Jazz 
Cats will play an evening show of all 
their vaudeville-style hits with Douglas 
Francisco. (Columbia City Theater, 

8 pm, $15) 

Fri Dec 13 

★ Ezra Collective London jazz 
crew Ezra Collective has recently 
been credited by media sources 
as pioneering the new wave of 
UK-based jazz music by bringing in 
unique hip-hop and Afrobeat touches. 
(Barboza, 7 pm, $ 18/$20) 

Happy 4tet Earshot Jazz Instru¬ 
mentalist of the Year nominee Tarik 
Abouzied leads this ensemble of jazz 
and funk musicians. (Triple Door MC 
Stage, 8 pm, free) 


Kareem Kandi Band Local tenor 
saxophone legend Kareem Kandi will 
bring a blend of jazz, blues, classical, 
and funk to the stage. (Pacific Room, 

7 pm, $17-$25) 

★ Kiki Valera & Cubache Charles 
Mudede has said: “You can never go 
wrong with Kiki Valera, who performs 
one of the most vibrant, soulful, and 
infectious forms of music in the world, 
Cuban jazz." Valera will play along with 
other great musicians from Cubache, 
including Pedro Vargas, Joe de Jesus, 
Steve Mostovo, Alfredo Polier, Javier 
Maru, and Dean Schmidt. (The Royal 
Room, 8-11:45 pm, $15/$ 18) 

Michael Powers Seattle contempo¬ 
rary jazz legend and widely admired 
guitarist Michael Powers will play a free 
live set as a part of the Crossroads 
Bellevue music series. (Crossroads 
Shopping Center, 7-9 pm, free) 

Dec 13-27 

Glenn Young Trio Enjoy a set of 
eclectic piano trio jazz standards tied 
into blues, Latin traditions, and original 
compositions by the Glenn Young Trio. 
(Casa Mexico, 6 pm) 

Sat Dec 14 

Cascadia Big Band Cascadia Big 
Band, a 17-piece community jazz 
ensemble, will play tunes from the 
“post-swing era," touching on jazz, big 
band, and ragtime musical traditions. 
(Crossroads Shopping Center, 

7:30 pm, free) 

Nancy Erickson Velvet-tongued jazz 
singer Nancy Erickson will host an 
evening of smooth jazz standards. 
(Pacific Room, 8 pm, $17-$25) 

Sat Dec 14 & Fri Dec 20 

Sundae + Mr. Goessl Agile-voiced 
Sundae and swinging guitarist Mr. 
Goessl make the musical equivalent 
of shiny-wrapper candy scattered 
on a coffee table: light, sweet, 
glittery, and dangerously inviting to 
sample before dinner. (Dec 14: Hotel 
Sorrento, 6 pm; Dec 20: Triple Door 
MC Stage, 8:30 pm, free) 

Mon Dec 16 & Sat Dec 21 

★ The Music of A Charlie Brown 
Christmas Because the Royal Room 
does the music of Charlie Brown every 
year, every year I have to write this love 
poem to the core tune, “Christmas¬ 
time Is Here (Instrumental)," of this 
masterpiece of American culture. It is, I 
think, one of the most beautiful pieces 
of jazz ever composed. Listening to it 
is like watching falling snow through a 
window. The room is warm, something 
is roasting in the oven, and outside, 
the flakes are falling faintly through 
the universe and upon the trees, 

the hedges, the water gutters, the 
telephone poles, and the rooftops of 
a thousand apartment buildings. This 
is where you want to be forever. This 
is Vince Guaraldi’s “Christmastime Is 
Here (Instrumental)." It opens with a 
trembling bass, like someone coming 
out of the cold, stamping their feet, 
brushing the snow off their shoulders, 
hanging their winter coat, rubbing 
and blowing on numb fingers, and 
entering the living room where there is 
a window, watching the flakes falling 
faintly upon all the buildings and the 
living. CM (The Royal Room, $5/$10) 

Tues Dec 17 

Marina Albero Marina Albero, 
through her solo work and leading her 
quartet, showcases musical traditions 
from throughout the world, including 
Afro-Cuban and Spanish styles, and 
blends from the jazz, flamenco, and 
classical genres. (The Royal Room, 
7-9 pm, $12-$25) 

Dec 17-18 

David Benoit Christmas Tribute to 
Charlie Brown with Sara Gazarek 

Explore the childlike spirit of Vince 
Guaraldi’s score for A Charlie Brown 
Christmas with composer and jazz 
piano legend David Benoit and jazz 
vocalist Sara Gazarek. (Jazz Alley, 

7:30 pm, $39) 
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THINGS TO DO -► Music 


Wed Dec 18 

Hartman Friction Hartman Friction 
is a quartet led by saxophonist Brian 
Hartman and guitarist Ethan Olinger, 
who play swinging jazz standards 
with a funk sensibility. ( Whisky West, 
7-10 pm) 

Dec 19-22 

★ Judy Collins Holidays & Hits 

Sublime folk icon Judy Collins will 
sing holiday favorites and share 
stories from her life at this seasonal 
show set. (Jazz Alley, 7:30 pm, $57) 

Fri Dec 20 

Kelley Johnson Listen to Kelley 
Johnson’s bright and surefooted 
interpretations of jazz standards at 
this solo performance. (Pacific Room, 

8 pm, $17-$25) 

Steve Messick’s Holiday Jazz 
Showcase Led by bassist Steve 
Messick, this showcase event, now 
in its 14th year, will feature jazz 
arrangements of holiday favorites and 
mash-ups played by Steve Messick 
on double bass, Travis Ranney on 
tenor sax, David Franklin on piano, 
and Chris Monroe on drums. (Egan's 
Ballard Jam House, 7-9:30 pm, $12) 

Sat Dec 21 

★ The Hot McGandhis Get down 
to “funky jazz and boogaloo tunes” 
from a quintet of seasoned Seattle 
musicians as they play standards from 
the 1960s to the present. (Triple Door 
MQ Stage, 8:30 pm, free) 

Jared Hall Quintet Jared Hall is 
known for being a long-time Tula’s act, 
and he’ll now take his quintet out to 
Alki for a night of standards. (Pacific 
Room, 8 pm, $17-$25) 

Sorrento Nights with Marina Chris¬ 
topher Rising Seattle jazz bassist and 
vocalist Marina Christopher, named 
Best Emerging Artist by Earshot Jazz 
Magazine in 2017, will perform live. 
(Hotel Sorrento, 6 pm) 

Sun Dec 22 

Byron Street Swing Acoustic quartet 
Byron Street Swing will play hot club 
jazz and early French swing music as 
a part of the Crossroads Bellevue live 
music series. (Crossroads Shopping 
Center, 12:30-2:30 pm, free) 

Vince Guaraldi’s A Charlie Brown 
Christmas The Jose ‘Juicy” Gonzales 
Trio will bring you the entire soundtrac 
to A Charlie Brown Christmas at this 
Christmas party around the baby grand 
piano. (Pacific Room, 8 pm, $25-$35) 

Fri Dec 27 

Northwest Jazz Big Band The 16 

instrumentalists of the Northwest Jazz 
Big Band and a guest vocalist will 
perform some swinging jazz standards 
mixed with some contemporary jazz 
tracks as a part of the Crossroads 
Bellevue live music series. (Cross¬ 
roads Shopping Center, 7-9 pm, free) 
Yuki Aoki Quintet Seattle jazz 
chanteuse Yuki Aoki will perform with 
her talented quintet, which includes 
Darian Asplund on saxophone and 
Matt Williams on piano. (Pacific Room, 
8 pm, $12-$20) 

Sat Dec 28 

★ 31st Anniversary Concert of 
Duke Ellington’s Sacred Music 

This is the annual concert of Sacred 
Music by Duke Ellington. Ellington 
was, of course, the greatest and 
most creative figure of the big band 
era. He had, one could argue, three 
main musical projects: One was the 
production of dance-hall hits, two 
was the production of serious black 
music (music that would represent 
the 400-year history of African 
descendants in the world that was 
new to Europeans), and three was the 
production of pieces that expressed 
his religious/existential feelings. 
Tonight is devoted to the third, and 
in many ways the most profound of 
Ellington’s projects. Anyone who has 
heard his composition “Come Sunday” 
instantly understands that Ellington 
felt God as something that’s inside 
and not outside of (or remote from) 


the human experience. He was, in 
short, a Spinozist. And so was, for that 
matter, John Coltrane. The theology of 
Spinoza, a 17th century Dutch Jewish 
philosopher, has many features that 
agree with jazz spirituality. CM (Town 
Hall, 7:30 pm, $19-$48) 

Danny Quintero & lllusionz Swing 
Orchestra Danny Quintero will 
perform Sinatra-esque songs from 
the suave-jazzy canon. (Pacific Room, 
8 pm, $17-$25) 

Moonlight Swing Orchestra The 

Moonlight Swing Orchestra specializes 
in the tunes of Dorsey, Ellington, Miller, 
Shaw, and others from the golden 
age of big band sound. (Crossroads 
Shopping Center, 7-9 pm, free) 

Dec 30-31 

★ Poncho Sanchez Latin Jazz 
Band Playing two nights at Jazz 
Alley, the Poncho Sanchez Latin 
Jazz Band offer plenty of chances 
for you to shimmy and shake to 
their warm, slinky, percussive-fueled 
rhythms. Mexican American namesake 
Sanchez has been rapping, tapping, 
and slapping congas for crowds 
since he played his first ever set 

in the mid-1970s with renowned 
vibraphonist Cal Tjader, with whom he 
played until Tjader’s death in 1982. 
Sanchez went on to release more 
than 30 albums as a solo conguero 
(backed by a full band that currently 
includes players on timbales, bass, 
trumpet, sax, trombone, bongos, and 
piano), and has built on his Latin-jazzy 
sound with elements of R&B, soul, 
cha-cha, and salsa music. He and his 
band perform three shows total: one 
on December 30, and two on New 
Year's Eve—an early dinner show and 
a second later show that includes a 
NYE countdown and after party. LP 
(Jazz Alley, 7:30 pm Fri, 8:45 and 
11 pm Sat, $37-$201) 

Tues Dec 31 

★ New Year’s Eve with Curtis 
Salgado Original Blues Brother 
Curtis Salgado will break out a solo 
performance of his lifetime of blues 
curation in honor of New Year’s 
Eve. (Triple Door, 7 pm, 10:30 pm, 
$90-$ 125) 

★ New Year’s Eve: Pandemonium 

Melissa Madden Gray is the NYC-by- 
way-of-Australia actress, singer, and 
kamikaze/alt cabaret artist otherwise 
known as Meow Meow. She’s gained 
a bit of acclaim in the U.S. via her 
collabs with Thomas M Lauderdale 
(of Portland’s little big band orchestra, 
Pink Martini), and is worthy of your 
NYE attention; she has a deep, rich, 
slightly husky vocal quality and an 
elegant vibrato that soars or slinks over 
lush cabaret numbers. The subversive 
diva joins Seattle Symphony for this 
very special, not at all traditional but 
entirely cheerful program of “perfectly 
constructed mayhem and madness.” 
The post-concert party includes a 
glass of champagne, another live 
performance, and dancing to the 
midnight countdown and beyond. LP 
[Benaroya Hall, 9 pm, $58-$ 156) 

★ New Year’s Party with Lushy 
If you want to usher in 2020 with a 
swanky swagger and classy clinks of 
cocktail glasses, head to the Music- 
quarium, where Seattle mainstays 
Lushy will commandeer the stage with 
aplomb. Fronted by the delightfully 
versatile vocalist/percussionist 
Annabella Kirby, Lushy possess a 
chameleonic charm, bringing sophis¬ 
ticated grooviness to rock, pop, bossa 
nova, exotica, and new wave with an 
array of originals and covers that can 
fill a dance floor. I recently caught 
Lushy at Vito’s and they inspired a 
gaggle of middle-aged folks to bust 
vigorous moves. It was cute—and kind 
of shocking. DS (Triple Door MQ Stage, 
8:30 pm, free) 

Sat Jan 4 

Clipper Anderson Quartet Seattle 
bassist Clipper Anderson has defied 
categorization throughout his career, as 
he’s equally explored conventional jazz, 
free jazz, and bebop. He’ll be joined 
by his quartet for this performance. 
(Pacific Room, 8 pm, $17-$25) 


Jan 7-8 

Pearl Django Strongly influenced 
by their chosen namesake, guitarist 
Django Reinhardt, Pearl Django play 
Hot Club-style g*psy jazz with intricate 
finger-picking and a global repertoire. 
(Jazz Alley, 8-9:30 pm, $31) 

Jan 9-12 

Peter White Contemporary acoustic 
jazz guitarist Peter White will hit the 
stage for four nights with his full 
band in support of his last album 
release Groovin’, his third collection 
of guitar-centric interpretations of 
classic compositions from the ‘50s 
through the ‘80s. (Jazz Alley, $35) 

Sat Jan II 

Jose “Juicy” Gonzales Trio Prep 
thyself for the new year with an 
evening of smooth, complex jazz from 
Jose ‘Juicy” Gonzales and his trio, 
including Michael Marcus on bass and 
Matt Jorgensen on drums. (Pacific 
Room, 8 pm, $17-$25) 

Jan 14-19 

★ An Evening with Chris Botti 

Amidst career high points like playing 
alongside Sting and Paul Simon, 
Grammy Award winner and pop-jazz 
performer Chris Botti will head back 
to Seattle with his trumpet and 
backing band for ballads, jazz, and 
Americana songbook standards. 

(Jazz Alley, 7:30 pm, 9:30 pm, 

$107-$131) 

ThursJan 16 

★ Mavis Staples You know the 
Staple Singers from their R&B, soul, 
funk, and gospel-fused hits (“Respect 
Yourself,” “I’ll Take You There”), 

so you’re already familiar with the 
youngest sibling of the family vocal 
group, Mavis Staples; she’s got that 
warm, deep, enveloping vocal quality 
that feels like a hug. Her sound has 
gotten some modern polish over her 
last several solo albums, three with 
Wilco primary Jeff Tweedy at the 
helm, another tapping the talents of 
indie folk singer-songwriter M. Ward. 
Her 14th and latest soulful, R&B 
outing, We Get By, finds her hitting 
the studio with Ben Harper, who 
wrote and produced the 11 -track LP, 
and lends his husky tenor to the title 
track. LP (Edmonds Center for the Arts, 
7:30-9:30 pm, $39-$74) 

Sat Jan 18 

Shawn Mickelson Quartet Trumpeter 
Shawn Mickelson, previously of the 
Hardcoretet and the Suffering Fuck- 
heads, will perform with his quartet 
(Pacific Room, 8 pm, $17-$25) 

Sun Jan 19 

In Motion Quartet Swing around to 
some lively experimental jazz from 
saxophonist Steve Treseler and 
trumpeter Kevin Woods’s quartet. (The 
Royal Room, 7 pm, free) 

Jan 21-22 

★ Harriet Tubman Improvised 
fusion attains several peaks in the 
dexterous hands and feet of New 
York’s Harriet Tubman. Brandon 
Ross (guitar/banjo/vocal), Melvin 
Gibbs (electric bass), and J.T. 

Lewis (drums) have been jamming 
complexly and powerfully for the last 
21 years, imbuing their technically 
brilliant pieces with fiery soulfulness. 
The show at Langston Hughes 
Performing Center I caught by Harriet 
Tubman earlier this year bowled over 
the crowd with telepathic interplay, 
rhythmic sorcery, and a turbulent 
vibe that recalled Jimi Hendrix and 
’70s-era Miles Davis at their peaks. 

DS (Jazz Alley, 7:30 pm, $33) 

Jan 23-26 

★ Steve Gadd Band with Kevin 
Hays, Jimmy Johnson, Michael 
Landau, and Walt Fowler Judged 
by his peers as one of the greatest 
drummers ever, Steve Gadd has played 
on a multitude of important records 
made by legions of legends, including 
Paul McCartney, Kate Bush, Paul 
Simon, and Steely Dan. Virtuoso fusion 
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keyboardist Chick Corea said, “[Gadd] 
has brought orchestral and composi¬ 
tional thinking to the drum kit while at 
the same time having a great imagina¬ 
tion and a great ability to swing.” Steve 
Gadd Band’s self-titled 2018 album 
is a poised, polished slice of jazz-funk 
that shows the drummer’s not lost his 
nimble sorcery, even in his 70s. For 
these shows, Gadd’s band will include 
Kevin Hays (keyboards), Michael 
Landau (guitar), Jimmy Johnson (bass), 
and Walt Fowler (trumpet/flugelhorn). 
DS (Jazz Alley, $41) 

Sat Jan 25 

Gail Pettis Earshot Jazz-acclaimed 
2010 Vocalist of the Year Gail 
Pettis will perform a program of jazz 
standards that show off her silky retro 
vocal talents. (Pacific Room, 8 pm, 

$17-$25) 

Mon Jan 27 

Strunz & Farah Guitar duo Strunz & 
Farah will play tracks off their latest 
drop, Tales of Two Guitars, which 
showcases their evolving partnership 
of performing a fusion of Latin, Middle 
Eastern, and jazz influences. (Triple 
Door, 7:30 pm, $25-$33) 

Jan 28-29 

★ Juan de Marcos and the Afro- 
Cuban All Stars The Afro-Cuban 
All-Stars will introduce Seattle to the 
world of Cuban son with tres master 
Juan de Marcos and a rotating, 
multi-generational cast. (Triple Door, 
7:30 pm, $40-$50) 

★ Peter Bernstein, Larry Goldings, 
and Bill Stewart Peter Bernstein, 
Larry Goldings, and Bill Stewart make 
up a jazzy organ trio that has pumped 
out 11 studio albums both under 
various members’ names and as a 
unit. Their latest album on the Pirouet 
label, Ramshackle Serenade, is their 
first studio session in 13 years, and 
will be pulled from heavily in this show. 
(Jazz Alley, 7:30 pm, $31) 

Jan 30-Feb2 

★ War LA funk/soul ensemble War 
have split into two camps: One goes 
by the name the Lowrider Band, while 
original lead singer and keyboardist 
Lonnie Jordan has retained the War 
moniker. It’s not an optimal state of 
affairs, but War’s hit-laden 1970s 
catalog is so potent and redolent 

of greasily groovy good times and 
carefree summers (except for the 
ominous “Four Cornered Room,” which 
I consider one of War’s peaks) that you 
can be assured no matter which unit is 
playing them, they’re going to transport 
you to a better, warmer place. So, great 
timing for War to do a four-night run in 
late January. DS (Jazz Alley, $61) 

Sat Feb I 

Seattle Repertory Jazz Orchestra: 
Tribute to Billie Holiday Eternal 
inspiration, muse, and icon Billie 
Holiday will be served up a fitting 
tribute by Seattle chanteuse Jacque¬ 
line Tabor, in concert with the Seattle 
Repertory Jazz Orchestra. (Benaroya 
Hall, 3 pm, 7:30 pm, $50) 

Feb 4-5 

Martin Taylor and Frank Vignola 

According to jazz guitar virtuoso Pat 
Matheny, Martin Taylor is “one of the 
most awesome solo guitar players in 
the history of the instrument.” Join 
Taylor for two nights as he proves 
Matheny right, with accompaniment 
from Frank Vignola. (Jazz Alley, 

7:30 pm, $33) 

Feb 6-9 

Westerlies Fest 2020 A highbrow 
brass quartet from New York via 
Seattle, the Westerlies perform 
their own music and interpret the 
works of important composers like 
Gyorgy Ligeti, Duke Ellington, Bela 
Bartok, and Stephen Foster, as well 
as covering myriad traditionals. They 
have taken it upon themselves to helm 
a four-day music festival this autumn 
with each day boasting evening 
performances, day-time in-school 
concerts, and a weekend-long 
creative music workshop. (Various 
locations, 6:30-10 pm, $15-$40) 

Sat Feb 8 

★ Gregory Porter Gregory Porter’s 
voice is a baritone that makes you 


feel right at home; as for his style of 
phrasing, it feels very familiar (Lou 
Rawls, Johnny Hartman, Nat King 
Cole), but it is also like nothing you 
have heard before. And this is why 
the greatness of Porter is not easy to 
describe. If you listen to him one way, 
he seems to be rooted deeply in the 
tradition of jazz song, but if you listen 
to him another way, you hear a big, 
warm, blue voice that moves about the 
music like some liberated balloon rising 
and falling in the wind. Porter is not 
conventional, yet he is, and for some 
reason he easily manages to be both 
without settling on one or the other. CM 
(Moore Theatre, 8 pm, $42-$53) 

Rise Up — The Hamilton Tribute 
Band Rise Up, an ensemble of top 
Seattle vocalists and musicians, will 
perform songs from the award-win¬ 
ning musical that various members of 
your extended family have seen four 
times, Hamilton. (Benaroya Hall, 

7:30 pm, $30-$38) 

Feb 8-9 

Patricia Barber Veteran bandleader 
Patricia Barber will perform pieces from 
her latest album, Higher, which blends 
jazz harmonies with classic art songs 
and poetry. (Triple Door, $25-$35) 

Feb 12-13 

Jazz Innovations, Parts I & II 

Led by a mentoring faculty team of 
professional musicians, UW student 
jazz ensembles will pay homage to the 
many varied icons of jazz, and tackle 
new and progressive orchestral jazz 
compositions. (Brechemin Auditorium, 
7:30 pm, free) 

Feb 14-15 

★ The Best of Quincy Jones 

The catalog of Seattle’s favorite 
musical icon—well, maybe after Jimi 
Hendrix—presents a vastly enjoyable 
smorgasbord of music for a symphony 
to plunder. Hell, you could build a long, 
rewarding program strictly around Q’s 
output for film (In Cold Blood, The Hot 
Rock, In the Heat of the Night, etc.) 
and TV (“Sanford & Son Theme [The 
Streetbeater]” is a zenith of the latter 
medium). The guy may have worked 
with Michael Jackson and Frank 
Sinatra, and produced/conducted the 
aesthetically egregious “We Are the 
World,” but Jones is also responsible 
for loads of sublimely soulful and funky 
compositions that have gone under 
the radar, despite his global fame. 

Let’s hope his lesser-known works get 
some love from the Seattle Symphony 
and guests over these three nights. DS 
(Benaroya Hall, 8 pm, $35-$ 101) 

Sun Feb 16 

★ SRJO: Count Basie Meets 
Duke Ellington Revisit the legendary 
collaborations of the genre as the 
Seattle Repertory Jazz Orchestra 
performs pieces from the first meeting 
of the two greatest big bands in jazz 
history—the Count Basie and Duke 
Ellington orchestras. (Edmonds Center 
for the Arts, 7 pm) 

Tues Feb 18 

★ Kandace Springs Smooth alto 
songstress Kandace Springs has 
garnered acclaim for her Blue Note 
Records debut, Soul Eyes, which 
demonstrated her masterful ability 
to blend jazz, soul, and pop into one 
gorgeous and seemingly effortless 
sound. (Jazz Alley 7:30 pm, $29) 

Feb 20-22 

★ Branford Marsalis Quartet The 

great saxophonist Branford Marsalis, 
who is a member of jazz’s royal 
family (the Marsalises—Ellis, Wynton, 
Delfeayo), is famous for participating 
in Sting’s only decent solo album, The 
Dream of the Blue Turtles, leading 
the band on Jay Leno’s show in 
the mid-’90s, and working with DJ 
Premier on jazz/hiphop collabora¬ 
tion Buckshot LeFonque. He is less 
well known for the ribbons upon 
ribbons of beauty extracted from Igor 
Stravinsky’s “Pastorale”—a piece on 
the album Romance for Saxophone. 
Branford Marsalis is also known for 
upsetting his more famous brother 
Wynton. Branford loves popular 
culture; Wynton hates it. CM (Triple 
Door, $60-$80) 


Feb 20-23 

★ David Sanborn Jazz Quintet 

“Saxman supreme” and six-time 
Grammy-winning David Sanborn has 
played with Stevie Wonder, David 
Bowie, Paul Simon, James Brown, 
Bruce Springsteen, Eric Clapton, and 
the Rolling Stones. (Jazz Alley, $41) 

Feb 25-26 

★ Kat Edmonson American vocalist 
Kat Edmonson makes what she refers 
to as “vintage pop,” a genre blend of 
jazz and swing with traditional pop, 
chamber pop, ‘50s rock, blues, bossa 
nova, country-inflected pop, and folk 
music. (Jazz Alley 7:30 pm, $29) 

Thurs Feb 27 

★ An Evening with Stanton 
Moore Moore is a giant of modern 
drumming who’s been working out 
of New Orleans since co-founding 
one of that city’s more popular 
jazz-funk ensembles, Galactic, and is 
also one of the key OGs in post-jazz 
rock outfit Garage A Trois, among a 
wide range of other gigs (including 
keeping beats on Street Sweeper 
Social Club’s eponymous debut) and 
solo endeavors. On this date, he’ll be 
with his trio, which includes B3 and 
Rhodes biggie and frequent collabo¬ 
rator Robert Walter (Greyboy Allstars), 
and guitarist Will Bernard. LP (Triple 
Door, 7:30 pm, $32-$40) 

Feb 27-March I 

Regina Belle Beginning her career 
in the mid-80s, singer-songwriter and 
actress Regina Belle has since built 
up her empire with consistent albums 
of romantic jazz, gospel, and soul hits. 
(Jazz Alley) 

Tues March 3 

Aubrey Logan with the Seattle 
Symphony High-powered jazz vocalist 
Aubrey Logan peppers her songs with 
bits of pop, rock, R&B, and soul for a 
bombastic Broadway vibe perfect for 
an evening of cabaret and cocktails. 
(Benaroya Hall, 7:30 pm, $32-$72) 

March 3-4 

★ Omar Sosa and Yilian 
Cahizares: Aguas Grammy-nomi- 
nated, Cuban-born pianist Omar Sosa 
will perform with violinist-vocalist 
Yilian Cahizares at this live set of their 
new collective work, Aguas, an album 
that pulls from the perspectives of two 
generations of Cuban artists living 
outside their homeland. (Jazz Alley, 
7:30 pm, $31) 

Thurs March 5 

★ Bill Frisell: HARMONY Renowned 
Seattle-area jazz guitarist Bill Frisell 

is one of the music world’s most 
reliable providers of sublime virtuosity 
in an almost subliminal manner. While 
he’s sporadically enjoyed bursts of 
noisy bombast in his career (think of 
his stint in John Zorn’s Naked City), 
Frisell’s most at home picking out 
contemplative streams of plangent 
notes and chords that exude tranquil, 
complex beauty while covering much 
stylistic ground. DS (Moore Theatre, 
7:30 pm, $39-$61) 

March 5-8 

★ Arturo Sandoval Much-decorated 
Cuban trumpeter and classical musi¬ 
cian Arturo Sandoval was a founding 
member of the Grammy Award-win¬ 
ning Cuban jazz fusion group Irakere, 
and has spent decades developing his 
own solo work, including a full album 
that interprets the romantic bolero of 
Armando Manzanero. (Jazz Alley, $37) 

Mon March 9 

Studio Jazz Ensemble & UW 
Modern Band New England 
Conservatory of Music-trained 
Cuong Vu, who’s received praise from 
publications including the New Yorker 
and the New York Times, will lead the 
University of Washington’s Modern 
Band in innovative arrangements and 
original compositions. Plus, expect 
big band arrangements and repertory 
selections from the Studio Jazz 
Ensemble. (UW Meany Studio Theater, 
7:30pm, $10) 


Bellevue Chamber Chorus 


Our 2019-2020 Concert Season 

Apflrwvtg KwArtistK Ben Luedcke 

Hope in a Tim TAnwuam Ckd&tmcis: Honth meet at South 

-V Saturday, Decern her 21 P 2019, 7:30 pm Sunday, D ecembe r 2 2 P 2019, 3:00 pm ^ 

First Congregational Church, fee llevue Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Mercer Island 


Fuutuu? Home: The Sense qfBe&m#uicf 

■Sr Saturday, Mssnch 7, 2020,7:20 pm + Sunday, March -8,2020, 8:00 pm tp- 
Cdvrnant Preibytcnan Church, lisiquah + Firtt United Methodist Church, Bellevue 


Move over Summer Games: It's an 

7 nt 0 matienai TbeEttf ‘Exfaaeaaan&saf 


Saturd ay, May IB, 2010, 7:30 pm 

First Congregational Church, &e llevi*e 


Sunday, May 17,2020, 3;00 pm ^ 

Fkst United htethod»rt Church, Sehevue 


Far more information, call 425.522.34I3G, or visit hellevuechamberchoruE.or£. 

Use -rode ^$82017 ter a dnoount when bvy*!B on*ne ihnovgh irewm Paper i<kets 



Want to play? 
You can. 


Aft ages and levels, 

www.jazznightschool.org * (206) 722 6061 


A 50 IfcHU organ 

iKe,coto« r gender.imiioM 


not di'.r iTTiriJtr cm Ihc- bj-J r . dt 
mra-ytrabon of its educational poJtees 



Seattle's Non-Food Based Dog Training 
Follow us on Irstagram (®nitrok9 

Specializing in Aggression & Anxiety 
Obedience On & Off Leash Protection Dogs 
Service Dogs Discounts for Police & Military 

steve@nitrocanine.com 
www.nitrocanine.com ■ 206.412.9979 



^ Crossroads Coi 
HEWevents.com 
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Third Generation Violin Maker 


‘Voted Evening M$g$zm s 
BesfoFWfestem WA? 


www.Kirklandvioms.com 
425 822 0717 


Fri. 12/1 :S al TUiOpm 
A Sorvif'p of Readings & Cards 

An Advent tradition with choirs, organ r 
ip mss, enrol singing. Freewill offering. 

Tuft* 12/:il at 11:00 pm 

New Year's Eve Gala: 

(JmrgimHrT 

Festive music w/Cat!tedrul Cantorei& Seattle 
Baroque Orchestra. $jd suggested donation. 

e Uernr tsmnpfr te > 

Wr pan (Yorks 

SaL i/25 al T^Opm 1 f 
juliaim \vxu 
OrgiiMslr de f/iwrnr. 
VoJr^-Wrtin^ dp I'aris 

Louis Viefne'b Symphony No. l and works 
by Bach, Mendelssohn, & Franck played 
by celebrated Notre Dame Cathedral 
organist. *i8 suggested donation. 

MUSIC AT ' I 

ST. JAMES 

more concerts at CATHEDRAL 
www. stj ames- cdlhedral.org/musjc, 
206 - 382-4874 



HARRIET TUBMAN 

JANUARY 21-22, $32.50 

“Overlap of Jimi Hendrix’s Band of Gypsys, electric Miles 
Davis at its gnarliest and Lee Scratch Perry’s murky dub 
experiments and you’ll start to get a sense of the band’s 
heady sonic terrain.” - Rolling Stone 

STEVE CADD BAND 
featuring WALT FOWLER, KEVIN 
HAYS, MICHAEL LANDAU and 
JIMMY JOHNSON 

JANUARY 23 - 26, $40.50 

2019 Grammy Award winning drummer that had put his 
indelible stamp on rock, jazz, blues, fusion, and pop. 

AN EVENING WITH 

BIG BAD VOODOO DADDY 

FEBRUARY 6 - 9, $50.50 

Big Bad Voodoo Daddy continues its decades long mission 
to celebrate and revitalize jazz and swing music. 

KANDACE SPRINGS 

FEBRUARY 18, $28.50 

American jazz influenced soul singer and pianist touring 
in support of her new Blue Note release “Soul Eyes.” 

JACK BROADBENT 

FEBRUARY 19, $30.50 

New master of the slide guitar on tour in support of his 
fourth album “Moonshine Blue!” 

OMAR SOSA and 

YILIAN CANIZARES: AGUAS Trio 

MARCH 3 - 4, $30.50 

Pianist Omar Sosa and violinist/vocalist YiIian Canizares 
have come together to create Aguas, a beautiful and 
personal album that reflects the perspectives of two 
generations of Cuban artists living outside their homeland. 

VICTOR WOOTEN 

MARCH 12 - 15, $42.50 

Five-time Grammy-winning bassist and founding member 
of Bela Fleck and the Flecktones... Wooten picked up 
where Jaco Pastorius left off. 


2033 6th Ave. | 206.441.9729 
all ages | free parking 
full schedule at jazzalley.com 
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"travel \ 

CONNECTING WOMEN THROUGH ADVENTURE k 


Eight-day, women only, small group 
travel in 2020. Meet other bold 
travelers on our expert-led trips! 


UPCOMING TRIPS 


Rome & Tuscany 

April 17- 24, 2020 

Amalfi Multisport Adventure 

May 2- 9, 2020 

Barcelona & the Costa Brava 

May 15- 22, 2020 

Costa Brava Multisport Adventure 

May 24- 31,2020 


EARLY-BIRD DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE 

Reserve your journey today! 

(503J-380-3032 

www.boldspirittravel.com 



Give your favorite 
aspiring actor, playwright, 


the 


or filmmaker 
gift of training! 



Q6'3 
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holdtheatr 


THINGS TO DO -► Music 


POP, ROCK & HIPHOP 



CAMERON McCOOL 


Deck the Hall Ball 

WaMu Theater, 

Tues Dec 10 

★ Angel Olsen, 
Vagabon 

Moore Theatre, 

Wed Dec 11 

Mary Chapin Car¬ 
penter & Shawn 
Colvin: Together 
on Stage 

Benaroya Hall, 

Wed Dec 11 

Ladytron 

Neptune Theatre, 
Thurs Dec 12 

Ganja White Night, 
Boogie T, Jantsen, 
SubDocta 

Showbox Sodo, 

Dec 12-13 

Ryan Caraveo 

The Showbox, 

Fri Dec 13 

The Pineapple Thief 
with Gavin Harrison 

Neumos, Sat Dec 14 

Granger Smith, 
Earl Dibbles Jr 

Showbox Sodo, 

Sun Dec 15 

How The Grouch 
Stole Christmas 
feat. The Grouch, 
Murs, Danyiel 

Neumos, Sun Dec 15 

Cattle Decapitation, 
Atheist, Primitive 
Man, Author & 
Punisher, Vitriol 

The Showbox, 

Tues Dec 17 

A.C.E 

Neptune Theatre, 
Wed Dec 18 

deadmau5 

WaMu Theater, 
Thurs Dec 19 

AJJ, Amigo The 
Devil, Days N Daze, 
The Bridge City 
Sinners 

Neumos, Fri Dec 20 

★ Benjamin Gib- 
bard, Johnathan 
Rice 

Washington Hall, 

Fri Dec 20 

Strangelove, Nite 
Wave, Rusholme 
Ruffians 

The Showbox, 

Fri Dec 20 

★ Tower of Power 

Emerald Queen 
Casino, Fri Dec 20 

Lost Kings, Martin 
Jensen 

The Showbox, 

Sat Dec 21 

Rezz, Peekaboo, 
Black Gummy 

WaMu Theater, 

Sat Dec 21 

The Bell Ringer 

Moore Theatre, 

Sun Dec 22 

★ Blind Boys of 
Alabama Holiday 
Show 

Jazz Alley, Dec 26-29 

★ The Black Tones 

Neumos, Fri Dec 27 

MxPx, Amber 
Pacific 

The Showbox, 

Sat Dec 28 

Straight No Chaser 

McCaw Hall, 

Mon Dec 30 


★ Artist Home 
8th Annual NYE 
Celebration 

Tractor Tavern, 

Tues Dec 31 

★ New Year’s Eve 
with The Motet 

Neptune Theatre, 
Tues Dec 31 

★ Thunderpussy, 
Bear Axe, Constant 
Lovers, Trash Fire 

The Showbox, 

Tues Dec 31 

★ U.S.E., Aque¬ 
duct, 52Kings 

Sunset Tavern, 

Tues Dec 31 

Beartooth & Mo¬ 
tionless in White 

Showbox Sodo, 

Sat Jan 4 

Cashmere Cat 

The Showbox, 

Sat Jan 4 

Nada Surf, Apex 
Manor 

Neptune Theatre, 
Tues Jan 14 

★ Earthgang, 

Mick Jenkins 

The Showbox, 

Thurs Jan 16 

Big Head Todd 
and the Monsters, 
JD Simo 

The Showbox, 

Fri Jan 17 

★ Cold War Kids 

Neptune Theatre, 
Jan 17-18 

The Infamous 
Stringdusters, 
Yonder Mountain 
String Band 

The Showbox, 

Sat Jan 18 

JAUZ 

WaMu Theater, 

Sat Jan 18 

King Princess 

Showbox Sodo, 

Sat Jan 18 

Cursive, Cloud 
Nothings, Criteria 

Neumos, Mon Jan 20 

Amber Liu, Meg 
& Dia, Justice 
Carradine 

The Showbox, 

TuesJan 21 

★ Rex Orange 
County 

Paramount Theatre, 
Tues Jan 21 

Midge Lire: Songs, 
Questions, and 
Answers Tour 

Benaroya Hall, 

Wed Jan 22 

Trippie Redd 

Showbox Sodo, 

Wed Jan 22 

Seventeen 

ShoWare Center, 
Thurs Jan 23 

Poppy 

Neptune Theatre, 
Sat Jan 25 

Thrice, mewith- 
outYou, Drug 
Church, Holy Fawn 

Showbox Sodo, 

Sat Jan 25 

★ Xavier Omar, 
Parisalexa 

The Showbox, 

Sat Jan 25 


★ Dermot Kennedy 

Paramount Theatre, 
Sun Jan 26 

Motion City 
Soundtrack 

Neptune Theatre, 
TuesJan 28 

Michael Kiwanuka 

The Showbox, 

Wed Jan 29 

Radical Face 

Neptune Theatre, 
Wed Jan 29 

★ The New Porno- 
graphers, Diane 
Coffee 

Neptune Theatre, 
Thurs Jan 30 

★ Sinead O’Connor 

Paramount Theatre, 
Tues Feb 4 

SuperM: We Are 
The Future Live 

ShoWare Center, 
Tues Feb 4 

Loudon Wain- 
wright III 

Benaroya Hall, 

Wed Feb 5 

Queensryche 

Neptune Theatre, 
Wed Feb 5 

Young Dolph & 

Key dock 

The Showbox, 

Wed Feb 5 

Dark Star Orchestra 

The Showbox, 

Thurs Feb 6 

Dweezil Zappa 

Neptune Theatre, 
Thurs Feb 6 

American Authors, 
Magic Giant, Public 

The Showbox, 

Sat Feb 8 

★ Violent 
Femmes 

Moore Theatre, 

Sun Feb 9 

★ Bat for Lashes 

Neptune Theatre, 
Mon Feb 10 

The Marcus King 
Band 

Neptune Theatre, 
Tues Feb 11 

★ Sango, Savon 

Neumos, Tues Feb 11 

★ Wolf Parade, 
Land of Talk 

The Showbox, 

Tues Feb 11 

★ Noah Reid 

Columbia City 
Theater, Wed Feb 12 


Blake Shelton 

Tacoma Dome, 

Fri Feb 14 

★ Dr. Dog, Michael 
Nau 

Neptune Theatre, 

Fri Feb 14 

Mark & Maggie 
O’Connor 

Katharyn Alvord 
Gerlich Theater, 

Fri Feb 14 

Michael Bolton 

Tulalip Resort 
Casino, Sat Feb 15 

★ Metronomy 

The Showbox, 

Mon Feb 17 

Dashboard Con¬ 
fessional, Piebald 

The Showbox, 

Tues Feb 18 

The Glorious Sons 

The Showbox, 

Wed Feb 19 

BoneThugs-N- 

Harmony 

The Showbox, 

Fri Feb 21 

Lane 8 

Showbox Sodo, 

Fri Feb 21 

Murder By Death 

Neptune Theatre, 

Fri Feb 21 

★ Atmosphere, 
The Lioness, Nikki 
Jean, Blimes & 
Gab, DJ Keezy 

Showbox Sodo, 

Sat Feb 22 

Tove Lo, ALMA 

Showbox Sodo, 

Mon Feb 24 

★ Death Cab for 
Cutie, The Black 
Tones 

The Showbox, 

Feb 24-26 

★ Raphael Saadiq 

Neptune Theatre, 
Tues Feb 25 

★ Ladysmith 
Black Mambazo 

Neptune Theatre, 
Wed Feb 26 

moe. 

Neptune Theatre, 
Thurs Feb 27 

Joshua Radin & 
Friends with Ben 
Kweller and Wil¬ 
liam Fitzsimmons 

Neptune Theatre, 

Fri Feb 28 


★ Niyaz: The 
Fourth Light Project 

Meany Center for 
the Performing Arts, 
Fri Feb 28 

Echosmith 

Neptune Theatre, 
Sun March 1 

Saint Motel 

The Showbox, 

Tues March 3 

Best Coast, Man¬ 
nequin Pussy 

The Showbox, 

Wed March 4 

Refused, METZ, 
Youth Code 

The Showbox, 

Thurs March 5 

★ Asgeir 

Neptune Theatre, 

Fri March 6 

Matoma &Two 
Friends 

Showbox Sodo, 

Fri March 6 

Keane 

The Showbox, 

Sat March 7 

★ Hayley Kiyoko 

Showbox Sodo, 

Sun March 8 

Pup, Screaming 
Females, The 
Drew Thomson 
Foundation 

Neptune Theatre, 
Mon March 9 

The Lone Bellow, 
Early James 

Neptune Theatre, 
Tues March 10 

Marc E. Bassy, 
Gianni & Kyle 

The Showbox, 

Tues March 10 

A Bowie Celebra¬ 
tion: The David 
Bowie Alumni Tour 

Neptune Theatre, 
Thurs March 12 

★ 19th Annual 
More Music at the 
Moore 

Moore Theatre, 

Fri March 13 

The Fab Four 
— The Ultimate 
Tribute 

Moore Theatre, 

Sat March 14 

Grace Potter 

The Showbox, 

Sat March 14 

★ Leslie Odom Jr. 

Neptune Theatre, 
Sun March 15 
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DECEMBER 9, 2019 and 
FEBRUARY 29,2020 
BEETHOVEN: THE PIANO TRIOS 

Beethoven trios performed by faculty 
colleagues Craig Sheppard, piano; 
Saeunn Thorsteinsdottir, cello; and 
Rachel Lee Priday, violin. 



FEBRUARY 7,2020 

UW SYMPHONY: RE-fMAGINATION 

David Alexander Rahbee leads the UW 
Symphony in a program of music by 
Claudio Monteverdi, Igor Stravinsky, 
and Bizet/Shchedrin. 



DXARTS 


FEBRUARY 25,2020 
MUSIC OF TODAY: DXARTS 

An evening of experimental works in 
ambisonic surround sound, presented by 
UW Digital Arts and Experimental Med ia 
(DXARTS) and the School of Music, 


^ MARCH 9, 2020 

SAEUNN THORSTEINSDOTTIR, CELLO; 
JULIO ELIZALDE, PIANO 

Faculty cellist Saeunn Thorsteinsdottir is 
joined by pianist Julio Elizalde in a duo 
recital atMeany Hall, 


MORE AT; MUSK .WASH IN (JT0N.EDU TAT SCHOOL OF MUSIC 

Arisuw ticket office: 206.543.Aeeo W university Washington 
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Sunday, March 15, 2020 3:00pm 

'Ocnlli-fal 


Celebrating 30 years of the 
Medieval Women i Choir 

Seattle First Baptist Church 1111 Harvard Ave 


mcOicvaL 

WOA\CNS 

CbOIR 


Frk Mcnmtd, Aflrick rhi-re^r 
Mjr^riei'llndernin.i-, IT-uidi up A nil tic Lhrcaar 

www.medievalwomenschoir.org 



OAfMIA ROMAWA 


9 - yak ^ 

1 

BE WITH US 


M 9 


( 1 * Cappella Romany's 
latest recording Lost 
VbkesofHagia Sophia 

1 

I w a stellar release" 

■ 

| * * * * *— Blu-ray.com 


Discover "a sound world of unique beauty" (Gra mo phone) in East and West with 
professional vocal ensemble Cappella Romana. From medieval Byzantine masterpieces to a 
world premiere. Traditional to experimental. Tramtendent majesty to profound intimacy. 


CHRISTMAS IN CONSTANTINOPLE FRI. 20 DEC, 7:30PM 
Try something new this Christmas: Byzantine chant! 

HYMNS OF KASSIANE FRI. 10 IAN, 7 ; 3 QPM 
Music by Byzantium's most formidable female composer, Kassiane 

TCHAIKOVKSY'S DIVINE LITURGY SUN. 15 MAR. 3:OOPM 
With too young singers of the Pacific Youth Choir and basso profundo Glenn Miller 

For more concert information, visit cappellaromana.org or call 503.256,8202 
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BIGSKY 


DOCUMENTARY 

FILM FESTIVAL 

4 - 2 3 , 2 0 2 0 


PLAN YOUR TRIP AT BIGSKYF1LMFEST.ORG 
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things™ DO ~Film 

Note: Wide-release film opening dates are subject to change. 


By Chase Burns, Jasmyne Keimig, Charles Mudede, 
Leilani Polk , and Joule Zelman 



Babylon 

JANUARY 3-5 

This UK cult classic from 1980 follows a young Jamaican dancehall DJ living in South London. 
(Northwest Film Forum ) 


FILM FESTIVALS 
& SERIES 


Through Sat Dec 21 

★ The Jewish Soul: Classics of 
Yiddish Cinema Revisit unjustly 
neglected classics from Yiddish-lan- 
guage cinema around the world, 
whether shot in Manhattan, Poland, or 
Lithuania. (The Beacon) 

Wed Dec 18 

Reel Rock Experience athletic adven¬ 
tures from the comfort of the indoors 
at this sampling of films from the Reel 
Rock Film Festival plus Hold My Beer, a 
barrel ski and snowboarding film. (Nectar) 

Jan 9-March 12 

★ SAM Films: The Films of Eric 
Rohmer This, for me, is the core plea¬ 
sure of French director Eric Rohmer’s 
cinema: the movement of (usually two) 
actors during a long (and usually heady) 
discussion. For example: As a man says 
something philosophical about love to 
a woman, he walks to a huge nearby 
rock and puts a hand on it; as she 
responds, saying something about how 
his ideas about love are self-serving, 
she steps away from the man and 
gazes at some trees in the distance. 
The flow of words is sequenced with 
the motion of bodies. Rohmer also 
manages to keep these movements as 
realistic as possible. They never stray 
from the zone between natural and 
artificial, walking and dancing. The art 
of this great French director, who died 
in 2010, is the ballet of a conversa¬ 
tion. SAM and Alliance Francaise de 
Seattle are celebrating his centennial 
during this eight-film series. CM (Seattle 
Art Museum 

Feb 14-20 

★ Noir City 2020 If you love cinema, 
then you must love film noir. And if you 
love film noir, then you must love the 
Noir City festival, which will feature a 
number of known and lesser known 
movies in a genre that has lots of 
spiderlike women, lots of long knives, 
lots of rooms with dark curtains, lots 
of faces of the fallen, and lots of 
existential twists and turns. CM (SIFF 
Cinema Egyptian) 

Feb 27-March 8 

★ Children’s Film Festival Seattle 

CFFS’s slate of international films 
features visual storytelling centered 
on the experience of childhood, 
with organizers prioritizing stories 
that are underrepresented in the main¬ 
stream media and inspire “empathy, 
understanding, and a nuanced view 
of the world.” Launched in 2005, 
curated by Northwest Film Forum, and 
dedicated to children ages 3-14, the 
fest presents animation, feature-length 
outings, and shorts from dozens of 
countries interspersed with kid-centric 
events. Last year’s opening night party 
featured asing-along presentation of 
1979 Jim Henson staple The Muppet 
Movie, as well as a screening of the 
oldest existing animated feature, 

The Adventures of Prince Achmed, 
accompanied by a live performance 
of the film score by Miles & Karina. In 
sum, a fun time for the whole family. 

LP (Northwest Film Forum) 

Mondays 

★ Haunted Light The Beacon spooki- 
fies your bleak weekday with gorgeous 
horror classics like December’s 
Kuroneko, Ringu, Black Christmas, and 
Curse of the Cat People. (The Beacon) 

FILM OPENINGS 
AND RUNS 


Dec 11-12 

GLAS Presents: Animation Next 

See animated stories from “subter¬ 


ranean nightmares to sun-soaked 
coming of age stories" at this 
traveling showcase from the GLAS 
Animation Festival in Berkeley. (North¬ 
west Film Forum) 

Thurs Dec 12 

★ The Last Action Hero with Andy 
Iwancio and Derek Sheen Two terrific 
local comedians will host this screening 
of a massive Arnold Schwarzenegger- 
starring flop. (The Beacon) 

★ Nocturnal Emissions Dark- 
minded burlesque maven Isabella 
L. Price and Clinton McClung 

of Cinebago Events return with 
their cheeky, sexy, macabre series 
Nocturnal Emissions, which prefaces 
an unusual horror classic with “phan¬ 
tasmagoric" burlesque performances 
and other fun. The final film is the 
campy Vincent Price vehicle The 
Masque of the Red Death. (North¬ 
west Film Forum) 

OpeningFri Dec 13 

Black Christmas Trailers for the 
remake of this 1974 slasher tease 
a feminist twist as sorority girls get 
sick of their sisters being stalked and 
murdered on campus. (Wide release) 

Richard Jewell Clint Eastwood directs 
this based-on-a-true-story movie 
about an amateur security officer 
who, despite his heroic actions saving 
lives at the Olympics, is accused of 
terrorism. (Wide release) 

The Two Popes Popes Benedict 
(Anthony Hopkins) and Francis 
(Jonathan Pryce) argue over doctrine 
and politics in 2013; from acclaimed 
director Fernando Meireilles (City of 
God). (Crest Cinema Center) 

Dec 13-15 

★ Mystery Science Theater 3000: 
Santa Claus There’s no better holiday 
date for nerds than this Mystery 
Science Theater 3000 screening 

of Santa Claus, an astonishing 
Christmastime disaster that came out 
of Mexico in 1959. The plot, loosely: 
Santa Claus lives in an ice castle. Mrs. 


Claus is nonexistent but sometimes 
Merlin appears to help the man out... 
if you know what I mean. Also, the 
Devil sends a demon to fight Santa. 
Yes, a demon. Happy holidays! CB 
(SIFF Film Center) 

Dec 13-18 

Elf Will Ferrell plays a grown man 
who has spent his entire life laboring 
under the delusion that he’s one of 
Santa’s elves. Side effects include a 
deeply ingrained sense of whimsy 
and a proclivity for concentrated 
sugars. And Zooey Deschanel sings. 
(Central Cinema) 

Dec I3-Jan2 

★ It’s a Wonderful Life Paralyzing 
joys are the very heart of George 
Bailey’s dilemma; they are, to borrow 
words from George’s father, “deep 

in the race." The sacrifices George 
makes for being “the richest man in 
town" resonate bitterly even as they 
lead to the finale’s effusive payoff. 
Those sacrifices are what make 
It's a Wonderful Life, in all its “Caprae- 
sque” glory, endure. SEAN NELSON 
(Grand Illusion) 

Dec 14-15 & 18 

★ The White Reindeer This 
gorgeous Scandinavian horror film, 
shot in Finnish Lapland in 1952, is 
probably your only chance all year 
to watch a movie about a sexually 
repressed vampire reindeer shape- 
shifter. (The Beacon) 

Dec 14-22 

★ Celebration We weren’t supposed 
to see this doc on Yves Saint-Laurent. 
Filmed in 1998, the recording- 
suppressed for decades and almost 
sued into oblivion by Saint-Laurent’s 
partner, who finally gave his blessing 
to screen the film shortly before his 
death in 2015—follows the designer 
during his final show, and depicts a 
different man than the one history 
remembers. Instead of a revered 
master, he is seen more like Daniel 


Day-Lewis’s character in Phantom 
Thread— controlling, tormented. Seat¬ 
tleites recently had a chance to dive 
into his legendary fashion with Seattle 
Art Museum’s enormous and reverent 
Yves Saint-Laurent: The Perfection of 
Style (2016-2017). SAM’s exhibition, 
equipped with 100 of the designer’s 
haute couture garments, was well-at¬ 
tended, and his new local fans may be 
surprised by director Oliver Meyrou’s 
portrayal. CB (Northwest Film Forum) 

Dec 17-18 

★ They Shall Not Grow Old Peter 
Jackson has led a team of resto- 
rationists and lip-readers (!) to snatch 
back moments of World War I in living 
detail. Archival films from the era were 
colorized and repaired, and experts 
were called in to decrypt what the 
people in the shots were saying. The 
results, bolstered by interviews and 
reminiscences, are history as you’ve 
never seen it. (Various locations) 

Opening Dec 18 

★ Our Bodies, Our Doctors At the 

same time that states all across the US 
are making it harder, if not impossible, 
to get this basic health-care procedure, 
doctors are dutifully committed to 
serving their patients. Through the 
stories of abortion doctors in four 
different cities and towns, Our Bodies 
Our Doctors explores the stigma 
attached to this profession, the reality 
of working in an abortion clinic, and 
how a number of brave physicians 
continue to fight for their patients 
despite the cost to themselves. KATIE 
HERZOG (SIFF Cinema Uptown) 

Fri Dec 20 

White Christmas Sing-Along The 

screening of this holiday film classic 
opens with a Christmas sing-along. 
The plot’s a little flimsy, but it’s directed 
by Michael Curtiz (who did Casa¬ 
blanca), has songs by Irving Berlin, and 
stars none other than Bing Crosby 
and Danny Kaye ( Singing in the Rain). 
(SIFF Film Center) 


OpeningFri Dec20 

★ Bombshell When Nicole Kidman, 
Charlize Theron, and Margot Robbie 
all link up, what have you got? Well, a 
sizable chunk of the Fox newsroom, 
as it turns out. In this movie adapted 
from real life events, Bombshell follows 
three women who accused late Fox 
founder and CEO Roger Ailes of 
sexual harassment, and the fallout 
when their accusations are made 
public. Kidman portrays former Fox 
host Gretchen Carlson, Robbie plays 

a fictionalized producer, and Theron 
seemingly fully transforms into Megyn 
Kelly. Announced in the months 
following Ailes’s death, the film will 
explore the toxic environment brewing 
over at the president’s favorite news 
channel. JK (Wide release) 

Cats This Christmas, give yourself 
the gift of uncanny-valley terror as you 
watch A-list movie stars cavort under 
layers of digitally generated fur. 

(Wide release) 

★ A Hidden Life Franz Jagerstatter 
was a real-life Austrian farmer who 
refused to fight for the Nazis and...well, 
they were Nazis, so you can guess 
how they reacted to his humanity 

and courage. Terrence Malick directs 
this historical drama starring August 
Diehl and featuring the final on-screen 
performances of Michael Nyqvist and 
Bruno Ganz. (SIFF Cinema Uptown) 

★ Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker 

This film concludes the Skywalker 
Saga, which contains three prequels, 
three originals, and three sequels to 
the original. The Rise of Skywalker is 
the end of the saga, for now, according 
to Disney CEO Bob Iger, whose 
mega-entertainment corporation 
purchased the Star Wars brand from 
its creator, George Lucas, in 2012. 

The director of The Rise is also the 
director of the first sequel ( Star Wars: 
The Force Awakens), J.J. Abrams. The 
big question that will be answered 
during the Christmas season, when 
the film opens, is whether Abrams’s 
second directorial contribution to the 
saga is as good or better than his first, 
which, in my opinion, is the third best 


film in the series. First is, of course, 

The Empire Strikes Back, and second, 

A New Hope. I’m also of the opinion 
that Abrams directed the best Mission 
Impossible film (the third one). CM 
(Wide release) 

Dec 20-21 & 24 

★ Carol Carol is set in the 1950s, 
which was not a great time for gay 
people getting to live the lives they 
actually deserved. That makes it all the 
more remarkable that the film doesn’t 
punish its characters by dooming them 
to misery or early death, like most of the 
nonhetero narratives Hollywood offers 
up. If creativity thrives within limits, Carol 
makes a pretty good case that love can, 
too—although it certainly shouldn’t have 
to. ALISON HALLETT (The Beacon) 

Sun Dec 22 

★ Campout Cinema: The Matrix 

In the year 1999, a computer hacker 
named Neo learns from a mysterious 
figure, Morpheus, that the world 
he lives in is not real, but a sinister 
computer simulation designed by 
machines to keep humans content 
while farming their bodies for energy. 
He is also told the year is not 1999, 
but closer to 2199. After dealing 
with the shock of this revelation, Neo 
decides to leave the simulation and 
join the human rebellion against the 
machines. CM (Museum of Pop Culture) 

Wed Dec 25 

Fiddler on the Roof Join SIFF’s 
holiday tradition of belting along with 
Tevye and family in Norman Jewison’s 
1971 adaptation of the beloved 
musical. It’s a bittersweet story of a 
poor shtetl milkman as his daughters 
come of age and fall in love—and 
anti-Semitic feeling rises. Your ticket 
will include Chinese takeout from 
Leah’s Gourmet Kosher Food and 
pre-film klezmer music by Orkestyr 
Farfeleh. (SIFF Cinema Uptown) 

Kung Pao Xmas Film + Dinner: 

Abe A young boy from a half-Israeli, 
half-Palestinian family is inspired by 
a Brazilian chef to unite his sparring 
relatives through the power of 
delicious food. Watch the film over 
an (optional) dinner. (Stroum Jewish 
Community Center) 

Opening Wed Dec 25 

★ Little Women It’s as if writer-di¬ 
rector Greta Gerwig fancast Louisa 
May Alcott’s iconic Little Women 
using a list of all the hottest (and 
most swoon-worthy) actors right now. 
Saoirse Ronan as Jo?! Emma Watson 
as Meg?! Eliza Scanlen (from HBO’s 
Sharp Objects) as Beth?! Scream 
queen Florence Pugh as Amy?! The 
floppy-haired Timothee Chalamet as 
Laurie?! Meryl Streep AND Laura 
Dern playing Aunt March and Marmee 
March, respectively?! A film with a cast 
list of this caliber either buckles under 
the weight of its own star power or 
really shines. Though the Winona Ryder 
film version of the novel is the definitive 
interpretation for some, Gerwig’s 
adaptation is sure to give it a run for its 
money. JK (SIFF Cinema Uptown) 

★ Uncut Gems Adam Sandler hasn’t 
made a good movie in a looong time. 
Like (checks IMDb filmography), since 
Punch-Drunk Love ? I mean, I guess it 
depends on how you like your Adam 
Sandler, since romantic male lead 

or lead fool of an ensemble cast in 
a shitty lightweight comedy seem to 
be his fallbacks, with a few not-super 
exceptions (see: Reign Over Me). 

Uncut Gems has the potential to be 
Sandler’s comeback-to-quality vehicle. 
Billed as a “black comedy crime film,” 
it finds Sandler in a bind (he’s a sleazy 
jewelry store owner and gambler who 
owes money to the wrong people), 
and has to figure out how to settle 
his debts before shit gets real. Also, 
the Safdie brothers ( Good Time) are 
directing and it’s an A24 film, which 
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THINGS TO DO -► Film 


lends it automatic street cred. Hope¬ 
fully Sandler can hold it up. lp (SIFF 
Cinema Egyptian) 

Opening Fri Dec 27 

★ Clemency A psychologically 
tortured death row warden played by 
Alfre Woodard finds herself growing 
close to the man she’s supposed to 
help kill in this Sundance Grand Jury 
Prize-winning drama by Chionye 
Chukwu. (Various locations) 

Dec 27-31 

★ My Neighbor Totoro Hayao 
Miyazaki’s famed Japanese animation 
film studio, Studio Ghibli, has been 
pointedly unstreamable in the US 

for forever. If fans wanted to watch 
beloved favorites like Spirited Away 
and My Neighbor Totoro, they had 
to either buy them or go see one of 
Ghibli’s regular theatrical show¬ 
ings. Unfortunately (or fortunately, 
depending on how you look at it), the 
entire Ghibli catalog will be available 
on the new streaming platform HBO 
Max in May. So, relish this chance to 
see My Neighbor Totoro in theaters. 
Opportunities like this may be rare in 
the future. CB (Central Cinema) 

Tues Dec 31 

Moulin Rouge SIFF will continue its 
tradition of ringing in the New Year with 
Baz Luhrmann’s ode to 19th-century 
Paris and 20th-century pop. You’ll get a 
“bling ring,” a drink, and the satisfaction 
of belting along with Kidman, McGregor, 
and co. (SIFF Cinema Uptown) 

Opening Fri Jan 3 

The Grudge The gargly ghosts of 
Takashi Shimizu’s J-horror films are 
back! The cast is good: Betty Gilpin, 
Andrea Riseborough, John Cho, et al. 
(Wide release) 

Jan 3-5 

★ Babylon Set in Brixton (which is to 
London what Harlem is to New York 
City), starring Rasta singer Brinsley 
Forde (the frontman of reggae band 
Aswad), and cowritten by Martin 
Stallman (who also wrote 1979 UK 
cult favorite Quadrophenia ), Babylon 
is a feature-length outing about black 
life, black music, and black struggles 
in early 1980s Britain. The economy 
is in the toilet, Margaret Thatcher 
has begun her assault on labor, and 
city after city is becoming what the 
Specials classically described as 

“a ghost town.” The film is simply 
amazing. Every minute is rich with 
cultural information of a period and 
milieu that’s rarely seen on film. 
Babylon also has a dub score that’s 
dark, crackly, and deep. Those echoes, 
those old Brixton buildings, the dreads, 
the factory smoke, the street markets, 
the old ladies, the thick accents—all of 
this and more is just utterly wonderful. 
CM (Northwest Film Forum) 

Jan 3-7 

★ The Hunger Nothing beats the 
dark magic of seeing Catherine 
Deneuve and David Bowie and 
pre-Bernie-bonkers Susan Sarandon 
on a movie screen, nothing beats 
watching this erotic trio in the company 
of strangers. And then there is the 
beat of Bauhaus’s gothic dub “Bela 
Lugosi’s Dead.” Are you feeling me? 
This is the 1980s in a state that’s close 
to perfection. CM (Central Cinema) 

Labyrinth It’s the film that introduced 
the public to the yet-to-be-fully- 
dismissed theory that David Bowie 
is, in fact, a Jim Henson creation. 
(Central Cinema) 

Jan 3-9 

★ Midnight Family Both responding 
to a social need and out to make a 
buck, extralegal ambulance companies 
are essential in Mexico City, which 
only has 45 official ambulances. The 
Ochoa family strives to serve patients 
and stay afloat in the face of a corrupt 
police force. (Northwest Film Forum) 

Opening Fri Jan 10 

The Informer A disgraced Special 
Ops soldier is forced to go undercover 


to take down a New York crime boss. 
(Wide release) 

Like a Boss Two best friends who 
run a beauty company (Rose Byrne 
and Tiffany Haddish) are suddenly at 
each other’s throats when a corporate 
bigwig (Salma Hayek) offers them a 
buyout. (Wide release) 

Underwater Kristen Stewart is 
working on the bottom of the ocean 
with Vincent Cassel and friends when 
something very mean emerges from 
the abysses. (Wide release) 

Jan 10-12 

Varda by Agnes The important 
French director Agnes Varda, whose 
career spanned from the 1950s 
to the 2010s, made one last film 
before her death in 2019, in which 
she traced the course of her life and 
career. (SIFF Film Center) 

Sun Jan 12 

★ Merely Marvelous: The Dancing 
Genius of Gwen Verdon The 

amazing Broadway and Hollywood 
dancer Gwen Verdon gets the docu¬ 
mentary she deserves. (Wide release) 

Opening Fri Jan 17 

Bad Boys for Life Will Smith and 
Martin Lawrence are back for a 
sequel. (Wide release) 

Doolittle Robert Downey Jr. talks to 
animals. (Wide release) 

The Last Full Measure This film is 
based on the Vietnam experiences of 
the heroic Airman William H. Pitsen- 
barger, Jr. (Wide release) 

Jan 17-19 

Chulas Fronteras This 1976 film, 
recently selected for the Library of 
Congress’s National Film Registry, is 
about the music of the Texas-Mexico 
border. (Northwest Film Forum) 

Jan 17-22 

★ 2019 Sundance Film Festival 
Short Film Tour This annual film tour 
of abbreviated features includes the 
best of the best out of Sundance, all 
gathered together in one place for 
your viewing convenience. The seven 
2019 films in the 96-minute theatrical 
program include the awkward yet 
sweet romance of Sometimes / 

Think About Dying, whose painfully 
introverted protagonist goes from 
wondering how corpse flies might 
feel walking around on her dead skin 
(“like a billion tiny massages?”) to 
thinking about the thread count of 
her colleague’s sheets; Muteum, a 
charming animated short from Estonia 
about a visit to the museum that takes 
a funny turn; and Short Film Special 
Jury Award for Directing winner Fast 
Florse, a doc about our country’s first 
extreme sport, Indian Relay, where 
jockeys ride horses bareback and jump 
from one horse to another amid racing. 
Also screening: Suicide By Sunlight, 
Brotherhood, The MINORS, and Crude 
Oil. LP (Northwest Film Forum) 

Sat Jan 18 

Mystery Science Theater 3000 Live: 
The Great Cheesy Movie Circus 
Tour Those irrepressible connoisseurs 
of godawful movies, Joel, Crow T. 
Robot, Servo, and Gypsy, will head out 
on Joel’s last tour promising live riffs on 
a cinematic stinker. (Moore Theatre) 

Mon Jan 20 

Asia Films: Edo Avant Garde Linda 
Hoaglund’s art documentary reveals 
the creativity and boldness of Edo-era 
Japanese artists by filming artwork 
in collections around the world in 4K. 
(Seattle Art Museum) 

Jan 22-25 

Redoubt Artist Matthew Barney’s 
experimental film, shot in the snow 
on Idaho’s gorgeous Sawtooth Moun¬ 
tains, tells the mythologically resonant 
tale of hunters “pursuing each other 
and prey.” (Northwest Film Forum) 

Opening Fri Jan 24 

The Gentlemen Guy Ritchie’s latest 
wisecracking shoot-em-up, about 


a British crime lord trying to make 
a deal with a rich Oklahoman pot 
kingpin, boasts a huge cast of likelies 
and unlikelies: Hugh Grant (I), Henry 
Golding, Colin Firth, Charlie Hunnam, 
Matthew McConaughey, and so on. 
(Wide release) 

Jan 24-26 

★ Always in Season Jacqueline 
Olive’s harrowing documentary, focusing 
on the hanging death of 17-year-old 
Lennon Lacy in 2014, makes the 
case that lynching is still an American 
pastime. (Northwest Film Forum) 

Sun Jan 26 

Mamboniks This documentary 
reveals how, in a segregated and 
anti-Semitic America, Jewish dancers 
went crazy for Latin dance. Come 
early for an optional dance class plus 
drinks and tapas. (Stroum Jewish 
Community Center) 

Wed Jan 29 

The Upstanders: Film + Panel 
on Bullying Watch and discuss this 
documentary about what makes 
young people bully others. ( Stroum 
Jewish Community Center) 

Opening Fri Jan 31 

The Rhythm Section In this filmiza- 
tion of Mark Burnell’s novel, a woman 
discovers that the plane crash that 
killed her family was not an accident. 
(Wide release) 

Jan 31-Feb 6 

Recorder: The Marion Stokes 
Project Matt Wolf’s offbeat documen¬ 
tary chronicles the strange habit of 
Marion Stokes, a wealthy former civil 
rights activist who recorded 70,000 
hours of news on VHS over a period 
of 30 years. (Northwest Film Forum) 

Thurs Feb 6 

★ Ask Dr. Ruth This documentary 
isn’t about Dr. Ruth’s advice, it’s about 
Dr. Ruth. And damn, her story is long 
overdue for a good documentary. She 
is a pioneer—and a very funny one. CB 
(Stroum Jewish Community Center) 

Opening Fri Feb 7 

Birds of Prey: And the Fantabulous 
Emancipation of One Harley Quinn 

Harley Quinn (Margot Robbie), no 
more the Joker’s abused handmaiden, 
teams up with some superheroes to 
protect a little girl. (Wide release) 

Opening Feb 14 

The King’s Man This action sequel 
delves into the origins of the Kings- 
men intel agency. (Wide release) 

The Photograph Stella Meghie’s 
romance stars Issa Rae as a woman 
investigating her deceased mother’s 
life and LaKeith Stanfield as the hot 
journalist she falls for. (Wide release) 

Sonic the Hedgehog The blue guy 
from the Sega game, altered from his 
initial CGI form to have less creepy 
teeth, flees from government agents. 
(Wide release) 

Opening Fri Feb 21 

Bloodshot The nanotech superhero 
Bloodshot tries to distinguish 
reality from his corporate overlords’ 
brainwashing in this adaptation of the 
popular comic. (Wide release) 

The Call of the Wild Chris Sanders 
brings the Jack London classic to the 
screen. (Wide release) 

Opening Fri Feb 28 

Invisible Man In a loose adaptation 
of H.G. Wells’s novel, Elizabeth Moss 
finds herself pursued by something 
she can’t see—something that may 
just be the ghost of her abusive ex. 
Men: even worse when you can’t see 
them, oddly enough. (Wide release) 

Opening Fri March 6 

★ Onward Two bored suburban elf 
boys, voiced by Tom Holland and 
Chris Pratt, set out to find magic and 
bring back their father in this Pixar 
adventure. (Wide release) 
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THINGS 12 DO — Festivals 


By Julianne Bell, Elaina Friedman, 
Kim Selling, and Joule Zelman 



Snowflake Lane 

THROUGH DECEMBER 24 

Downtown Bellevue is transformed into a winter wonderland through Christmas Eve, with (fake) 
falling snow, festive live music, and a vibrant nightly parade. (Bellevue Collection ) 


SEASONAL 


Through Sun Dec 22 

Christmas at the Mansion Per 

holiday tradition, visitors can marvel at 
Puyallup’s historic Meeker Mansion 
decked out in Victorian-style 
Christmas decorations (with 
21st-century LED lights). ( Meeker 
Mansion, $6) 

Through Mon Dec 23 

★ Christmas Ship Festival Our 

waterways are filled with lights 
throughout the holiday season, but 
no vessel can compete with Argosy 
Cruises’ Christmas Ship, which docks 
in 65 waterfront communities to sere¬ 
nade people onshore and onboard 
with its resident choir. Those who 
choose to board the ship will enjoy 
photos with Santa, a reading of “’Twas 
the Night Before Christmas," and kids’ 
activities. For a less family-oriented 
option, you can trail behind in a 21 + 
boat with rotating themes each week. 
It’s also free to watch from the shore. 
(Various locations, free-$50 ) 

Through Tues Dec 24 

Snowflake Lane Every year, down¬ 
town Bellevue turns into a winter 
wonderland not just for one night but 
for a whole dang month, with (fake) 
falling snow, jolly live music, and a 
nightly parade filled with dancers and 
toy drummers. ( Bellevue Collection, 

7 pm, free ) 

Swanson’s Reindeer Festival Shop 
a variety of seasonal plants, bulbs, 
arrangements, and Christmas trees, 
as well as other gifts like books, 
jewelry, and home decor, at the 
decked-out nursery. Plus, visit with 
Santa and his real-life reindeer, check 
out model trains, and enjoy live music 
throughout the season. (Swansons 
Nursery) 

Through Thurs Dec 26 

Seattle Festival of Trees The 

historic Fairmont Olympic hotel 
celebrates the winter season each 
year with a fancy dinner, caroling, an 
impressive display of decorated trees 
in their lobby, and a teddy bear suite. 
(Fairmont Olympic Hotel, free-$225 ) 

Through Sun Dec 29 

★ Enchant Christmas Following 
a successful first year, Enchant 
Christmas will transform T-Mobile 
Park into a winter wonderland 
complete with an impressive light 
maze, light sculptures, a market 
curated by Urban Craft Uprising, and 
more. This year’s theme is “Mischie¬ 
vous," so expect to see sly little elves 
roaming about. (T-Mobile Park, $20+) 

Through Tues Dec 31 

Fire + Ice Festival Winter is a time 
for snowpeople and warm fires 
to complement each other from a 
distance, and the holidays wouldn’t 
be complete without them. For its 
third annual Fire + Ice Festival, the 
Museum of Glass hosts a variety of 
holiday-themed performances and 
demonstrations. (Museum of Glass) 
Garden d’Lights Whimsical flora and 
fauna, birds, animals, and cascading 
waterfalls get the holiday light treat¬ 
ment at Bellevue Botanical Garden’s 
annual display. (To be clear, actual 
birds and animals will not be strung 
with lights.) Wander the grounds and 
take photos among the “half a million" 
bulbs. (Bellevue Botanical Garden, 
4:30-9 pm, $5) 

Winterfest From a winter train village 
to an ice rink, and from music and 
dance performances to ice sculpting, 
Winterfest promises five weeks of 
free festive cheer for all ages. (Seattle 
Center, free) 


Through Wed Jan I 

Sheraton Grand Seattle Ginger¬ 
bread Village For the 27th year in a 
row, diabetes research center JDRF 
Northwest has invited local archi¬ 
tecture firms to use their skills for a 
holiday tradition: crafting an elaborate 
gingerbread village. This year’s theme 
is #ElfLife, featuring pixies, gnomes, 
and pucks from across genres. 
(Seattle Sheraton Hotel and Towers) 

Through Sun Jan 5 

Lumaze This year, Santa is enlisting 
the help of young princes and 
princesses in helping him find six 
hidden presents. In addition to the 
prize-bearing hunt, this kid-oriented 
indoor festival will also have a gift 
market (complete with fresh produce 
and seasonal treats) and a light 
display. (Smith Cove Cruise Terminal 
(Pier 91), 3-9 pm, $15+) 

★ WildLights The zoo will light up 
with thousands upon thousands of 
(energy-efficient) LED lights that 
re-create wild scenes and creatures. 
You can also throw fake snowballs at 
your friends, get up close with certain 
animal residents, and sip hot choco¬ 
late. (Woodland Park Zoo, $23) 

Zoolights Holiday traditions don’t get 
more classic than strolling through a 
zoo when it’s transformed into a lumi¬ 
nous wonderland of 3-D animal light 
installations. Displays from previous 
years have included hammerhead 
sharks and sea turtles, a majestic 
polar bear family, and a giant Pacific 
octopus. (Point Defiance Zoo & 
Aquarium, 5-9 pm, $11-$13) 

Dec 6-22 

★ Christmas Lighting Festival 

Holiday cheer abounds in Washing¬ 


ton’s own Bavarian-style village of 
Leavenworth, which celebrates the 
season with live Christmas music, 
visits from both St. Nicholas and 
Santa Claus, sledding, and more-all 
culminating in glorious lighting cere¬ 
monies every Saturday and Sunday. 
(Leavenworth, WA, free) 

Dec 11-12 

South Lake Union Winter Market 

If you’re on the hunt for crafty holiday 
gifts, stop by this market to shop 
from a couple dozen local vendors. 
(Amazon Van Vorst, free) 

Dec 13-15 

Annual Holiday Native Gift Fair & 
Art Market Find gifts for loved ones 
by local Native artists and makers 
at this annual market. (Duwamish 
Longhouse, free) 

Sat Dec 14 

Dickens Festival at Stadium Hark 
back to the era of Charles Dickens, a 
man who knew a thing or two about 
Christmas ghosts, by enjoying Victo¬ 
rian activities like a “Best Victorian 
Dog” contest, caroling, a tree lighting 
with Santa, a horse-drawn carriage 
ride to Wright Park’s decked-out 
Seymour Conservatory, and more. 
(Stadium High School, 12-5 pm, free) 

Dec 14-15 

★ Renegade Craft Fair Shop for 
crafts from new and returning makers 
while you enjoy live DJs, food trucks, 
and cocktails. (Magnuson Park, 11 am- 
5 pm, free) 

Sun Dec 15 

★ Northwest Thriftcon Winter 
Edition This past summer, Stranger 


contributor Jordan Michelman wrote, 
“Thrift-Con was a veritable smorgas¬ 
bord of vintage clothing representing 
nearly every imaginable style and 
era of 20th-century fashion." Come 
for shopping, a panel discussion, 
workshops, and more. (Courthouse 
Square, 10 am-5 pm, $5-$25) 

Sun Dec 22 

Giant Menorah lighting & Gelt 
Drop The first night of Hanukkah 
will be met with a menorah lighting, 
traditional treats like latkes, jelly 
doughnuts, and chocolate coins 
(which will rain down in a “great gelt 
drop”), and kids’ activities. (Bergen 
Place, 5-6 pm, free) 

Grand Menorah Lighting Join 
Chabad of Capitol Hill for a menorah 
lighting to welcome the first night of 
Hanukkah. (Volunteer Park, 5-6 pm, 
free) 

Grand Menorah Lighting A human 
dreidel on stilts will shower you with 
gelt on the first night of Hanukkah— 
can’t get more festive than that. 

Also on the docket: a giant menorah 
lighting and live music. (Kirkland 
Marina Park, 4:15-6:45 pm, free) 

Light up the Night - Burger Fest 

Spend the first night of Hanukkah 
witnessing a giant menorah lighting; 
eating gourmet burgers, latkes, and 
doughnuts; sipping hot beverages; and 
learning about Judaism from a Mitzvah 
tank. (Westlake Park, 5-8 pm, free) 

Sun Dec 29 

The Chanukah Party III: Black Hot 
Chanukah For one special night, 
burlesque artist Adra Boo will rename 
her Black Hot Sunday series “Black 
Hot Chanukah,” bringing in additional 
talents like stand-up comics Isaac 
Novak and Vanessa Dawn, music acts 


Shaina Shepherd, King Youngblood, 
and Hotels, and DJs Silk Safari and 
Ruben Mz. Arrive with an empty 
stomach-there will be a whole 
spread of Chinese and Jewish fare. 
(Washington Hall, 6:15 pm, $15) 

Jan 17-26 

Lake Chelan Winterfest Lake 
Chelan hosts two weekends of 
wintery diversions for the whole 
family, including ice sculptures, live 
music, wine and beer tastings, a polar 
bear splash, snow yoga, a massive 
beach bonfire, and a fireworks show. 
(Lake Chelan Valley) 

Sat Jan 18 

Bavarian IceFest Each year over 
MLK Jr. weekend, Washington’s 
Bavarian-style village, Leavenworth, 
celebrates winter’s bounties with 
twinkling lights and frosty activities 
like frisbee sweeping, ice cube 
scrambling, and “smooshing." You can 
also enjoy live ice carving, ice fishing, 
a fireworks show, and more. (Down¬ 
town Leavenworth, 9 am-4 pm, $5) 

COMMUNITY 


Mon Jan 20 

Seattle MLK Day March and Cele¬ 
bration This annual day of events 
celebrates the life and legacy of civil 
rights leader Martin Luther King Jr. 
with an opportunity fair, workshops, 
and pre- and post-march rallies. 
(Garfield High School, free) 

MUSIC 

Thurs Dec 12 

★ Depression Fest This inaugural 
multimedia festival organized by 


musicians Ruben Mendez (DYED) 
and Abigail Swanson (Belva) will raise 
funds for the American Foundation 
for Suicide Prevention and promote 
mental health awareness in these 
Trumpian times. The lineup includes 
synth punks ONONOS, Archie, 
art-rockers Tissue, fiction author 
Richard Chiem, avant-rockers Chil¬ 
dren’s Hospital, poet Sarah Galvin, 
visual artist Tara Thomas, and others. 
(Fred Wildlife Refuge) 

Tues Dec 31 

Resolution 2020 Resolution is an 
annual end-of-the-year electronic 
music bash that gathers extremely 
popular and mainstream EDM and 
nii-rave artists into an arena-like 
space and unleashes their energy 
onto a throng of writhing young 
adults. This year’s lineup includes 
massive figures in the scene like 
Adventure Club, Knife Party, Madeon, 
Tchami X Malaa, and many more. 
(WaMu Theater, 6:30 pm, $102) 

Jan 24-25 

Timbrrr! Winter Music Festival 
2020 Former Stranger contributor 
Brittnie Fuller has written, “This 
event in Leavenworth-the infamous 
German-themed town/tourist attrac¬ 
tion nestled in the Cascades-looks 
like the coziest mid-winter music 
festival, filled with beardo-magnet 
amenities like skiing and snow¬ 
boarding, a hot-toddy garden, wine 
tastings, and festival-branded flannel 
shirts. The weekend’s musical 
offerings are generally varied, with 
numerous local and national acts 
ranging from indie rock to hip-hop." 
This year’s roster is no exception, 
boasting sets by Pedro the Lion, Bully, 
Bearaxe, Lisa Prank, Ivan & Alyosha, 
CarLarans, Bryan John Appleby, and 
many more. (Leavenworth Festhalle, 
4-11 pm, $65-$840) 

FOOD & DRINK 


Dec 20-21 

Winter Solstice Night Market As 

the first official day of winter arrives, 
stay warm at this two-day indoor 
holiday night market, where over 
150 booths and food trucks will offer 
up locally made wares and tasty 
fare. Plus, check out the market’s 
indoor beer hall, where a separate 
ticket allows you to try wintry craft 
beers from over 25 local breweries. 
(Magnuson Park Hangar 30, 4 pm) 

Sat Jan 18 

Winterhop Brewfest At this annual 
festival, join hundreds of other beer 
lovers to try Pacific Northwest brews 
from over 30 breweries and take 
in local music in various downtown 
Ellensburg businesses and venues. 
(Historic Downtown Ellensburg, 12- 
5 pm, $40) 

Jan 24-25 

Strange Brewfest Port Townsend’s 
annual beer festival offers pours from 
over 30 breweries, from classics to 
Northwest-inspired oddballs. (Amer¬ 
ican Legion Hall, $40) 

Sat Jan 25 

10th Annual Belgian Fest Brewing 
beers with Belgian yeast yields 
a range of ales with a distinctive 
fruity flavor. This festival featuring 
more than 100 Belgian-style beers 
crafted by Washington breweries is 
the perfect opportunity to taste them 
all, including funky lambics, tangy 
saisons, dubbels, tripels, abbeys, and 
wits. (Fisher Pavilion, $37/$45) 

Feb 28-22 

★ Seattle Wine and Food Expe¬ 
rience This annual extravaganza of 
all things edible and drinkable is an 
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ode to gluttony in three parts. First 
up is Comfort, a festival of “feel-good 
foods and crafty brews,” complete 
with bars for french fries, Bloody 
Marys, hot toddies, and milk and 
cookies. Next, POP! Bubbles and 
Seafood capitalizes on the felicitous 
pairing of bubbles and bivalves with 
a celebrity shucking contest and 
more than 30 sparkling wines from 
around the world. Finally, the Grand 
Tasting will showcase local and 
regional wines, beer, cider, spirits, and 
tastes from big-name Seattle chefs, 
with plenty of opportunities to watch 
demonstrations and meet artisan 
food producers. (Various locations, 
$60-$250) 

Sat Feb 22 

Hops and Props 2020 Hops and 
Props celebrates craft brews 
from across the Northwest (and 
a few from other places). Enjoy 
three-ounce pours from more than 
100 breweries and cider houses, a 
spread of bites from McCormick & 
Schmick’s, and live music. ( Museum 
of Flight, 7-10 pm, $100) 

Sat March 7 

Cabernet Classic 2020 Toast to one 
of the most crowd-pleasing grape 
varietals out there by tasting caber¬ 
nets from 30 Washington wineries at 
this swanky fundraiser for KIND TV, 
a nonprofit with an award-winning 
web series dedicated to “positive 
media and creating solutions to 
tragedy.” ( Porsche Bellevue, 6-9 pm, 
$50-$75) 

Cocktail District You’ll find pop-up 
cocktail bars, tastings, bar takeovers, 
food trucks, music, classes, demos, 
and more at this weekend-long 
“carnival of cocktails” during Seattle 
Cocktail Week (March 1-8). Wander 
through sections like the “Whiskey 
Woods,” “Vodka Village,” and “Gin 
Garden” to discover new spirits from 
over 100 brands and shop for bottles 
to take home. ( Bell Harbor Interna¬ 
tional Conference Center, 12-10 pm, 
$45.99) 

Snohomish Wine Festival Sample 
wines from a variety of Washington 


wineries, with an emphasis on 
varietals made in Snohomish. (Cross¬ 
roads, 12-8 pm) 

March 7-8 

Penn Cove Musselfest Thanks to 
the nutrient-rich outflow of water 
from the Skagit River, beautiful Penn 
Cove’s famous mussels grow full-size 
in record time and are harvested 
young, making them impossibly firm, 
fat, and sweet. This annual festival, 
which bills itself as a celebration 
of all things “bold, briny, and blue,” 
features boat tours of the Penn 
Cove Mussel Farm, a mussel eating 
contest, cooking demonstrations with 
local chefs, a waterfront beer garden, 
and the main event: a tasting compe¬ 
tition with restaurants from all over 
Coupeville vying to have their mussel 
chowder declared the finest in town. 
(Coupeville Recreation Hall) 

CULTURE 


Thurs Feb 6 

Kijiji Night The Seattle Art Museum 
and One Vibe Africa (a local nonprofit 
that aims to educate the general 
public about African culture and 
promote social welfare and economic 
empowerment) present this free 
art, music, poetry, and performance 
festival whose name means “village” 
in Swahili. (Seattle Art Museum, 6- 
9 pm, free) 

Sat Feb 8 

Lunar New Year Ring in the Year of 
the Rat at this massive Lunar New 
Year celebration that showcases 
the diversity, richness, and culture 
of the Asian American community. 
See traditional dragon and lion 
dances, taiko drumming, martial arts, 
and other cultural performances 
on the main stage, plus arts and 
crafts, family activities, and the $3 
food walk. (Chinatown-International 
District, 11 am-4 pm, free) 

March 14-15 

Irish Festival This festival is chock- 
full of performances, live music ideal 


for practicing your Irish jigs, short film 
screenings, genealogy workshops, 
food, and more. (Seattle Center, free) 

GEEK 


Dec20-Janl 

Model Train Festival Maybe it’s 
the steady chug of their engines, 
or maybe it’s the thought of people 
nestled warmly inside their cars, but 
trains are magical, and winter is the 
perfect time to appreciate them. This 
festival for railroad enthusiasts prom¬ 
ises detailed model train displays set 
in the Pacific Northwest. (Washington 
State History Museum, $14) 

Jan 10-12 

OrcaCon 2020 Set aside your 
consoles and VR headsets for two 
days of tabletop games including 
board and card games, role-playing 
games, and miniatures games. 

Novice and experienced players are 
welcome. (Hilton Bellevue Hotel, 

10 am-6 pm) 

Sat Feb I 

NerdFaire Con! 2020 If you consider 
yourself a nerd or a geek, you’re 
bound to find something to hold 
your interest at this family-friendly 
catch-all mini-con featuring local 
shops and creators. (Lynnwood 
Convention Center, 10 am, $5-$25) 

March 12-15 

Emerald City Comic Con Geeks 
across fandoms save their most 
inventive cosplay for the biggest local 
comic event of the year, Emerald 
City Comic Con. The four-day event 
is filled to the brim with panels, 
meetups, special events, fun parties, 
and tons and tons of guests hanging 
out in the artist alley. In addition to 
the main events at the Convention 
Center, this year’s newest addition is 
Pop Asia, a buzzy anime, manga, and 
K-pop event at the Sheraton Hotel. 
(Washington State Convention & 

Trade Center, $30-$349) 
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Dress like the Star you are at The Red Carpet Party! 

TOGETHER WE PARTY TO RAISE FUNDS FOR THE 2020 FESTIVAL 
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Sleeping Lady 

A MOUNTAIN RESORT 


c tf/nogine... every time you spend the night at Sleeping Lady Resort, 
you are supporting the Icicle Fund. This means the Icicle Fund can help 
even more local non-profits in providing arts for kids and adults, 
hiking trails and open spaces, wildfire preparedness, and many other 
community benefits that enhance the quality of life right here 
where you love to visit. Leam more at Sleeping! ,ady.com/Imagine. 


SleepingLady.com | 800.574.2123 
LEAVENWORTH, WA 


Pkui goWi winteh adventuM, today, at siLeeflMgladty.com,! 
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ANATOMY OF A SCULPTURE 


The Weaver’s Welcome at the new Burke Museum. 

BY JASMYNEKEIMIG 

PHOTOS BY TIMOTHY KENNEY 




THE HEAD 


The relief work on the corona reflects a Northern 
Salish Sea design style, commonly found on spin¬ 
dle whorls used in weaving on the southern coast 
of British Columbia. The face of the welcomer is 
inspired by Salish and Makah style facial sculpture 
and wears a typical Salish woven hat decorated 
with a common pattern in local Native weaving. 


THE BODY 

Elements of basketry served as a major source of 
inspiration. The triangles that run down the sides 
are in the design style of communities from the 
Southern Salish Sea down to the Columbia River. 
Up close, viewers can see ridges in the glass, 
made to evoke the texture of baskets. 



THE BASE 

The steel chest the glass sculpture sits on is 
inspired by a small Quinault bentwood box in 
the Burke’s permanent collection, the white dots 
representing beaded inlays in the wood. Those 
beads are an example of some of the first glass 
art in our region. One side of the chest is the 
moon over water, while the other side is the sun 
and mountains. 


MORE THAN 10 FEET TALL 

Measuring nearly 10.5 feet tall and weighing 
approximately 1,200 pounds, The Weaver’s 
Welcome greets visitors at the new Burke 
Museum with its palms facing up and out, a 
traditional Coast Salish gesture of welcome. 


THE ARTISTS 

The sculpture is a collaboration between the art¬ 
ists Brian Perry (Port Gamble S’KIallam), Anthony 
Jones Sr. (Port Gamble S’KIallam), Preston Single¬ 
tary (Tlingit), and David Franklin. The artists sought 
to pay tribute to the Coast Salish people whose 
land Seattle (and the Burke Museum) sits on. 



THE MATERIALS 

While traditional welcome figures are made of 
wood, The Weaver’s Welcome is made of cast 
glass. The sculpture is composed of three sepa¬ 
rate pieces-the head and the left and right sides 
of the body-held together by fabricated steel. 


THE BLUE 

The translucent blue color of the sculpture 
represents water. In the newly reopened Burke 
Museum’s window-filled Grand Atrium, The 
Weaver’s Welcome is situated near the staircase, 
where the sunlight can pass through the blue glass, 
seemingly illuminating the figure from within. 


THE NEW BURKE 

The Burke Museum reopened this past October 
in a new Tom Kundig-designed building at the 
University of Washington. In addition to historical 
objects like baskets and carvings, the natural 
history museum’s collection includes things like 
leaf fossils and dinosaur bones. 
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ORGANIC POUTS. Oil 
VIRGIN OLIVE OIL COR 
FLAVOR!. CANOLA OIL. 
ALCOHOL EXTRACT ION 
POWDER. SEA SALT.It 


ORGANIC SWEET POTATO, 
YAM, CANOLA OIL. CANNABIS 
ALCOHOL EXTRACTION. 

CANE SUGAR. CINNAMON. 
SEA SALT. LEMON 






THC PER 
SERVING 


POTATO CHIPS 


A SWEET, SALTY, OR SAVORY HIGH 


CHOOSE YOUR FAVORITE FLAVOR: SWEET POTATO (BROWN SUGAR & 
CINNAMON), SEA SALT & CRACKED PEPPER, OR ROASTED GARLIC. 
AVAILABLE IN WASHINGTON STATE CANNABIS SHOPS. 


POTATO CHIPS 


EXTRA CRUNCHY! 

VEUN £ KOSHER 


EXTRA CRUNCHY! 
VEGAN & KOSHER 


IRA CRUNCHY' 
OAK £ KOSHER 


CANNABIS ALCOHOL ESWACIHHL 
SEA SALT. BLACK PEPPER. 
ONION POWDER. JA1APEN3 
POWDER, LEMON 
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SEATTLE 

ART 

MUSEUM 


OCT 17 


THROUGH 


JAN 2 


1300 FIRST AVENUE 
SEATTLE WA 98101 


Italian Masterpieces from the 
Capodimonte Museum 




Experience the fierce beauty of this paint 
y Artemesia Gentileschi alongside works 
itian, Raphael, El Greco, and Ribera. 
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